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Ezenwa Nwagwu, Execu ve Director,
(Peering Advocacy and Advancement Centre in Africa.)

“It is in the
cons tu on for
the government
to abolish
corrup on, but
the people in the
government are
not directly
aﬀected by the
corrup on we
talk about, hence,
we cannot leave
the ﬁght for the
government. We
should not
outsource the
an corrup on
ﬁght to the
government
because if the
b o re h o l e s a n d
clinics are not

func oning well, the ci zens suﬀer.
As Religious leaders, we need to arm ourselves with the right informa on on budget and work
with cohorts to ensure implementa on. The an corrup on ﬁght must be a ci zen movement, we
might be cri cized as individuals but as a network, we stand to achieve much.
If you go through the budget, you will discover that some people have pocketed the resources,
hence, this forum should see how we can work together and aggregate the challenges our society
face, with possible ways we can address them” … Ezenwa Nwagwu, Execu ve Director, Peering
Advocacy and Advancement Centre in Africa.
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AN OVERVIEW
No doubt, the various sectors in the society have many ways of contribu ng to the ﬁght against
corrup on. Every sector retains exclusive tools and mechanisms that when employed in eﬀorts to
combat corrup on, victory will be in sight.
The roles played by the various sectors are o en determined by the nature of each sector. For
instance, a er a long absence, the power sector provided a cost-reﬂec ve electricity tariﬀ to
ensure fairness to ci zens and strengthen inherent structural weakness in the ins tu onal
framework for the power sector reform; the educa on sector use their pla orm to educate
students on the dangers of corrup on; in the same way, the religious sector can use its sermons as
opportuni es to speak to the large congregants on the dangers of corrup on from a Biblical
perspec ve; the tradi onal leaders are not le out, they have their own tailored roles to play in
the ﬁght against corrup on, as custodian of our culture and tradi on.
Religious and tradi onal leaders exert a signiﬁcant amount of inﬂuence on the members of their
congrega on and communi es because they are respected, listened to, and generally their views
and ac ons have a huge impact on
their subjects. In the light of this,
religious and tradi onal leaders have
a responsibility to ensure that the
ac ons they take are in the best
interest of their subjects.
Peering Advocacy and Advancement
Centre in Africa recognizes the huge
role that Religious and tradi onal
leaders can play in the ﬁght against
corrup on, considering their large
followership. One of such role is
categorizing and opposing tradi onal
and religious beliefs and prac ces
that promote corrup on and related
vices within these communi es and
FOUR
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religious organiza ons, and also urge its leaders to eradicate injus ce and lack of accountability in
their spaces, if the an corrup on ﬁght must be won.
Being that the an corrup on ﬁght aims to promote high moral and ethical standard amongst
individuals both in public and private spaces, social accountability and responsibility; a prac ce
that strongly resonates with religious teachings, co-op ng the religious bodies into the campaign
will provide a spiritual dimension to the message of the campaign, thus, encouraging a wider
acceptance by the people.
In the same way, as an ins tu on that embodies the norms and values of the society, the
tradi onal ins tu on's role in promo ng high moral standard among its people cannot be
ignored.
Therefore, collabora ng with these ins tu ons will result in amplifying the message of integrity,
transparency, accountability and jus ce amongst a wider popula on, increase demand for
accountability, good governance and encourage popular mobiliza on against corrupt prac ces
and injus ce.

FIVE

SO C I A L AC C O U N TA B I L IT Y M OV E M E N T

ENUGU STATE
RELIGIOUS AND TRADITIONAL LEADERS
INCORPORATED IN THE
ANTICORRUPTION FIGHT

The tradi onal rulers and religious leaders agreed to preach and uphold values of honesty,
transparency and accountability, to promote jus ce devoid of personal gain and to strengthen
their resolve against corrup on.
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Rev. Fr. Benjamin Achi

(Director of communica on, Catholic Diocese of Enugu)

The Director of communica on, Catholic
Diocese of Enugu, Rev. Fr. Benjamin Achi
urged Religious Leaders to use their
inﬂuence to discourage ostenta ous
lifestyle forming the average craving of
every Nigerian, which fuels the hunger to
s t e a l f r o m t h e p u b l i c .

Igwe Hyacinth Edeani Chairman,

(council of tradi

onal rulers, Nkanu East LGA)

The Chairman, council of tradi onal rulers,
Nkanu East LGA Igwe Hyacinth Edeani, said
that the tradi onal rulers in the state should
prevail on government to provide social
ameni es to the people to cushion the
eﬀects of poverty and depriva on, which
according him breeds corrup on.
He also added that Communi es resilience
to corrup on is made possible by tradi onal
rulers who make for the recogni on of
individual capaci es, quali es and merits to
avoid pu ng a square peg on a round hole
which is one of the causes of corrup on.
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Cross sec on of par cipants from Enugu State an corrup on town hall on Strengthening the
moral ins tu ons in building a corrupt free society.
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THE ANTICORRUPTION FIGHT;
OF CITIZENS OR THE GOVERNMENT

OPINION PIECE

- Lynn Agwuncha

One of my ﬁnest and most-sa sfying adventures
so far, was the me I journeyed with my team
from Peering Advocacy and Advancement Centre
in Africa (PAACA) for an an corrup on town hall
with religious and tradi onal leaders across states
from the geopoli cal zones in the country. Each
day of the trip brought new insights and new
exploits, as might be expected of such a
landscape and exci ng mode of travel.
It was an opportunity to travel and explore new
places, not really because I believed the
an corrup on ﬁght will get commitment from
the leaders in these states, especially now that
religion and tradi on have been bastardized and
commercialized, to the extent that it is losing its
appeal as a promoter of right values and spiritual
standing, as a result of factors such as quest for prosperity/materialism by adherents and
religious leaders, quest for power, victory over perceived enemies; selﬁsh interests, sycophancy
and the like, all at the expense of the virtues and moral standards.
Before the interven on of Peering Advocacy and Advancement Centre in Africa (PAACA) with
support from Ac on Aid Nigeria, there was an observable fact that tradi onal and religious
leaders these states have a li le understanding of how their posi on as respectable members in
the society can posi vely inﬂuence the an corrup on ﬁght. Though not as the sole players in
ﬁgh ng the monster, but their role is cri cal for its treatment.
Engaging with these tradi onal and religious ins tu ons, exposed outstanding peculiari es in
their percep on of their roles as religious and tradi onal leaders in achieving a successful
an corrup on ﬁght in the country. The disposi on of these leaders to use their revered posi ons
in service to their communi es as opposed to personal gains largely inﬂuenced their acceptance
of the message of an corrup on.
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As usual, the government is blamed for
failure to eﬀec vely tackle corrup on.
Well, it is a known fact that the
government is cons tu onally
responsible to ﬁght corrup on, but
when they fail to do so what happens?
What posi ve result has blaming the
government yielded? Who suﬀers the
menace of corrup on? It is the place of
ci zens to get commi ed and ensure the
success of the an corrup on ﬁght by
con nually engaging the government.
Though I already lost faith that the
an corrup on message will be generally
accepted and acted upon by the
recipients just like the typical Nigerian,
thoughts of visi ng the well-known
tex le market in Kano State; being my
ﬁrst me in the northern part of the
country, and the indigenous market in
other states was something I exci ngly
looked forward to.
I was further convinced when a
tradi onal leader chose to play down on
the need to track budgetary alloca on,
promote accountability and reduce the
rate of abandoned projects in their
communi es, probably for the fear of
losing an exis ng or intended
rela onship with the government.
Interes ngly, other tradi onal leaders in
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the same state embraced the an corrup on
message and saw the need for a step down to
enable his community members beneﬁt and
be ac vely involved in the ﬁght against
corrup on.
It is important to note that some religious
leaders are disciples of injus ce, and cannot
clearly speak against corrup on and other
social vices. When the religious cons tuency
suﬀer corrup on of the same nature as the
public administra on, and members of the
congrega on who serve on Church boards
and commi ees are witnesses of corrup on
in the Church, it undermines its witness in the
public square. Hence, the religious and
tradi onal leaders should disassociate
themselves from traces of corrup on, to
encourage believability when an corrup on
messages come from their gate.
The PAACA team simpliﬁed ways ci zens can
eﬀec vely get involved in budget
implementa on process, which was accepted
with an obvious display of enthusiasm among
majority of the tradi onal and religious
leaders in these states. The desire to ac vely
engage their followers on an corrup on
issues and give the an corrup on ﬁght the
desired push, having discovered the power in
their voices, speaks op mism to the
an corrup on ﬁght.
Following the successes already recorded
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when ci zens engage as a group in the ﬁght against corrup on, a strong an corrup on network
was formed involving religious and tradi onal rulers who are willing to integrate the
an corrup on message in their sermon to followers, iden fy abandoned projects in their various
communi es, ques on service failure, and con nually engage public oﬃcials on corrup on issues
within their state, to increase the impact and rate of ci zen led monitoring.
The poten al of a collec ve ac on in these states is unarguable when every religious leader
posi ons him/herself as a posi ve inﬂuencer in the ﬁght against corrup on, while the tradi onal
leaders on their part should begin by promo ng the interest and welfare of their communi es
through inﬂuencing government to be more responsible to its people in providing social and
infrastructural ameni es; be er welfare package for workers; recognize, award or commend
good behavior, speak against corrupt acts irrespec ve of personal gains; and ensure peace in their
communi es.
There is a need for ci zens to reﬁne their expecta ons when accessing public services. It is
essen al in social accountability ini a ves and assessing collec ve ac on capabili es is cri cal for
choosing the right par cipatory approach, because some social accountability modali es require
par cularly strong and well-coordinated ci zen ac ons.
By the success rate and with con nuous support from Ac on Aid Nigeria for the implementa on
of SCRAP-C project (Strengthening Ci zens Resistance against Prevalence of Corrup on), we hope
to use the PAACA pla orm to engage more tradi onal and religious leaders across the country on
the need and ways to exploit their venerable posi on as inﬂuencers, in the ﬁght against
corrup on.
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BUILDING A COMMUNITY OF
PARTICIPATORY DEMOCRACY IN
AKWA IBOM STATE

PAACA explored a religious and tradi onal dimension to mobilizing Nigerians to own the
an corrup on ﬁght, raise independent voices and s mulate the demand for good governance
among the religious and tradi onal rulers in Uyo, Akwaibom State.
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Reverend Ndueso Ekwere
In a endance was the Chairman of the
Chris an Associa on of Nigeria, CAN, Akwa
Ibom State, Reverend Ndueso Ekwere, who
advocated that Chris an leaders and groups
should use the message of the cross to
promote a modest and upright lifestyle that
will contradict the crass materialism and
extreme economic liberalism of this age.

Shola Shodipo
“When the people are willing and ready, the
government is forced to take ac on” ….
Shola Shodipo, Akwaibom State
Commissioner of Independent Corrupt
Prac ces and other Related Oﬀences
Commission.
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Akuku Professor Amanam Akpanudo Udo
The Paramount ruler of E m Ekpo Local
Government Area, Akuku Professor Amanam
Akpanudo Udo, acknowledged that the
cultural and tradi onal ins tu ons are the
closest to the social control units in the society,
hence if tradi onal rulers are good example
themselves, they can help in cu ng down the
corrup on in the society by sensi zing the
social control units in their domains.
A uniform an corrup on message was
developed for advocacy in the religious and
tradi onal circle as well as ins tu onalize the
ﬁght against corrup on.

Mr. Enoh D. Uyoh

“Our founda on has been destroyed by
co r r u p o n , h e n ce , i t ta ke s t h e
collec ve eﬀort of ci zens to put it
together”
… Mr. Enoh D. Uyoh, Akwaibom State Director
of Na onal Orienta on Agency.
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PAACA ENGAGED RELIGIOUS AND
TRADITIONAL LEADERS IN
LAGOS STATE

The tradi onal and religious leaders in Lagos state is not le out as the onus lies on them as the
moral custodians of the society, to work towards stemming the de of corrup on in the country.
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Mr. Ayo Oyewole
The Head Public Aﬀairs, Economic and Financial
Crime Commission, Ibadan Zonal Oﬃce, Ayo
Oyewole guaranteed par cipants of EFCC's
commitment in the ﬁght against corrup on and
called for the support and coopera on of all
Nigerians including religious and tradi onal
ins tu ons to join in the ﬁght against corrup on
within their domain. He also appealed to
tradi onal and religious ins tu ons to join in the
whistle-blowing campaign against corrup on
assuring them of their protec on, adding that
informa on on ﬁnancial crimes must not be
given to anybody in the agency but senior
oﬃcers, advising that whistle blowers should
manage their tongue well and not disclose
conﬁden al informa on in public spaces as their
life might be endanger.

Mr. Waheed Ishola
The State Chairman of Na onal Orienta on
Agency, Waheed Ishola charged religious
leaders to preach more of salva on rather than
prosperity and appealed to tradi onal and
religious leaders to stand up to their
responsibili es of le ng their community
members and congregants know the ills
involved in being corrupt.
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Dr. Tajudeen Yusuf
Dr. Tajudeen Yusuf, Associate Professor of
Actuarial Science, University of Lagos, Akoka
said that our country will experience social
change the moment we begin to see ourselves as
part of the solution to our problems.
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TRADITIONAL AND RELIGIOUS LEADERS
VOW TO FIGHT CORRUPTION
IN KANO STATE

To ensure all hands must be on deck to ensure corrup on is wiped out from the country, religious
and tradi onal leaders in Kano state were engaged by Peering Advocacy and Advancement Centre
in Africa.
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Lawal Haruna Makarﬁ
Kano State director, Na onal Orienta on
Agency, Lawal Haruna Makarﬁ made a
commitment on behalf of the agency to ensure
a reduc on in the spread of corrup on,
through con nuous engagement with ci zens
at every level.

Rabi'u Muhammed Isyaku
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One of the District heads, Rabi'u Muhammed
Isyaku embraced the an corrup on message
and saw the need for a step down to his
community members and also encouraged
other district heads to do so to enable their
community members beneﬁt and be ac vely
involved in the ﬁght against corrup on.
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TRADITIONAL AND RELIGIOUS LEADERS
IN BORNO STATE STRENGTHENED TO
FIGHT CORRUPTION.

PAACA s mulated the religious and tradi onal leaders to priori ze the ﬁght against corrup on
through a network that will encourage transparency and accountability in government as well as
promote an corrup on message among followers. Par cipants at the town hall included deputy
zonal head of the Economic and Financial Crime Commission, Deputy Chief Imam of Borno State,
Na onal Orienta on Agency, Chris an Associa on of Nigeria, District head of Gumbari, and a host
of other religious and tradi onal leaders in Borno State.

TWENTY ONE
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In his statement of purpose, the Execu ve Director of PAACA, Ezenwa Nwagwu said that the
purpose of the gathering is to empower the religious and tradi onal leaders, and enable them join
the EFCC and Independent Corrupt Prac ces and other Related Oﬀences Commission in the ﬁght
against corrup on.

Mr. Hamza Rilwan

Mr. Hamza Rilwan, deputy zonal head
of the Economic and Financial Crime
Commission asked for the coopera on
of religious and tradi onal ins tu ons,
as key stakeholders in the ﬁght against
corrup on.
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Cross sec on of religious and tradi onal leaders during the an corrup on town-hall
on strengthening the moral ins tu ons in building a corrupt free society.
TWENTY THREE
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Abdullahi Aliyu Wayo
Abdullahi Aliyu Wayo of Na onal Orienta on
Agency encouraged par cipants to wield their
inﬂuence for the beneﬁt of their communi es,
mediate between the people and government
to improve governance, and also give the right
counsel to their followers to be morally upright
and exemplify the virtues of integrity.

The Panelists: L-R James Ugochukwu; program manager, PAACA (Moderator), Hamza Rilwan;
Deputy Zonal head, EFCC, Abdullahi Aliyu Wuyo; NOA representa ve, Waziri Ibrahim Zanna;
District head of Gumbari, She ma Imam manegunama; Deputy Chief Imam of Borno State and
Rev. Hamidu Jonah; Chris an Associa on of Nigeria representa ve.
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NETWORKS
COMMITMENT
TOWARDS THE
ANTICORRUPTION
FIGHT
In other to sustain the ﬁght against corrup on
in these states, a network of religious and
tradi onal leaders was created for a pla orm
to unite these bodies in a discussion on
prac cal ways they can be part of the
solu ons to the numerous challenges
bedeviling Nigeria, including corrup on.
Also, a con nuous collabora on with these
ins tu ons will result in intensifying the
message of integrity, increase demand for
accountability, good governance and
encourage popular mobiliza on against
corrupt prac ces and injus ce.
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Enugu State Network of Religious and Tradi onal Leaders
Against Corrup on

Akwa-ibom State Network of Religious and Tradi onal Leaders
Against Corrup on
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Lagos State Network of Tradi onal and Religious Leaders
Against Corrup on

Kano State Network of Religious and Tradi onal Leaders
Against Corrup on
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Borno State Network of Religious and Tradi onal Leaders
Against Corrup on
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SIGNED
ANTICORRUPTION
PLEDGE CARDS

Tradi onal rulers and leaders of religious groups in Enugu state pledged to sustain the ﬁght
against corrup on by Preaching and upholding values of honesty, accountability and
transparency, devoid of personal gains.
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Enugu State par cipants signing pact towards the an corrup on ﬁght
THIRTY
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Lagos State par cipants pledging commitment towards the
an corrup on ﬁght

Akwa-ibom State par cipants waving their signed pledge cards.
THIRTY ONE
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Kano State par cipants pledging commitment towards the
an corrup on ﬁght

Borno State par cipants vowing commitment towards the
an corrup on ﬁght
T H I RT Y T WO
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NEWSPAPER
SPLASH
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THIRTY SEVEN
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