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Say No Campaign. . .Inaugurates Lawyers Network. . . 1

T
he greatest challenge to the ongoing 

anticorruption fight, has been the 

inability to secure convictions with 

high profile corruption cases, which has made it 

extremely difficult to practice the principle of 

accountability among public officials. As a 

result, the anticorruption fight is losing 

momentum, especially among the citizens, who 

were once desperate to support every effort to 

rid Nigeria of this terror. 

The necessity for Nigeria to rid itself of 

corruption is unnegotiable as the present reality 

reeks of the devastating effect of the menace on 

the ordinary citizens and the society at large. 

This forms the rationale behind Say No 

Campaign Nigeria partnering the Bar to take the 

lead in the anticorruption fight.  

Say No Campaign Nigeria identified lawyers as 

strategic to the anticorruption fight due to their 

expertise in investigation, prosecution and 

application of the law. Hence, in a townhall 

meeting organised for lawyers, with support 

from MacArthur Foundation, on the role of 

Lawyers in the anticorruption fight, Ezenwa 

Nwagwu, the convener of Say No Campaign 

had urged lawyers at the Unity Bar Abuja to use 

their skills for good and not for evil,  Stressing 

that members of the Bar need to reflect deeply on 

the kind of justice the judicial system delivers in 

Nigeria and how it has enabled corruption in the 

country. 

This prompted the creation of the Lawyers 

Network Against Corruption (LAWNAC), 

made up of over a hundred patriotic lawyers 

ready to take a formidable stand against 

corruption.

During the inauguration of these champions, 

duly attended by the office of the presidency and 

SAY NO CAMPAIGN PARTNERS NBA, INAUGURATES 
LAWYERS NETWORK AGAINST CORRUPTION 
(LAWNAC)

Panel members at the Inaugura�on of LAWNAC



the vice president, represented by the special 

adviser to the president on prosecution, chief, 

Obono Oblah and the Senior Adviser to the vice 

president on rule of law, Akinbola Adeniran, 

anticorruption agencies (EFCC and ICPC), and 

MacArthur foundation, members of the 

LAWNAC were admonished to deploy all legal 

tools to advance the anticorruption fight and to 
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2 Launch of SNC Anticorruption mobile app.

SAY NO CAMPAIGN LAUNCH ITS ANTI-CORRUPTION 
MOBILE APP 

S
ay No Campaign Nigeria (SNCN) 

Launched Dorocorruption Mobile App 

with support from the MacArthur 

Foundation. 

The desire to have citizens actively participate 

and drive the anticorruption fight and the need to 

deploy technology to aid citizens participation, 

motivated the creation of the Dorocorruption 

Mobile App. 

While introducing the App, Jaye Gaskia, the 

convener of Take Back Nigeria and a co 

convener of SNCN, noted that with the App, 

citizens now have a platform to actively engage 

the anticorruption fight, by promptly reporting 

corruption cases as it is being witnessed. 

Individuals who wish to report corruption and 

remain anonymous can do so and petitions 

lodged wil l  be forwarded for  further 

investigation and necessary action. 

Jaye Gaskia added that the App will also serve 

as a hub for corruption cases and available to the 

“members of the LAWNAC were 

admonished to deploy all legal tools 

to advance the an�corrup�on fight 

and to remain vibrant and commi�ed 

to the cause of jus�ce in the country.   

Laudable Initiative- SA to Vice president on Rule of Law

remain vibrant and committed to the cause of 

justice in the country.  

In his remark, the chairman of the Unity Bar and 

head of the LAWNAC, Ezenwa Anumnu, 

promised that the platform will deploy its 

expertise and maximize the Freedom of 

Information Act (FOIA) and the Administration 

of Criminal Justice Act (ACJA) to ensure 

Nigeria wins the war against corruption. 

Cross-sec�on of par�cipants at the Inaugura�on of LAWNAC
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public to monitor and track the status of cases 

reported. 

Noteworthy, is that through the partnership with 

the Lawyers Network Against Corruption 

(LAWNAC), citizens who submit petitions will 

have their cases taken up by members of 

LAWNAC at no charge to the complainant. This 

will discourage the impunity with which 

corruption is currently thriving and encourage 

citizens to report corruption and injustice.  

While unveiling the Dorocorruption mobile 

app, the Special adviser to the vice president on 

the rule of law, Akinbola Adeniran, commended 

Say No Campaign for the initiative and advised 

that the App should also include reports of 

successes recorded in the anticorruption fight so 

that Nigerians will remain aware and motivated. 

Mobile
APP

“the App will also serve as a hub for 

corrup�on cases and available to the 

public to monitor and track the 

status of cases reported.” 

Jaiye Gaskia 

REFORM ACT FOR ICPC TO EFFECTIVELY FIGHT 
CORRUPTION - ICPC tells Senate

T
he Independent Corrupt Practices and 

other related Offenses Commission 

(ICPC), through its spokesperson, 

Rasheedat Okodua, has called on the senate to 

review the commission's Act to abolish 

provisions of the Act that frustrate the 

commissions '  effort  in advancing the 

anticorruption fight. 

She said this during the weekly #dorocorruption 

radio program with the convener of Say no 

Campaign, Ezenwa Nwagwu. 

According to her, the Act needs to be expanded 

to allow corruption cases to be tried in the 

Federal High court. Restricting trial of offences 

committed in states to the state high courts has 

proved to be the greatest challenge to securing 

Rasheedat Okodua
(ICPC Spokes Person)

Reform ICPC to fight corruption. . .
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4 FOIA Empowers Citizens to fight. . .

conviction of high profile cases as these 

individuals often have substantive influence 

over the chief judge of the state, having 

appointed them. She stressed that If high profile 

officials with corruption charges are tried in 

federal courts, the chances that they will wield 

influence over the chief justice of the federation 

would be slim.

Other challenges, she noted, is the presumption 

of innocent until proven guilty clause of the 

criminal law, which put the burden of proof on 

the prosecutor, she lamented that this is 

overwhelming for a commission that is already 

understaffed to be saddened with the 

responsibility of proving all suspects guilty. 

While explaining the role of the ICPC to include 

investigation, prosecution, prevention of 

corruption and educating Nigerians on the ills of 

corruption, she advised citizens to support the 

ongoing anticorruption fight by reporting 

corruption and demanding accountability from 

public officials.

 the Act needs to be expanded to allow 

corrup�on cases to be tried in the 

Federal High court. Restric�ng trial of 

offences commi�ed in states to the 

state high courts has proved to be the 

greatest challenge to securing convic�on 

of high profile cases as these individuals 

o�en have substan�ve influence over 

the chief judge of the state, having 

appointed them. 

FOIA EMPOWERS CITIZENS TO FIGHT CORRUPTION
-  Ministry of Justice

S
peaking on Dorocorruption radio 

program, the head of the Freedom of 

Information Act (FOIA) unit, Ministry 

of Justice, Benjamin Okolo described FOIA as 

the second-best piece of legislation in Nigeria 

after the constitution, because it ensures 

transparency, accountability and probity from 

public officials. This has made it a potent tool in 

the fight against corruption and citizens cannot 

afford not to take advantage of the law, he added. 

Benjamin Okolo explained that the FOI Act has 



- BENJAMIN OKOLO 
Ministry of Justice
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Workers in Nigeria are treated like slaves. . . . . . 5

made it a Right for Nigerians to have access to 

public information which hitherto was official 

secret. According to him, the FOIA has nullified 

the official secret Act which was a haven for 

corrupt officials to hide implicating document 

from public scrutiny as they perpetrate their act 

of corruption. 

By this Act, citizens can keep the government on 

its toe and force it to deliver since they can 

monitor the budget, track implementation by 

government institutions and contractors. This is 

because public institutions are bound by the 

provisions of the Act to respond and supply 

information requested and where it is denied, 

citizens can always seek court injunction to 

access the information.

Lamenting the present underutilization of this 

Act by citizens, Benjamin urged citizens  to take 

advantage of the Act and demand full 

implementation of all provisions of the Act, 

noting  that the FOIA is a huge achievement for 

Nigeria but can be rendered ineffective if 

ignored by citizens. 

“the FOI Act has made it a Right for 

Nigerians to have access to 

public informa�on which hitherto 

was official secret.” 

Benjamin Okolo

By this Act, ci�zens can keep the 

government on its toe and force it to 

deliver since they can monitor the 

budget, track implementa�on 

by government ins�tu�ons

 and contractors

WORKERS IN NIGERIA ARE TREATED LIKE SLAVES
- NLC PRESIDENT

T
he president of the Nigerian Labour 

Congress, on #DoroCorruption radio 

programme, lamented the ordeal of 

workers at the hands of state governments in 

Nigeria, insisting that the Nigerian government 

treat workers like slaves and it is about time 

workers use their PVC and numbers to push 

back, to vote out every state governor defaulting 

in payment of salaries, in the coming election. 

According to him, states owing salaries were 
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given bailouts and different federal government 

interventions, including the Paris club funds to 

offset their debts to state workers, while some 

have met their responsibilities and paid off, 

chronic debtors like Benue and Kogi states 

among others, remain adamant in fulfilling their 

responsibilities to their workers. He added that 

the challenge is not a lack of resources but sheer 

unwillingness and misplaced priorities.  

“The reality of this matter is that the problem 

has never been about resources but priority. In 

most of those states, their priority is not to pay 

salaries, their priority is white elephant projects. 

It is not about resources because before this 

current administration came in, Plateau state 

was owing seven (7) months salaries. Through 

ingenuity, the governor utilized all the money 

given to him and everybody has been paid. 

Many states have utilized their money, but these 

states, about twelve of them, Benue and Kogi 

inclusive, have failed. However, we can hold 

them accountable because democracy is about 

the people and if, as a governor, you are not able 

to address the fundamental constitutional issue, 

which is the security and welfare of the people, 

then the people also must be able to hold you 

“it is about �me workers use their 

PVC and numbers to push back, 

to vote out every state governor 

defaul�ng in payment of salaries, 

in the coming elec�on.”

- NLC President

accountable. Workers and pensioners must unite 

to use their PVC and chase this type of people 

out”. 

While he encouraged ci t izens to join 

associations of likeminded people capable of 

promoting collective goal, the convener of Say 

No Campaign, Ezenwa Nwagwu, added that the 

demand for accountability must first begin with 

the little communities citizens find themselves, 

only when citizens are able to hold their 

community or association leaders accountable, 

will there have the courage to hold government 

accountable. 

Ezenwa also encouraged citizens to be united in 

fighting for the common good and not be 

divided along ethnic or religious sentiments in 

the clamour for accountability.   

He further stressed that state governors owing 

salaries are inflicting the worst kind of terror on 

their people and citizens need to be brave, 

daring and show outrage to force the hands of 

government. He added that there is always a 

prize to be paid in a revolution and Nigerians 

should not be ridden by fear and remain 

enslaved by these oppressors.

“The reality of this ma�er is that 

the problem has never been about 

resources but priority. 

In most of those states, their priority 

is not to pay salaries, their priority 

is white elephant projects. 
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WE NEED TO REBUILD OUR CHARACTER TO REJECT
CORRUPTION

A
fr ica 's  foremost  professor  of 

Criminology and Member of the 

Presidential Advisory Committee on 

Anticorrupt ion (PACAC),  Prof .  Femi 

Odekunle, has identified the Nigerian youths as 

crucial to the country's anticorruption fight 

while highlighting ways citizens should engage 

the anticorruption fight to win it.

Speaking with the Say No Campaign team on 

the weekly dorocorruption radio program on 

Wazobia, Prof. Odekunle stated that corruption 

is worse than terrorism, because its implication 

is far reaching and equally destructive. Hence he 

urged citizens to support the anticorruption 

effort by the government, report cases of 

corruption and hold government accountable, 

though, he acknowledged the need to improve 

number of convictions of high profile cases in 

other to sustain citizens' support. 

According to him, there is a need to focus the 

anticorruption fight on rebuilding the 

CHARACTER of the Nigerian youth to fully 

understand the damning consequences of 

corruption to build a culture of abhorrence for 

fraud. Hence, he commended ICPC for their 

initiative to incorporate anticorruption Lessons 

into secondary school curriculum. He however, 

cautioned that this initiative will be futile if 

anticorruption classes are not deliberate in 

exposing students to truly understand the direct 

implications of corruption but follow the 

ritualized method of teaching.  

He a lso  urged c i�zens  to  own the 

an�corrup�on fight by occupying spaces, 

insis�ng that ci�zens must engage the 

an�corrup�on fight by taking physical 

ac�on against corrup�on, occupying spaces 

and remaining determined in forcing the 

government to meet their demands.

He advised civil society groups and other 

interest groups, including the Nigeria Labour 

Congress, (NLC) to be proactive in aggregating 

citizens voices and adequately representing 

their interest, adding that only then will citizens 

be confident to challenge the government. Thus, 

he urged NLC to consider negotiating better 

deals for the average worker by demanding a 

one-tenth of the salary of the highest paid public 

official as the minimum wage for its members.

- Prof. Femi Adekunle (PACAC)

Prof. Femi Odekunle (member PACAC) on #Dorocorrup�on
with Ezenwa Nwagwu (Say No Campaign)

7We need to rebuild our character to reject. . .
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BROWN ENVELOPE, SEALED LIPS AND JOURNALISM: 
A BANE TO THE ANTICORRUPTION FIGHT

M
edia practitioners have been urged 

to engage the anticorruption fight 

by consciously investigating 

stories with the need to unravel corrupt practices 

and inspire the society to demand for 

accountability and justice. 

The veteran journalist, Austin Agbonsuremi, 

said this on the weekly DoroCorruption radio 

program by Say No Campaign, in a discussion 

on the role of media in the anticorruption fight. 

He spoke on the challenges faced by media 

practitioners in advancing the anticorruption 

fight, noting that media practitioners have a lot 

to do in exposing grand corruption and 

pressurizing the system to ensure accountability 

and justice, however, this role remains 

threatened by the unethical practices of the 

brown envelop syndrome and media ownership 

interest.

According to him, the crave for 'brown 

envelope' or kickbacks by journalists have 

adversely affected the quality and integrity of 

stories reported. The zeal to unravel truth 

through aggressive investigative journalism to 

consciously move the society towards positive 

change has been dampened because most 

journalists are lazy and have been compromised 

because of brown envelops. 

He worried that poor salary structure and 

economic hardship which has plagued the 

country for decades and consequently increased 

the demand for brown envelope, has adversely 

affected the ability of journalists to positively 

influence society with their stories. Similarly, 

interferences by public officials who are major 

investors in media houses, constitute real 

impediments to the credibility of stories 

- Austin Agbonsuremi tells practitioners

The zeal to unravel truth through 

aggressive inves�ga�ve journalism to 

consciously move the society towards 

posi�ve change has been dampened 

because most journalists are lazy and 

have been compromised because of 

brown envelops. 
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Nigerians continue to lament the country's 

dilapidating health sector without hope of any 

improvement as government remains mute 

while the agelong challenges bedevilling the 

sector continue to thrive. There have been no 

efforts at improving facilities and equipment, 

rehabilitating health centres, or substantively 

improving budget for the sector, irrespective of 

the health challenges and risks abound in the 

country. 

The negligence of this sector seems almost 

malicious against the ordinary citizens who are 

the patronisers of the sector and are directly 

affected; WHO and UNICEF have reported that 

Nigeria remains the second country with the 

highest death rate of under-five year old children 

and maternity death, among many other poor 

records. The ordinary Nigeria are the victims in 

these records, who cannot even afford private 

medical care nor dream of a foreign medical 

care. 

Meanwhile,  government officials have 

successfully made Nigeria a top contender in 

medical tourism, even to African countries, 

hence the temerity to neglect the sector and 

plunge it into a perpetual state of decay.  

Issues of poor budgeting of the sector continue to 

rise, the underbudgeting of the entire 16 teaching 

hospitals that is supposed to cater to the medical 

needs of Nigerians and facilitate researches in 

the sector, is alarming, even as a single state 

house clinic receives almost twice the amount 

budgeted for the 16 hospitals put together. (State 

house clinic received N11.2billion naira in 

reported and the exposure of corruption. 

According to him, the personal interests of these 

controllers of the media spaces will always 

override public good, stories will be killed in 

favour of the donor.  

Therefore, he admonished Nigerian Journalists 

to adopt international best practices of 

freelancing,  a  system of sel l ing well 

investigated and credible news stories to media 

houses willing to break the news. In addition to 

the extra income this practice will generate, it 

w i l l  a l s o  h e l p  j o u r n a l i s t s  r e m a i n 

uncompromised. He added that Journalists 

should not feel limited by the house policies 

guiding the operations of the media houses they 

are employed with, but should rather, pick up 

leads and thoroughly investigate stories that will 

be bought by daring media houses committed to 

making the difference and breaking the stories. 

Furthermore, he called on Journalists to commit 

to the anticorruption fight and make it a mission 

to explore stories that make all the difference. 

NIGERIA'S DILAPIDATING HEALTH SECTOR
                                            - Way Forward



budget from 2015-2017, while the 16 teaching 

hospitals collectively received N6.7billion). 

The dire state of the sector has resulted in many 

epileptic industrial actions organised by 

medical personnel both at state and federal 

level, without much improvement, as health 

centres remain understaffed with crude 

equipment, broken down facilities, no drugs 

and underfunded.

The president of the Nigeria Medical 

Association prof. Mike Ozovehen Ogirima at 

the Dorocorruption radio program also 

lamented the inability of the Nigerian 

government to adequately fund the sector with 

the required 15% of the national budget. 

According to him, the sector is currently funded 

with only 3% of the total national budget, hence, 

salaries cannot be paid, there is gross 

understaffing of the sector- one doctor to cater 

for 2000 Nigerians instead of the World Health 

Organization (WHO's) proposed, one doctor to 

600 people in a country.  It is the ordinary 

citizens who cannot afford an alternative, which 

suffers this. 

Other challenges in the sector are issues of 

corruption perpetrated by staff at public 

hospitals, including unprofessionalism and 

poor service delivery. Prof Mike condemns this 

vehemently and urged Nigerians to resist and 

report cases of corruption witnessed within the 

sector to Servicom, the director, or Consumer 

Protection Council, to promote accountability 

within the sector. 

Furthermore, he urged the government to 

prioritize the health sector and improve its 

system to deliver proper health care services to 

Nigerians, also emphasizing the need for 

Nigerians to pressurize the government to seat 

up and improve its service delivery. 

#Dorocorruption volume 1, issue 3
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the greatest challenge of the Nigerian 

health sector is  poor funding, 

the sector is currently funded with 

only 3% of the total na�onal budget, 

hence, salaries cannot be paid, 

there is gross understaffing of the 

sector- one doctor caters for 2000 

Nigerians instead of the World Health 

Organiza�on (WHO's) proposed, 

one doctor to 600 people in a country. 

Nigeria’s dilapidated health sector . . . 
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TOWARDS A CREDIBLE ELECTION IN 2019

S
hamsudeen Yusuf of Centre for 

Democracy and Development (CDD) in 

a discussion with the Dorocorruption 

team on Wazobia FM, enjoined citizens to desist 

from enabling electoral fraud by seeking for 

bribes, selling their votes or merely watching as 

electoral offences are being perpetrated at 

elections.

As concerns over the credibility of 2019 

election are being raised and the need to avoid 

the repeated cases of compromised Independent 

National Electoral Commission (INEC) 

officials, Shamsudeen observed with concerns 

that INEC is overburdened with election 

responsibilities, thus will be unable to check 

abuses and corruption in the coming election. 

He however, opined that the passage of the 

e l e c t o r a l  r e f o r m ,  w o u l d  e n a b l e  t h e 

establishment of an Electoral Offences 

Commission which will monitor electoral 

processes, investigate electoral offences and 

prosecute offenders to enable transparency and 

integrity of the general election. He stressed that 

such commission will only make INEC more 

efficient and effective.  

Commenting on why the anticorruption fight is 

losing momentum and not gaining the expected 

result, Shamsudeen opined that a successful 

anticorruption crusade needs a strategic 

planning that put into consideration the 

sequence of action that must be taken in any case 

of corruption; sanitizing institutions and 

building their capacity to administer justice 

without fear or favour; a clear indication of what 

citizens' role will be and overall, the political 

will to empower institutions and allow them 

function maximally, without this plan, the war 

cannot succeed.

- CDD

“the key to good governance is credible 

elec�on and ci�zens need to be 

empowered through con�nuous 

sensi�za�on to avoid enabling electoral 

fraud and mortgaging the future 

of the country.”

- Shamsudeen Yusuf
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“Our Ability To Adjust To Every Situation Makes Us Highly Tolerant Of Corruption”        

                                                                                                  - James Ugochukwu

S
peaking on Dorocorruption radio 

program on wazobia Fm, James 

Ugochukwu, the Program Manager of 

Say No Campaign, lamented the high rate of 

corruption in the educational sector noting that 

the society is complicit in the corruption 

perpetrated in the sector.

According to him, corrup�on in our schools is 

fuelled by our penchant for success at all cost, 

this has driven parents to pay bribes to 

upgrade or promote their wards who had 

failed academically, warning that, cour�ng 

this kind of corrup�on do major harm to the 

development of the child and society at large 

and if this trend is not checked, he said, Nigeria 

will witness a genera�on of youngsters 

incapable of adding value to the society.

He opined that the entire sector needs to be 

sanitized and all stakeholders have their roles to 

play. While commending the JAMB registrar, 

Prof Ishaq Oloyede, for taking the lead to 

cleanse the sector by auditing it offices 

nationwide to exposed fraudulent practices and 

promote transparency and accountability, he 

emphasized that having credible leaders with 

the willingness to fight corruption at the helm of 

affairs, will make all the difference in the 

anticorruption fight.

Although he noted that the greatest challenge to 

tackling corruption in the sector would be our 

ability as a people to adjust to any situation 

which has made us relatively tolerant of corrupt 

practices, hence, we have come to accept them 

as normal. He however, hoped that the average 

Nigerian can reverse this trend especially when 

they remain the victim of a failed educational 

system.

He enjoined citizens to cultivate a healthy habit 

of questioning 'unhealthy' statusquo and avoid 

trivializing issues of corruption especially when 

perpetrated by public officials. He said, we must 

look beyond the jokes being propagated about 

missing monies and focus on the seriousness of 

corruption cases, demanding for accountability 

and justice. Similarly, he called on the relevant 

institutions to speedily prosecute persons 

involved in fraudulent practices as exposed by 

the Jamb audit and other investigations. 

PREVALENCE OF CORRUPTION IN THE EDUCATIONAL 
SECTOR
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