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THE NIGERIAN SPIRIT DRIVES OUR 
PASSION AND INTEREST 
– DR. KOLE SHETTIMA, Co-Director, On Nigeria; Director, 
   Africa Office, MacArthur Founda�on

How do you assess the 

level of  corruption in 

Nigeria?

I think I have seen a number of  

public opinion polls which 

were published on the eve of  

the first year anniversary of  

the President' second term, 

and then, there is a report that 

UNODC also published as 

well. UNODC report suggests 

that  increas ing ly,  many 

Nigerians oppose corruption; 

they feel that corruption is bad 

for the country, they think that 

corruption has eroded the 

values and development of  the 

country, and they feel that 

cor rupt ion  has  actua l ly 

undermined Nigeria's ability 

to provide services to its own 

citizens, which i think is a good 

news because it shows that the 

l e v e l  o f  t o l e r a n c e  f o r 

corruption is reducing in the 

country.     ....... cont’d on page 2

CHILD DEFILEMENT IS 
NOT RAPE 

– Dr. Abiola Akiyode

Although domestic violence takes 

place everywhere, subjective evidence 

in Nigeria tells of  a culture in which 

such assaults are shockingly common, 
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The public opinion polls, Daily trust and data produced by the 

Centre for Democracy and Development gave about sixty-six (66%) 

percent pass mark to the current administration in terms of  its fight 

against corruption. But, of  course, all of  them raised a number of  

concerns in terms of  what is happening. One of  the major issue they 

raised was that whereas there is a commitment to fight corruption, 

at the same time looks like there are many people who are in the 

ruling party that have been shielded, and not prosecuted as they 

have should been prosecuted by the administration as well.  I will 

say that based on those three analyses we have seen, we can say that 

the cup is half  full and not half  empty. There are serious problems 

and challenges I think we as citizens will continue to face and fight 

back as well, and we should never allow the issue of  corruption to be 

about an individual or an administration, it has to be about the 

Nigerian people and what Nigerians consider as the most important 

thing we need to do for ourselves, for our children, and for 

development of  our country. We have to do it 

because this is the common wealth that belongs 

to all of  us; it is not a common wealth that 

belongs to tiny minority of  citizens or people in 

this country. We should all worry about what are 

the implications of  corruption for our people, for 

our country, and especially for the younger 

generation who are coming, I think we are 

stealing their future, we are depriving them their 

future, we are depriving them their livelihood. 

There is no good parent who would want to steal 

the future of  their children and grandchildren, 

unless that parent is certainly not a correct 

parent. 

How has the MacArthur Foundation been 

deal ing with some of  the covid_19 

challenges?

As we all know, Covid_19 is a major challenge. 

First of  all, I will like to talk about what we did 

for our staff, and I think we have tried as much as 

possible to ensure that our staff  is well sorted. 

We closed our office much earlier than when 

the government announced the closure of  

offices, and up till now, we are still working 

from home to ensure that our staff  is not 

exposed to any challenge and problem.  

Secondly with our grantees, we have 

communicated with them probably more than 

four to five times during this period; first of  all 

to alert and assure them that we are here with 

them, to give them the flexibility of  doing 

their work as they tend, and that they should 

never think about whether their deadline is 

now or tomorrow. The foundation will 

continue to assure its grantees that their 

health and safety come first and they should 

never worry whether the foundation is going 

to be upset or angry that they have not done 

their work, it is not important to us, what's 

most important to us is their own health, 

safety and that of  their staff  and colleagues. 

We have assured them several times, when for 

example when they have problem with their 
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reporting or anything, in fact the foundation has 

even now agreed to accept verbal reports, if  

people have challenges of  either going to the 

office to send an email or they are located in a 

place where they are unable to send an email, but 

able to make a phone call. In terms of  their annual 

report, the foundation has told them that if  they 

cannot meet their deadline, they should never 

worry about their deadline, they can report to the 

foundation anytime they want. We have also 

shared with them number of  information around 

mental health and their physical health within 

this period; what they should be thinking about; 

what they should be doing; why they should be 

taking all kinds of  steps. We have shared with 

them a number a resources to ensure they don't 

run into other problems in doing their work as 

well.  I think that we have also challenged the 

grantees and I am very happy that they have tried 

to live up to that, I try to tell them that in this 

moment, what is more important and very critical 

is civic leadership, it's about how we as citizens 

take charge of  the situation and do what we can in 

order to respond to the pandemic. So, we should 

not just think about what the government can do, 

but actually what we should do in spite all or in 

complimenting what the government is trying to 

do, and I am very happy that many of  them have 

come to us, and have said during the COVID, 

probably they want to do this program or the 

other program, they want to do some new things 

because of  the COVID that is happening due to 

their sense of  responsibility and willingness to 

exercise their civic leadership. Civil society 

organizations have the responsibility to do 

whatever they can in order to ensure that they 

also do that, and they do that in different ways; 

some of  them will turn to public education; there 

are a number of  people in radio stations, some of  

them in Nigerian languages, some in English 

language, some of  them on televisions, some are 

even on newspapers and other programs they 

are doing in other to educate the public about 

this pandemic. Others are tracking the 

resources that are being spent on COVID, and 

a number of  them have organized webinars 

and trainings on how to track resources 

during this period, because we know that funds 

are coming in locally and internationally for 

this COVID response, and we don't want the 

COVID situation to be an opportunity for 

some people to enrich themselves, but to 

provide services to ordinary citizens that 

actually deserve the resources at this time. A 

number of  them have been involved in trying 

to track the resources that is spent, including 

some of  the palliatives that have been 

distributed, others are looking at the modified 

school feeding program; how it's actually 

being done, some have made a Freedom of  

information request to find out from the 

government how much have been spent, some 

grantees have also been doing work around 

disinformation; doing fact checking and 

countering the number of  rumors going on in 

the social media about this. I am very proud of  

the work the grantees are doing, trying to 

exercise their civic leadership, either to 

compliment whatever the government is 

doing and trying to cross check the 

government, because there are situation where 

the government has failed in actually taking 

leadership and  providing services to our  

citizens. 

What are your perspectives in the way 

government is dealing, particularly in Kano 

of  the Northern Nigeria, following the 

head minister's reaffirmation that many 

debts in Kano were related to COVID 19? 

Are there things we should be doing 
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differently? 

Kano is a very pathetic and dangerous situation, unfortunately because of  the nature of  the 

environment and I think that government initially really understood the most vulnerable places in the 

country. They looked at the most urbanized and vulnerable places like Kano, Lagos, Ibadan, Port 

Harcourt, Abuja and I think they also looked at the challenge of  our major airport centres. We made a 

number of  mistakes in the response, I don't think those were deliberate mistakes, they were rational 

mistakes, in the sense that we tried to follow the first index case, and because the first index case was in 

Lagos, we tried to concentrate in Lagos and tried to put the infrastructure and resources to ensure that 

we contain the situation, which I think is a rational thing to do.  By the way, I always say that somewhat 

we are lucky that this problem started in Lagos, I can imagine if  it had started in another part of  the 

country, the disaster would have been worse because despite all our problems and all the problems of  

Lagos, Lagos has a better infrastructure and better governance structure to deal with this problem than 

if  it had happened in another part of  the country. So, government, partly because of  the Ebola 

experience, they had something on ground that helped in guiding them. As the virus tried to move off  

into the hinterland, we tried to build the infrastructure gradually, next was Ogun, eventually it was Oyo 

and Abuja. Unfortunately, we never realized that by the time we identified the first index in Kano, there 

was already a problem in Kano, but we always look at first index case, unfortunately so many people 

were dying at that time, that we never knew it was because of  COVID, so all of  our reference were 

always in the first index case, and now, it's being 

discovered in many parts of  the world. The first 

index case that we report is just a report that 

actually has been officially reported, but in many 

places people have died much earlier. It was only 

later people went back to see the record, and in 

some places, they were able to do autopsy to find 

out that actually, those people who died earlier 

was also as a result of  COVID19, although the 

first index case might have been discovered a 

month or two even in some places, after the 

situation.  Even now, there is claim in china that 

probably the problem started as early as august 

2019, based on imagery of  hospital attendants in 

the record of  computers and other things, 

whereas, as we all know, the first case that was 

reported was in January, so there was like a five 

months gap in that one. In Kano, that was the 

same situation we have found ourselves, whereby 

a lot of  people died. Unfortunately, the first set of  

people who died is supposed to be prominent 

people, we know that people attend the funeral 

of  prominent people, and now I think we know 

that probably a lot of  the people who attended 

those deaths of  prominent people also got 

infected in those places. Most of  the infections 

happened as a result of  few events; anything 

that brings people together in large numbers, 

whether it is a soccer match, naming 

ceremony, funeral, or school, these are 

indication of  super spread at events. I think 

that what we saw initially in Kano, not only in 

Kano, reports from Bauchi, Yobe and others, 

probably, those were the suggestions around 

as a result of  super spread at events. Most of  

them, big people died, many people went for 

the funeral and many people got infected 

through that process as well. In the northern 

part of  the country, the reality there even 

before COVID; the rate of  endemic diseases 

are much higher, which is a reflection of  

inequality in access to challenges which are 
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very prominent in the northern part of  the 

country. When you have that underlining 

condition; like malaria, tuberculosis, child 

mortality, underside mortality, high level of  

malnutrition, you compare these indices in the 

northern part of  the country with the other parts 

of  the country, you will find out that there are 

much higher levels of  those problems. When 

added up with the sum of  COVID, what happens 

then is that the underlining condition then 

exacerbates the situation, therefore making it 

much worse than other parts of  the country. 

The MacArthur Foundation just reported on 

its periodic review, how will this review affect 

your work in Nigeria? 

Well, it will not be a major change. I don't think 

there is going to be a major change in terms of  

the work that we are doing. I think that, certainly, 

one of  the changes that is happening given the 

situation we have found ourselves with COVID, 

we are trying to see if  we can get more resources 

in terms of  the COVID response, we are trying to 

see if  we can support the UNDP, and provide 

support to get some materials for the country, 

especially in terms of  the personal protection 

equipment (PPE). We want it to be available 

nationwide, so that our frontline workers are 

protected as we all know they have been the 

victims in many of  our hospitals and clinics, and 

many of  them have been infected. Being our own 

frontline workers, we really don't want them to 

continue to be infected. I think that is certainly 

one big change that is going to happen. Looking 

at situations that are so appalling and difficult, the 

foundation in the spirit of  being a good 

neighbour, whereby you don't want to be in a 

situation where you allow other people close to 

you to be suffering, when you are protected, that 

is one of  the major things we are trying to do in 

terms of  change.

Over the years that you have been working 

here, what measure would you put as 

satisfaction back home in Chicago that 

these funds are achieving its objectives?

I would say that the difference is in the 

Nigerian people. We all know that there are 

serious problems in our governance structure 

and our leadership, but definitely the Nigerian 

spirit drives our passion and interest about the 

country. Despite all the limitations and 

challenges our people are facing, they are 

always willing to do whatever they can to make 

their lives better and improve the quality of  

their children. Without sounding derogatory, 

People who hardly make a living in this 

country, you will find out that they are striving 

and struggling every morning and evening; I 

am not in any way glorifying that kind of  life, 

but I am trying to say that there is a spirit 

among Nigerians that despite all the 

challenges and limitations they have, they will 

try to make it. So that spirit is what gladdens 

the foundation and gives us hope, that with this 

collective spirit of  “we can do”, hopefully, we 

can lift this country in a much better situation 

for our children and for our grandchildren as 

well.

SOURCE: PRIMORG TV
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CHILD DEFILEMENT IS 
NOT RAPE – Dr. Abiola Akiyode

lthough domestic violence takes 

Aplace everywhere,  subjective 

evidence in Nigeria tells of  a culture 

in which such assaults are shockingly 

common, with a huge number of  them 

unreported. Such stories are just snippets 

from what is a pandemic of  physical and 

sexual violence that is destroying the lives of  

countless women, girls and sometimes boys in 

the country.

Speaking on Say No Campaign weekly 

DoroCorruption Discussion series via instagram 

live, the Executive Director of  Women 

Advocates Research and Documentation Centre 

(WARDC), Dr. Abiola Akiyode defined rape as 

having unlawful canal knowledge of  a woman 

without her consent, and can be established in 

different ways; it must be without her consent; 

when she is put in a situation of  fear; when there 

is a misrepresentation, including the many 

different ways highlighted by the law, that rape 

can established. 

According to her, a child is defined by virtue of  

the child's right act as anyone below the age of  

eighteen (18) years, and defilement occurs to 

anyone below the specified age of  eighteen, not 

rape. One of  the problems we are having with our 

laws is clearly not following the Child's Right Act 

which specified age 18, so, there are different 

things in the penal code and criminal code, while 

in some other places, a child is talked about within 

the context of  age 13 and 11;  there is a problem 

of  uniform age. In 2003, the child's right act 

was passed in about 26 states; therefore the 

generally acceptable definition of  a child is 

anyone below the age of  18. Child defilement 

therefore occurs with anyone below the age of  

18 either with or without consent, so the 

question of  consent is entirely out of  the 

options because a child cannot give consent, 

and penetration will  also have to be 

established.

For states that are yet to adopt the Child's right 

act, Dr. Abiola stated that the inability of  these 

states to adopt the act does not change the fact 

that defilement is an offence, and in states 

where the act has been passed, child marriage 

is automatically a crime. According to her, it is 

alarming that child marriage is still very 

common particularly in the North West and 

North east zones of  the country, and therefore, 

there is a need for advocacy; the government 

must show political responsibility to address 
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it. It is a negotiation between that must be done with the legislatures in those states, to be able to pass 

the child's right act and put an end, this form of  violence against little children across the country.

In terms of  penalty for rape, Dr. Abiola retorted that our laws would have been sufficient if  followed to 

the later, but due to our justice system, we have a problem with enforcement. She also called for a more 

effective enforcement system or implementation process instead of  asking for a capital punishment for 

rape/defilement offenders.

ACTIVATING 
COMMUNITY 
NETWORKS TO 
DRIVE 
ANTICORRUPTION 
AGENDA

he establishment of  community 

Tanticorruption networks has been one 

of  the most innovative ways of  

st imulating and sustaining community 

participation and ownership of  the fight against 

corruption in Nigeria. When made aware of  the 

powers that their consolidated voices hold, their 

confidence to influence governance positively is 

charged and the resultant effect is what was 

witnessed around the FCT; in communities like 

Abaji, Bwari, Kuje and kwali area councils.

In these communities, the popular anticorruption 

citizen movement, the Say No Campaign, 

established its community anticorruption 

networks.  They reported how their activities 

have led to the completion of  abandoned projects; 

influenced new projects and improved public 

service delivery in their communities.  These 

are the benefits for communities who not only 

have the awareness of  anticorruption, but 

make conscious decision to organise with one 

voice and closely monitor governance in their 

respective communities. 

The place of  community members in 

achieving success with the anticorruption 

agenda of  Nigeria cannot be overemphasized. 

They are most relevant in preventing 

corruption, especially in most susceptible 

areas involving public expenditure like, budget 

implementation, constituency project 

implementation and more recently, the social 

inves tment  prog r am car r i ed  out  in 

communities across the country. Through 

their presence, influence and voice, they have 
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the ability to introduce transparency and 

accountability at sub-national level. Their 

influence, if  properly managed, can also 

springboard to enhance electoral integrity in 

Nigeria's elections held across communities of  

the country. This is because corruption issues 

associated with elections can be tamed in 

communities with active anticorruption 

networks. This was the objectives of  the Say No 

campaign when it embarked on its Community 

Anticorruption Working Group (CAWG) 

project, across the country since 2018; to 

establish foot soldiers in all communities of  the 

country that can drive anticorruption agenda. 

This network has also proven to be useful in 

precarious situations where government 

activities become difficult to monitor, thereby 

encouraging malpractices. The Covid 19 

lockdown FCT palliative distribution experience 

presented us with such a challenge. When 

tracking government expenditure and the 

implementation of  its social investment program 

activities became difficult, due to the restriction 

on movement, this network became the only 

source of  shadowing the report of  the palliative 

distribution exercise in all the area councils of  

the FCT. They were responsible for exposing the 

shortage and diversion of  items, irregularities in 

sharing, tribalism, lack of  transparency and 

many other corrupt practices that characterized 

the process; even the humanitarian office of  the 

federal capital Territory Administration (FCTA) 

was unable to refute the report. Similar network 

of  Community Observers, established by Peering 

Advocacy and Advancement Center in Africa 

(PAACA), is also monitoring the homegrown 

school feeding program carried out during the 

Covid 19 lockdown in communities of  the FCT, 

to determine the transparency and accountability 

of  the distribution process and provide feedback 

on the relevance of  such exercise in a school 

lockdown situation. 

Other initiatives by Say No campaign like the 

Lawyers Network Against Corruption 

(LAWNAC) and, more recently, the Network 

of  Religious and Traditional Leaders Against 

Corruption (NRETLAC) by PAACA, are 

engaging anticorruption issues within their 

spaces and communities, especially, in the area 

of  justice and behavioural change. For 

instance, the awareness created by NRETLAC 

in Kano state led to increase in citizen 

participation in budget hearing of  their state; 

community awareness of  budget provisions in 

their regions and a resolve to ensure the 

implementation of  the budget. This is a good 

start and the expectations for these networks 

are high. 

Although anticorruption movement is gaining 

traction among citizens with the plethora of  

anticorruption initiatives across the country, 

the expectations on the part of  the 

government to meet up with the challenges of  

c o r r u p t i o n  r e m a i n s  h i g h .  A s  l o c a l 

organizations are being supported by 

international anticorruption giants, like the 

MacArthur Foundation and the Action Aid 

Nigeria, to encourage bottom-up approach to 

addressing corruption in the country, the top-

bottom need to come aflame to support the 

former and maintain the confidence of  the 

people. We need the government to take its 

enforcement role seriously to balance what we 

do in communities,  especially at the 

grassroots. As a serious government, with 

self-acclaimed polit ical  will  to f ight 

corruption, we cannot be dropping corruption 

charges or overturning judgements in favour 

of  high profile corruption indicted convicts on 

flimsy ground of  technicalities or politicizing 
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allegations of  corruptions, or even normalizing 

sacred cows in our polity.  These acts gravely 

weaken our 'recruitment' into the battle against 

corruption in communities and at the grassroots. 

Community anticorruption networks provide us 

with an advantage of  domesticating the 

anticorruption fight and raising a society of  

responsible people with integrity. If  rightly 

managed, they have the potential to improve 

governance and facilitate the advancement of  

our communities and country by extension. 

The Executive Director of  Peering Advocacy 

and Advancement Centre in Africa -PAACA and 

a co- convener of  a citizen movement against 

corruption in Nigeria, Say No Campaign. 

Ezenwa Nwagwu

THE ACT OF DIVERTING 
PATIENTS FROM PUBLIC 
INSTITUTIONS TO PRIVATE 
IS CRIMINAL – NARD PRESIDENT

ay No Campaign engaged the President, 

SNational Association of  Resident 

Doctors (NARD), Dr. Aliyu Sokomba on 

the impediment of  corruption on healthcare 

service delivery in Nigeria, through its weekly 

Dorocorruption discussion series on instagram 

Live. 

According to him, Performance of  the health 

sector in Nigeria is very poor, and as an 

association, NARD has always been clamoring 

for the implementation of  policies and guidelines 

that will advance the cause of  health care 

delivery in Nigeria which the National health act, 

signed into law in 2014,  seeks to address. He 

p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  

implementation of  the National health act is 

responsible for poor performance indicators in 

the country's health sector.

When implemented, the national health act is a 

panacea to Nigeria's poor health sector; the 
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detailed documents will address the issue of  

health financing in Nigeria which is low and was 

further slashed, increase the health insurance 

coverage, provide a legal framework which will 

govern and regulate health policies and 

guidelines in Nigeria. NARD is also advocating 

for the implementation of  basic health care 

provision fund which is another component of  

the national health act, by so doing, the primary 

health centers will be strengthened, while a more 

effective and efficient care will be delivered to 

Nigerians and the health sector will improve 

significantly.

Responding to the act of  diverting patients from 

public institutions to private ones, Dr. Aliyu said 

it is entirely criminal and must be condemned in 

totality, and it will require the effort of  everyone 

to correct that anomaly. He advised that patients 

should always report incidences of  corruption 

to the SERVICOM unit of  such public 

hospitals or to the medical and dental council 

of  Nigeria, where erring health workers will 

be adequately investigated and disciplined, 

which will serve as a significant deterrent to 

health workers who have intentions of  erring 

in the future.  If  we continue to play our part, 

the menace of  patient diversion will be 

history.

On COVID, Dr. Aliyu decried the actions of  

security agents who ceased the lockdown to 

enrich themselves by extorting citizens, thus, 

encouraging them to flout government orders 

on interstate travels, consequently, risking the 

lives of  health workers and other innocent 

citizens and making the essence of  the 

lockdown became counterproductive.

COVID19 MET AN 
ENVIRONMENT OF WEAK 
INSTITUTIONS – DAYO OLAIDE

he Deputy Director Nigeria Office, 

TMacArthur Foundation, Dayo Olaide, 

through Say No Campaign weekly 

DoroCorruption discussion series on instagram 

live, said COVID_19 met Nigerian under a 

climate of  weak accountability institutions; not 

for the lack of  the laws or legislations, but mostly 

those involved in the fight against corruption 

were basically confronted with compliance and 

enforcement challenges; getting agencies to 

comply with the provisions of  the freedom of  

information act, public procurement legislation,  

treasury single account guidelines, and annual 

public audit requirement of  MDAs, and it 

appeared to have exacerbated.

On the renovation of  national assembly 

complex amid the dwindling health sector, 

Mr. Dayo opined that it is a misplacement of  

priority to be allocating more funds to 

renovating the National assembly, for a 

country that is faced with a pandemic that 

met a very weak health sector, as a result of  
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inadequate funding, lack of  training for health 

workers and poor state of  infrastructures over the 

decade. What Nigeria needs to prioritize at this 

point is public spending to improve the health 

sector, strengthen the infrastructures, and 

improve governance of  the sector, to promote 

transparency and Accountability.

Mr. Dayo suggested a situation where the covid19 

agencies can be closely monitored vis-à-vis the 

provision of  the frameworks developed by the 

office of  accountant general of  the federation, 

Independent Corrupt Practices and other related 

offences Commission and the various other 

relevant rules, whether in terms of  the public 

procurement Law, the treasury portal that require 

every MDAs to publish every spending- if  there 

can be compliance with these rules, Nigeria will be 

in a better position to track government spending, 

and on the basis of  that, demand accountability. 

He exhorted citizens' participation in tracking the 

government's covid19 spending, because the 

process of  holding government to account under 

covid_19 spending is not for the civil society 

o r ga n i z at i o n s  a l o n e ,  bu t  a  s h a r e d 

responsib i l i ty  between c i t izens  and 

government agencies like Federal ministry of  

Finance, Federal ministry of  health, and the 

National Assembly. The pandemic provides 

Nigeria with a unique opportunity to 

prioritize reforms in the health sector, but 

unfortunately, broader governance reforms, 

broader infrastructure reforms, governance 

human resource improvement that needed to 

happen in the health sector is yet to receive 

public attention, therefore, he urged every 

right thinking Nigerian policy maker to 

support a radical increase in government 

spending in the health sector as a priority, 

above any other sector at this stage.

According to him, citizens' involvement in 

anticorruption stand as an important part of  

any sustainable anticorruption campaign, 

because in the absence of  citizens, we ask the 

government to fight themselves, which is 

highly unlikely to happen.
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