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Foreword

D

ue to the human cost of corruption, it is in the interest of
the average Nigerians that the ﬁght against corruption
succeeds. To achieve this, every effort towards eradicating
the menace must be deliberate and sustained and until citizens
sincerely key into the ﬁght, taking ownership, and raising the tempo
in active demand for accountability and justice that we can achieve
the result we all yearn for.
However, our penchant for tolerating corruption and justifying the
act has become a real threat to our participation and ownership of
the ﬁght. Poverty has become an excuse for retail or artisan
corruption as moral values are being relegated to the background;
honesty and integrity no longer have a place in our communal
existence, businesses and lives. Ignoring our contribution to the
success of the ﬁght would result in a missed opportunity to reclaim
the future of our dear country. Government's effort is not enough as
it takes citizens' resolve to institutionalize the anticorruption ﬁght to
make it successful.
Hence, there is an acute need for value reorientation to secure the
buy-in of citizens and intensify the message of anticorruption in
every quarters. The moral institutions, as the custodian of the
society's morality and inﬂuencer of the people's behaviours, are very
critical in achieving this.
The religious and traditional institutions in Nigeria have identiﬁed
their place in the anticorruption campaign of the country during a
discussion on the role of moral institutions in building a corruptionfree Nigeria in Kano, Enugu, Akwa Ibom and Lagos, organised by
Peering Advocacy and Advancement Centre in Africa-PAACA with
support from the SCRAP C, ActionAid Nigeria.
iii

Admitting that the religious and traditional institutions have a critical
role in inﬂuencing value reorientation of citizens to build resistance
to corruption, in Nigeria, was the ﬁrst positive step toward assuming
their responsibility. Corruption has become so prevalent because of
the general tolerant resulting from the breakdown of values in our
society. Across different ﬁelds in the country, both public and
private, decency has been replaced with cockiness (whether it is the
desire to feel among, to live above ones means, or even out of sheer
greed), and like the jungle, there is a stiff competition for survival.
Various acts of fraud has been normalized in our everyday life to the
extent that living a life of honesty and moral uprightness is loathed
and considered a sign of weakness and, ironically, poverty. In the
daily interactions in trade, for instance, dishonesty is construed as
smartness, having a 'business sense' or being trade savvy, with most
traders averse to the professional ethics, moral codes or principles
guiding transactions, hence, it is a commonplace for a shop owner to
not only sell fake and adulterated products, but do so for the price of
an original and sometimes, three times more. It doesn't matter how
many people, women and children die from the consequences of
this act as long as high proﬁt is assured!
The political or government space is not any better, in fact, there is a
popular saying in some quarters that 'to become a successful
politician, you must be striped of your conscience', connoting that
an upright or God-fearing person cannot thrive in politics. Hence,
dishonesty, fraud, greed and impunity have characterised the
deﬁnition of the Nigerian government. To say the contrary, is to
ignore the reality of poor governance, mediocrity, social and
economic poverty, insecurity, abuse of power and the many
infrastructural damages being endured in the country.
Having come to the realization, as a nation, that overhauling our
collective moral system to prioritize honesty, integrity and
uprightness, is necessary in addressing the deep seated corruption,
iv

spread across the entire fabric of the nation, beside the family, the
religious and traditional institutions, as moral institutions, have a
special role in rebuilding our conscience and promoting a general
acceptability and the reward of moral uprightness in the country.
While we may theorise on the role of these institutions in the moral
reawakening of the Nigerian society, it will be important to know
how these institutions see themselves within the anticorruption
scheme of the country, hence, this compendium of religious and
traditional leaders' perspective on moral institutions and
anticorruption in Nigeria.
Ezenwa Nwagwu
Executive Director
PAACA.
August, 2020.
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Chapter One
The Pivotal Role Of The Religious
Organizations And Their Leaders In The
Fight Against Corruption In Nigeria
-Fr Benjamin Achi, FCAI, Director of Communications,
Catholic Diocese of Enugu
Abstract
he issue of corruption and the devastating effect it has ad on
Nigeria as a country has been a recurring decimal for a very
long time now. It has been a thing of concern and the greater
percentage of the citizenry are worried about it. With the exception
of the about ﬁve percent of the population that constitute the
political class or those afﬁliated to them, the rest of the people have
over time continued to feel the pain or the evil fallouts of the
institutionalized corruption in the land. Political leaders are not likely
to be of help since they are feeding off the bad situation. And the
situation can only go from bad to worse if nothing is done to stem
the tide. This paper is of the view that religious leaders have a vital
role to play in this all important ﬁght against corruption and have
indeed the capacity to effect the desired change because of the
respect and authority they command as moral authorities in the
society.

T

Key words: Corruption, Religion, Political Class, Moral
Authority.
1.
Opening Remarks:
I want to start ﬁrst of all by expressing my unalloyed gratitude to
1

FIGHTING CORRUPTION BEYOND THE NORM:
PERSPECTIVES FROM RELIGIOUS AND TRADITIONAL INSTITUTIONS

Peering Advocacy and Advancement Centre in Africa, the
organizers of this town hall meeting for extending an invitation to
me to be part of this event and for giving me the opportunity to
share my thoughts on this topic. To all intents and purposes, this
could not have been more topical given the prevailing circumstances
in our country today. I must confess that I had some difﬁculty
accepting to come here today to speak, given the fact that it not only
came at a very short notice but also at a time that my primary
constituency, the Catholic Diocese of Enugu, is going through some
turbulent times.
Being the Diocesan Director of Communications, I found myself
at the centre of the storm as I had to face the media every other
minute on behalf of the diocese to set the record straight about that
tragic and disheartening incident that took place a week ago. That
situation not only took a serious toll on the limited time I've got to
write this paper, but also left me in a terrible state of mind. So let me
immediately crave your indulgence upfront for any deﬁciencies or
shortcomings that you may notice in this presentation.
I heartily congratulate this organization, Peering Advocacy and
Advancement Centre in Africa for the beautiful work it is doing.
Improving governance in Nigeria is one project that should have the
pride of place and primacy of attention in our scale. It is one area
that once we get it right, every other thing naturally falls in place and
we see ourselves living happily ever after.
I appreciate all of you members of this organization for committing
yoursel4es to this noble course. As clearly spelt out in the letter
addressed to me, I'm made to understand that this town hall meeting
is that of a Say No Campaign which is a platform of well-meaning
and good spirited Nigerians advocating for the ﬁght against
Corruption and promoting transparency and accountability in
governance. When I read this, I wondered what greater service
2
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anyone could render to our present day Nigeria than that. The name
of this campaign is in itself quite instructive: Say No... Nigeria as a
geographical circumscription has been in bits and pieces because its
inhabitants have over time refused to say no to those unwholesome
mind-sets, attitudes, activities and ideologies that have continued to
tear it apart and make it literally stand on its head.
This pernicious cankerworm known as corruption has ﬁrmly
pitched its tent with us overtime and has continued to tear the
country to shreds because of this inability or rather outright refusal
to say no when and where it is needed. Which explains why nearly six
decades after independence, the issue of corruption not only
engages our attention in a town hall meeting of this nature, but
seems to actually take the centre stage. I accepted and indeed felt
compelled to be here today, in spite of the aforementioned
circumstances presently around me, precisely because the issue of
corruption is on the table. We must step up our ﬁght against it to
wrestle it to the ground. We are left with no option because as we
have it in the most recent parlance, if we do not kill corruption,
corruption would certainly kill us. And it seems to have been trying
so hard overtime, to achieve just that.
2.

Appreciating the Corruption question in the Nigerian
Conext
Reﬂecting on the far reaching devastating effect that corruption has
had on virtually every facet of our lives as a people in this country
comes with such a terrible pain. That no country of the world is
completely free of corruption is a given. But the fact that a country
like Nigeria that obviously got more than a fair share of nature's
blessings has remained a pathetic commentary makes the heart
bleed. That the citizens have continued over the years to suffer
untold hardship and deprivations which only gets worse by the day
leaves nothing but a sour taste in the mouth to say the least. For those
who may have forgotten for a moment how blessed Nigeria is,
3
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George Ehusani (1996) in his celebrated work, The Prophetic Church,
left a beautiful summary that re would help us remember. In addition
to being the most 4opulous country on the continent, Nigeria...
“...is endowed by the creator with enormous natural
resources. The country is blessed with vast arable land that
stretches between the delta regions of the deep South,
through the tropical region of the north. There are abundant
water resources not only in the south but also in the north.
The climate is mild, favourable to an all year round
production of food and cash crops. Between the north and
the south suitable land could be found to grow nearly every
type of food product known in the world. Forest resources
are abundant especially in the South. Fruit trees and
vegetables often grow in the wild bush, and only wait to be
harvested and processed for consumption. In terms of
mineral resources, Nigeria could be said to have more than
its fair share of nature's endowment. They include a rich
deposit of high quality petroleum, [the Bonny Light which is
the most sought after brand of crude around the world], a
[heavy].. reservoir of natural gas, and an appreciable deposit
of iron ore, limestone, tin, coal etc" (Ehusani ,1996, p. 5)
Recounting the above may seem to an average Nigerian like over
labouring the obvious, but it certainly helps us to appreciate to what
extent our country is blessed especially when we remember that
there is hardly any of the 195 countries in the world today that can
boast of even 50 percent of the numerous nature's blessings we have
just taken a roll call of. Nigeria is indeed a big country with its total
area of 923, 468 km2 Yet, it is still not the biggest country in the
world or even in Africa in terms of land mass. So if the size of a
country should account for its wealth, then Algeria for example,
should be richer and have more mineral resources than Nigeria. But
that is not the case. Nature simply decided to give our country a
superﬂuity of its blessings. We have just talked about natural and
4
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mineral resources, but we all know that is not all about Nigeria. Our
country has equally been blessed with a super abundance of human
resources. We have produced and have continued to produce
intellectual giants and superstars in practically all disciplines and
walks of life who have continued to break new grounds, conquer
new frontiers and have continued to raise the bar of human
achievement. We have produced egg heads and the best hands in the
ﬁeld of Medicine, Engineering, Law, Theology, Literature etc. and
they have been pacesetters in the Ivy League institutions and other
places where they serve humanity.
Examples of such exceptionally gifted Nigerians scattered across
the world abound and are too numerous to count.
But this is actually the reason for our pain. A nation so massively
blessed as recounted should naturally be ﬂowing with milk and
honey; it ordinarily should be the envy of other countries of the
world. But that is not what we have.
We have rather regrettably, a country which could appropriately be
described as a pariah state. A country that has an appreciable
percentage of its citizenry living below poverty line even in spite of
its stupendous wealth, is a contradiction in terms and in fact. This
unfortunately is the case with our country. Of course, why would
Nigeria not be in such a sorry state when just about 5 percent of the
population is enjoying more than 95 percent of the nation's wealth?
That is just how bad and dangerous the corruption in the country
has become.
The evil effect of endemic corruption in the country has simply
permeated and dealt a deadly blow to every aspect of our lives. No
sector is sped: the economy in general, health, security, education,
you name it. Apart from its devastate g effect on the security which
has continued to lead to serious loss of lives and property, the
crippling effect it is having on the education sector holds a very
5
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dangerous prospect for the co try's future.
We are all witnesses to the fact that "the educational system in
Nigeria has virtually collapsed. While the children of the rich are
sent to elite schools and colleges ...abroad, those of the lowly class
are left to roam the streets, with no access to knowledge nor promise
of gainful employment. A number of universities in the country are
shut [sometimes) for nearly half of the calendar year.
When the lecturers are not on strike for poor pay and unbearable
conditions of service, the students will go on rampage to protest the
shortage of water or electricity on the campus. The few months of
the year when our young people are in school, the conditions under
which they study are pitiable. In many of the public schools, most of
the required infrastructures of learning are lacking.... So the young
people are devoid of motivation.... They grow up without
opportunities to realize their God given potential....and this is
happening in a land so richly endowed by God" (Ehusani, 1996).
When our children, to whom the future belongs, up with this ugly
experience and under such terrible conditions described, one can
only i agine how bleak the future of the country is. Posterity would
not smile at us in its judgment if we don't rise to the occasion and do
the needful to save the future.
3.

The Role of Religious Leaders in Combating
Corruption
What we have done so far in this paper is to present a very brief
analysis of the situation, in order to help us understand what we are
really up against. It is meant to help us appreciate the enormity of
the problem at hand and the high degree of effort needed to
confront and tackle it headlong with some sense of urgency. And it
is our belief that it lies within the competence of religious
organizations and their leaders to achieve this. The role of religious
leaders as it has to do with the battle against corruption is tied to the
6
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very essence and purpose of religion which is to provide meaning to
the existence of man.
According to J L. Moral, religion which is itself an act of man cannot
satisfy this quest if it does not aim at humanization, that is, if it does
not concern itself with the realities that encircle its human author
with a view to bettering them for the same man who created it. In
other words, any religion "... that is alienated from its society, and
that is indifferent to issues of truth and justice loses its own
essence"' Moral also contend that in spite of all the battles that were
waged against religion by the Enlightenment philosophers
championed by the likes of David Hume and Friedrich Nietzsche,
they all agreed that religion has at least one important function it
performs in the society which is to bind its members in solidarity
with a view to achieving some common purp4es according to the
interest of the members of such society. This explains why
Lattanzio insists that Religare, which is a Latin word from the root of
which the term "religion" was taken, has not only to do with the idea
of binding man and God alone but equally indicates the idea of
binding men together in the community. Every religion has its
leaders whose power and inﬂuence increase with the number of
those whom the religion can bind together, that is, its human
population.
Now, Nigeria is an African country. The famous Kenyan- m
Christian religious philosopher and writer John Samuel Mbiti (1990)
is of the view that religion is of great importance to the African as it
not only permeates every facet of his being but also provides him
with the source from whose font he lives and acts. If this statement is
true of the average African, one can be sure that is even truer about
the inhabitants of Nigeria, a country that was once described as one
of the most religious in the world. According to recent statistics,
Christianity and Islam still hold the highest population of adherents
among world religions.
7
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While the adherents of Christianity are estimated at 2.4 billion, the
number of adherents of Islam globally is placed at 1.8 billion both
representing 33 percent and 24.1 percent of the world population
respectively. Interestingly in Nigeria, these two major religions
equally enjoy more followership and adherents than any other
religion existent in the country. In addition to these two religions, we
have the African Traditional Religion (ATR) making them the three
major religions in Nigeria. Each of these religions has multitude of
adherents who pledge their loyalty to their religious tenets and to
their leaders who are custodians of those tenets. In both the written
and unwritten codes that provide directions as to the conduct of the
members, there is always zero tolerance for such inhuman action as
corruption in all its shades and forms.
Hence, as custodians of these rules, religious leaders in Nigeria have
a lot of role they can play when it comes to combating corruption.
Through their summons, sermons and teachings, leaders of religion
in Nigeria have windows of opportunities through which they can
educate the Nigerian populace on the need for self-discipline, selfcontentment and selﬂessness- values which, if properly cultivated by
our people, would obliterate corrupt practices or at least, reduce it to
the barest minimum.
According to Natalie Richie (2019), Religious leaders and
organizations make particularly effective partners in anti-corruption
efforts for several reasons:
First, and most generally, many people are used to looking to their
faith organizations, and speciﬁcally their religious leaders, for ethical
and behavioral guidance. And, in speaking to communities about
corruption, those leaders can draw on texts and lessons that are both
familiar to their communities and of heightened importance in their
lives. For example, the Christians present would remember the
8
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biblical story of Ananias and Sapphira in the Acts of the Apostles,
the couple of the early Christian Community who planned to
defraud the community by holding back some of the proceeds of
the properties they sold.
That was an act of corruption and the instant punishment they
received underscores how despicable their act was. And then the
story in the gospels of a certain short man named Zacchaeus (a
corrupt tax collector) who upon his encounter with Jesus,
immediately promised not only to turn new leaf but also to pay back
all those he had defrauded in the course of his tax-collecting duties.
Similar lessons can be found in other faith traditions as well. For
example, the Qur'an commands in verse 2:188: "And do not
consume one another's wealth unjustly or send it [in bribery] to the
rulers in order that [they might aid] you. [To] consume a portion of
the wealth of the people in sin." Book 2, Chapter 6 of Vishnu Parana.
a Hindu text, states, "He who takes unlawful gifts goes to the
Adhomukha (or head-inverted) (which is the Hindu) for hell."
Second, and following on the ﬁrst point, religious organizations
already serve as institutions of public education on issues of
morality and ethics, and opposition to corruption is embedded in the
teachings of every major religion. Engaging religious teachers on
anti-corruption thus activates existing education systems for social
good. Other countries have already successfully targeted religious
leaders as educators in their efforts. For example, some years back
precisely in 2008, the Kenyan Ethics and Anti-Corruption
Commission (EACC) launched what they referred to as an anticorruption Bible study guide. The EACC is said to have worked with
religious leaders across traditions earlier, but since 85 percent of
Kenyans identify as Christian, they decided to develop this guide
intended for use in small Christian group studies. The guide has 12
lessons divided into three sections: understanding corruption,
developing values and responding to corruption.
9
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Third, beyond serving as institutions of education, religious
organizations are also social networks. That means they are distinctly
well-equipped to collect, interpret, and distribute information, both
within a given group and across groups in their tradition. Should a
government or NGO wish to reach certain communities, doing so
through their religious leaders and organizations can be effective,
especially when targeting religious minorities or marginalized
groups. Religious organizations can also mobilize large groups of
people, whether through fundraising, marches, or volunteer efforts.
Finally, despite the blemishes on many religious organizations' own
records when it comes to integrity, surveys show religious leaders are
considered one of the most trustworthy groups in society. Across
the world, they are trusted more than the police, government
ofﬁcials, judges, and business executives.
This gives religious organizations signiﬁcant, perhaps unique,
advantages in pushing a pro-integrity, anti-corruption message. For
those who may be bothered by the perceived hypocrisy of working
with religious organizations that may themselves be corrupt, it's
important to keep in mind, ﬁrst, that working with religious groups
need not constitute an endorsement of all their practices, and,
second. That fostering strong relationships between anti-corruption
activists or agencies and religious groups may offer the opportunity
to pressure the religious groups to reform themselves as we I. This is
precisely why religious organizations need to get involved in the
ﬁght because it would help them to be conscious of their own
conducts too if they would have the moral authority to correct
others.
The EACC's Bible study in Kenya for example, encourages its
readers to not only look at corruption's roots and forms in Kenyan
government, but also to turn their gaze inward, looking at the
manifestation in the Church as a way of "removing the Jesus in
10

FIGHTING CORRUPTION BEYOND THE NORM:
PERSPECTIVES FROM RELIGIOUS AND TRADITIONAL INSTITUTIONS

Matthew 7:5. Religious groups, for all their imperfections, have
played considerable roles in peace-making efforts, civil rights
movements, and human rights advances. They can bolster the ﬁght
against corruption, too.
4. Fighting Corruption: Society's expectation from religious
leaders.
According to Chanshi Chinda (2005) one can afﬁrm with certainty
that many victims of corruption in the public square are turning to
religious leaders for help in Africa. Religious leaders are not expected
to be the sole players in ﬁghting this monster called corruption, but
their role is critical for its treatment. Turning to religious
organizations in this ﬁght against Corruption is in recognition of the
role they play in solving issues of public interest. People also
recognize that the religious organizations' moral mandate and
mission MI the public square is to defend the powerless and the
oppressed. Religious leaders should not take lightly this moral
responsibility.
Corruption is a broad term with many dimensions, as the religious
observer should well understand. Mwanalushi Muyunda, in
Corruption, Poverty and Good Governance, offers a multi-faceted
deﬁnition:
At its most basic, corruption is the betrayal of trust. It is the misuse
of entrusted power for private gain; the misuse of public ofﬁce for
personal or sectional gain at the expense of the majority. It takes
various forms, such as bribery, extortion, appropriation of public
assets for private use, embezzlement of public funds, nepotism, etc.
To corrupt is to destroy or pervert the integrity or ﬁdelity of a person
in his or her discharge of duty; to induce to act dishonestly or to
bribe; it is the act of soliciting or offering gratiﬁcation or
"kickbacks."

11
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As already noted, such themes like justice, equity and fairness
permeate the Bible message which religious leaders teach.
Continuing in this line of thought, Chinda is of the view that to be
able to play their proper role in combating social and political
Injustices, all religious leaders must renew their understanding of
their calling, conceiving it cording to the highest standard and
understanding that they will be held accountable to that standard.
They are in this world, but not of it; they are leaders in a community
that is sustained, no by worldly values, but by heavenly values.
Religious leaders are the light and the salt of the public square in all
moral matters. As they renew their commitment, they rise to a high
quality o living felt both in the Church and in the community at large.
This is the Church's weapon for ﬁghting corruption.
Too often, however, the Church itself is afﬂicted by corruption,
which undermines its witness in the public square. Religious leaders
do not lead angels, but la real laity that is actively and daily involved in
the affairs of society. Some members of the 14y even serve on
Church boards and committees and are witnesses of corruption in
the Church, is very difﬁcult for the clergy to speak with authority
against corruption if the ecclesiastical constituency suffers
corruption of the same nature as the public administration. As Jesus
said, "I low can you say to your brother, 'Let me take the speck out of
your eye,' when all the time there is a plank in your own eye?" (Matt.
7:4NIV)
Regrettably, we have many examples of corruption within the
religious ranks today. In the words of 1. Ani (2009), "the
monotheistic religions represented today in Nigeria teaches that
there is only one God and only this should be worshipped. Reference
is easily made to the fact that you cannot worship God and
mammon. However, these religions seem to have forgotten an
important aspect of God which many people including self-'made
prophets, have discovered in Nigeria. The new discoverers have
12
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abolished the whole dichotomy: They now worship God and
Mammon and pay homage to both of them".
This seems to be the attitude of many practitioners of religion in
our society today. How can one reconcile the fact that Nigeria which
recently got that uncomplimentary appellation as the poverty capital
of the world at same time has the highest number of private jet ﬂying
pastors in the whole world? When a pastor gives false prophesies to
his followers, takes advantage of them and defrauds them of
stupendous amount of money, what do we call that? When that
religious leader aligns himself with that corrupt politician and
compromises religious teachings on virtues and morals, like the
priest Amaziah was doing in the northern kingdom of Israel (cf
Amos 7:10-17), is he still performing his prophetic function? Can he
still speak boldly against corruption? Some clergy members are also
guilty of unfair elections and leadership selection in their churches.
These and many others are fruits of corruption.
Therefore, while religious leaders are always expected to teach those
values that would help the people develop the moral strength to shun
corruption, it is of more fundamental importance for them to lead
by example. That "Example is better than precept" is an age-long
and time-honoured maxim, that would ever remain incontestable.
St. Pope Paul VI is credited with the statement that "Modem men
listen to witnesses than to teachers and if they listen to teachers then
it is only because they are witnesses."
That corruption has eaten deep into the fabrics of the Nigeria state
is an incontrovertible fact. However, when we juxtapose this fact
with the other fact that this same country earned the credit of the
most religious country in the world, one cannot but agree to the fact
that religion, and in fact, its leaders have not lived up to expectations.
One of the reasons for this shortcoming is because many religious
leaders in Nigeria have not lived up the virtue of sacriﬁce and so
have fallen into an unfortunate practice of religion without sacriﬁce,
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one of the items that Mahatma Gandhi listed as the Seven Deadly
Sins.
The ability to make sacriﬁces provides the authenticity that makes
the life and works of a religious leader credible and exemplary. In
Nigeria, the powers religious leaders wield as we already said are
enormous. If they can sacriﬁce personal interests and selfaggrandizement and be able to speak truth to power, a lot shall have
been won in the ﬁght against corruption. A situation, in which a
corrupt leader enters a church or a mosque only to be served with a
plate of encomiums can only expand the territorial sovereignty
which the ugly monster called corruption has conquered and
seceded to itself in the Nigerian society.
Every one of us especially the religious leaders should realize that no
one is perfect and can never be. Accordingly, it could be of great
didactic value and can break a lot of positive grounds if religious
leaders when they are found wanting by the law could just submit
themselves to sanctions instead of paying their way through or
whipping up sentiments that can divert or truncate the course of
justice. No one is above the law and religious leaders are expected to
make this known not only in words but also by their actions.
Apart from this, there is a very close link between indiscipline ﬁnd
corruption. In Nigeria, human rights are not common to the
common man. Societal structures and policies that safeguard and
enforce human rights are moribund. In order to make a shift upward
in the process of social mobility, a lot of people have had to engage
in corruption and in fact in outright stealing. When for instance the
ordinary rights of the pedestrians are not respected by motorists, the
impression it gives to the people is that Nigeria is not a place where a
poor man can exist and enjoy his right as a human being.
This is the kind of thing that has continued to exacerbate the ugly
situation of corruption in Nigeria; a winner takes it all kind of
14
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situation where the privileged few feel they have got the world in
their palms and begin to act like a bull in a china shop, treating the
less privileged with so much scorn and disdain. And what does the
less privileged person do in return? He becomes desperate and is
poised to engage in any act, fair or foul, to escape such experiences.
Religious leaders can and should teach these rights in their sermons.
They can also lead a peaceful protest to sensitize the stakeholders
and the public on these issues. It has to be noted that the laity and the
public square look with suspicion to the Church for s; example,
when it speaks against corruption, if the religious leaders are
disciples of injustice or have failed to manage their own houses. This
lack of discipline s, of course, commonplace in the history of all
institutions, including the Church, but that is no excuse for
overlooking or condoning it.
For the Church and indeed all religious bodies or institutions to be
effective in attacking corruption in the public square, their leaders
must eradicate injustice and lack of accountability in their respective
domains. This is the only way they will discharge God's presence and
glory to the followers of injustice in the public square. This is also
the way their followers will emulate justice and apply it in public life.
The power of association is such that when only one leader
misbehaves, the image of the whole religious body will be tarnished
in the eyes of corrupt people. Instead of obeying God, they will
rather be asking the religious body to remove the plank from her eye
before removing the speck in the eye of the public square. If
religious organizations not free from the faces of corruption are as
variously observed, their mission will be difﬁcult in the world. It is
imperative for religious leaders to sanctify themselves in order for
their mission to be effective.

15

FIGHTING CORRUPTION BEYOND THE NORM:
PERSPECTIVES FROM RELIGIOUS AND TRADITIONAL INSTITUTIONS

5.
Getting it right with the followers
Of great concern in the Nigerian society is also the dichotomy that
exists between the public life of the people and what they profess in
their religious beliefs. Corruption is when someone who preaches
against avarice in the church is seen misappropriating a public fund
entrusted to him.
What it means is that there is something deﬁcient about the
formation which leaders of religion give to their members which
does not allow them to see that religion with all its creeds, cults and
codes are a single whole that should not admit any separation.
Leaders of religion have therefore the duty to devise a systematic
approach to religious education which must ensure that children and
youth ever before they are introduced into the public life are well
imbued with the necessary attitudinal qualities to enable them swim
against the strong torrent of corruption as seen in a country like
Nigeria. As we pointed out above, there is no religion in Nigeria that
tolerates corruption. For example, the Catholic teaching tradition
has a list of what it calls Seven Capital Sins.
One out of the seven items is the sin of avarice. GiacomoVerrengia
(2010) recognizes that avarice which of course is the font from
which corruption ﬂows is a sickness of the soul which according to
him is as a result of lack of trust in God. According to him, human
beings are wont to crave for more acquisitions of riches and of their
hoarding whenever they lack trust in God who can provide for them
tomorrow. Leaders of religions i order to contribute to the tight
against corruption can use their opportunity to discourage
ostentatious lifestyle that basically preoccupies and forms the basic
craving of the average Niger ; such expensive habits, leisure and
expensive vacations, superﬂuous clothes, luxury cars et cetera, which
to a great extent fuel the desire to steal from the public.
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6.
Conclusion
Religious bodies and their leaders indeed have got a lot of work in
their hands in stemming the tide of corruption in our country. They
cannot be missing in action because the onus lies on them as the
moral custodians of the society. It would therefore be tantamount to
gross ineptitude for them to sit on the fence on this most crucial
matter as some tend to do. Pope St Gregory in one of his pastoral
rules simply summarizes what is expected of us religious leaders in
this regard. In his words,
"a religious leader should be careful in deciding when to
remain silent and be sire to say something useful when
deciding to speak In this way, he will avoid saying things that
would better not be said or leaving unsaid things that ought
to be said.... III advised silence can leave people in error
when they could have been shown where they were wrong.
Negligence religious leaders are often afraid to speak freely
and say what needs to be said for fear of losing favour with
people... They are acting like hirelings, because hiding
behind the walls of silence, is like taking ﬂight at the
approach of the wolf.... If a religious leader is afraid to say
what is right, what else can his silence mean but that he has
taken ﬂight? Whereas if he stands ﬁrm in defence of his
ﬂock, he is building up a wall for the house against its enemy.
Anyone entering the priesthood accepts the ofﬁce of herald
And must by his words prepare the way for the terrible
judgment of the one who follows. If then the priest neglects
his preaching, what sort of warning cry, can he, a dumb
herald, give? That is why the holy spirit settled on the ﬁrst
leaders in form of tongues: because those whom he ﬁlls, he
ﬁlls with his own eloquence”.
Given the magnitude of respect and authority they command
among the Nigerian people, they seem to be the only group that can
effectively do good and successful battle against this ugly monster if
17
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they really mean business and apply themselves diligently to the
course. In the words of Abdulkareemm Azeez, "although
corruption as a crime has neither racial nor religious afﬁliation, most
of the perpetrators subscribe to a particular faith which portrays
them as followers of the Omnipotent.
Religious leaders by virtue of their divine mandate are expected to
ensure that the world is a better place for everyone and that their
followers understand and put into practice the sacred teaching of
mutual love, truth and justice as enshrined in their various Scriptures.
The idea of an individual or group of persons stealing public fund
for personal gain is on one hand a legal wrong and on the other hand
a violation of the sacred law which is the primary duty of all religious
leaders to protect and defen4r5 But as the popular Latin cliché would
say, Nemo dat quod non habet, (No one can give what he does not have).
As the saying goes, he who comes to equity must come with clean
hand'. Religious leaders as custodians of faith and morals must strive
to live above board if they must retain the moral authority to rectify
the aberrations in our society.
Any sign of integrity deﬁciency; any trace of bridge of public trust;
any indication of compromise in matters of morality and justice on
their part would be tantamount to an automatic loss of that moral
authority to guide the society and when things fall apart I that
manner, it is obvious the centre would never hold and our ﬁght
against Corruption would end up nothing short of a mere wild
goose chase.
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Chapter Two
Strengthening Society's Resilience
Against Corruption: The Role Of Cultural
And Traditional Institution.
-HRM Akuku (Prof) Amanam A. Udo,
Paramount Ruler of Etim Ekpo L.G.A Akwa Ibom State

PROTOCOL
feel greatly honoured to be invited to participate in this seminar
on “Society's resilience against corruption”

I

Let me thank the organizers of the seminar for their concern about
the impact of this destructive agent in our various communities and
organizations. Without any doubt, the peace and security of our
society have been affected by this menace. I will try to deﬁne some
of the basic words/phrases used to deﬁne corruption because if you
do not know your problem, you cannot solve it.

WHAT IS CORRUPTION?
According to Shorter Oxford English Dictionary illustrated,
Corruption is adapted from Latin word, “theof ” meaning “the
destruction or spoiling of anything e.g. by disintegration or
decomposition “Putrefaction, infected condition, making or
becoming morally corrupt, perversion of anything from an original
state”.
HOW CAN THE CULTURAL AND TRADITIONAL
INSTITUTION HELP TO BRING OUR SOCIETY BACK
20

FIGHTING CORRUPTION BEYOND THE NORM:
PERSPECTIVES FROM RELIGIOUS AND TRADITIONAL INSTITUTIONS

TO ORIGINAL STATUS?
It is true that the cultural and traditional institutions are the closest to
the social control units in our society and therefore if the traditional
fathers are good example themselves, they can help very much in
cutting down the corruption in our society by sensitizing the social
control units in their domain.
WHICH ARE THE SOCIAL CONTROL UNITS IN THE
COMMUNITIES?
The Social Control Units to be targeted are:
1. The Families under their control
2. The Churches in their domain
3. The Schools in their communities
4. Economic institutions
5. Law and government agencies
1. THE FAMILIES UNDER THEIR CONTROL
There are many reasons for thinking that in our culture, where the
functions of the family are changing, it is failing as an agency of
control. Nevertheless it still remains the most effective agency we
have. We have to reach out to it during arbitration matters; human
right democratic philosophy of life gives the parents a less
prominent place in control, because it is assumed that the child
should be given considerable liberty and self-direction, that most
societies have permitted. Today many parents themselves lack
deﬁnite established patterns of life to pass on to the child.
2. THE CHURCHES
Religion is very traditional in orientation, so inﬂexible to change; it is
the bulwark of social orders. Christian concepts, like the concepts of
several other religions are dynamic with social power. Religion has
great cohesive power, for example Communal communities have
been held together best by religion. The power of religion to control
and integrate a group of religious values is most clearly
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demonstrated in our Christian communities in the South-South and
that of Islam in the Northern Part of Nigeria. The value of
Christians, if effectively practiced can help in taking our
communities back to non-corruptive era. The Traditional Rulers can
interact with Christian Leaders to have non-corruptive society.
Religions values become very dynamic in shaping peoples conduct.
3. THE SCHOOLS
Although the formal educational program is much less emotionally
charged than religion and much less effective than the family in
implanting deep-set patterns of behaviours, nevertheless, it is also
an agency for developing restraints in the individual so that he will
conform to the cultural pattern of his time. The educational aims of
today are to prepare youths for the responsibilities which they will
face in a democracy; developing in them broad social morality that
will lead them to consider the interests of others in relation to their
own.
The aim is to mold them in line with social purposes. Education has
become a major agency for socialization.
The Traditional Fathers should cooperate with their community
schools in other to build a population of adaptable, disciplined,
honest, hard-working and reliable youths who will not develop
“Dependency Syndrome”
4. ECONOMIC INSTITUTIONS
Work consumes more time than any other life activity.
Unfortunately, our society is not yet fully industrialized. Having
work means that one's time is occupied. It is the “idle hands that
ﬁnds evil tasks to do”. Those who walk in the farm leave home
sometime between 6am and 7am in the morning. Those of the
business class or civil servants leave sometime between 7.00 and
8.00am.
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Women too, must rise early to prepare breakfast for their families.
Household tasks occupy them for a good part of the remainder of
the day. In contrast to these classes of people, there are others who
are not either self-employed or employed by institutions. They
remain idle all day. Most from this group do the “killer job” and
become sycophants to those who want to use them for dirty jobs.
Work, them, is important disciplinary factor and therefore becomes
a force in social control. However, one should not forget that man's
life in the economic sphere often leads him beyond the point of
work for the satisfaction of basic needs of life.
When necessities are achieved, luxuries are sought. Social
satisfactions are then made possible by the acquisitions of more
properties than others in one's group. Pecuniary values come to
stand for a myriad of social values associated with high status.
Abundance acquisitions are most likely to involve corruption that
brings conspicuous leisure, conspicuous consumption and
conspicuous give, (ONO OWO NKPO).
To the Royal Fathers, these are some of the signs to watch out for as
their guide lines in dealing with the people in their communities.
5. LAW AND GOVERNMENT AGENCIES
Malinowski once said “in all societies, a class of rules too practical to
be backed up by religious sanctions, too burdensome to be left to
mere goodwill, too personally vital to individuals to be enforced by
any abstract agency, belong to the domain of legal rules”.
In the development of laws, the state determines the codes and
penalties for violation; it regulates, lit promotes and prohibits. As an
agency of formal, conscious, deliberate social control, the state has
no peer among social institutions. However, because, this control is
conscious, deliberate and formulated, it is perhaps not as effective in
motivating the individual as those controls exercised by more
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intimate institutions. Moreover, there is always a compulsory
element about controls developed by the state.
However, it is true that law, to be effective in any society, must be
backed by custom and tradition of the people. This is where the
Traditional Fathers come in to mediate and help government
agencies in enforcing the state law. For example, Community
Policing, Vigilantly formation and other civil methods for checking
crimes in the society.
CONCLUSION
In our modern society, much faith is placed in government and legal
machinery for the maintenance of order. Despite this faith and legal
machinery, corruption tends to grow out of bounds in our society.
The Traditional Rulers must come up with strategies in dealing with
the individuals, especially the local groups, under their scrutiny.
Counseling, though not 100 percent effective is a very important
method to be used at the village, Clan and Local Government levels.
With all these methods we can inspire our population to bring back
transparency, accountability and justice to our society.
Thank you, God bless.
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Chapter Three
Building A Morally Conscious Society To
Resist Corruption:
The Christian Religion Perspective
-Rev. Fika A. Jen
INTRODUCTION
eligion features at the very beginning of our nation's
constitution. In the preamble to the 1999 Nigerian
constitution, it is afﬁrmed that we intend to live together as
one united country under God. Indeed, the overwhelming majority
of Nigerians are religious people. We believe in the supremacy of
God. We believe that God is the very basis of our individual lives and
our corporate existence. We believe in and relate with supernatural
realities through prayers and supplications and through the offering
of sacriﬁces. We ﬁnd churches and sundry prayer houses
everywhere in the land. We take part in crusades, worship sessions
and vigils; we offer sacriﬁces and observe fasting days and religious
holidays; and we go in large numbers on religious pilgrimages.

R

With all this show of religiosity or outward display of piety, one
would have expected to see a very high degree of social morality in
Nigeria, since all world religions generally promote truth, justice,
honesty and probity. But this is not to be the case with us. There is an
embarrassing contradiction between the high ethical demands of
the two religions which the majority of Nigerians profess, and the
phenomenon of corruption, greed and graft that has earned our
country the unenviable status of being one of the most corrupt
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nations of the world. Some keen observers of the phenomenon
actually say that corruption is so endemic in the Nigerian society that
the socio-economic and political system can almost not function
without it. Alongside religiosity, corruption in its many shapes and
sizes is booming in Nigeria - from the petty bribery taken by the clerk
in the ofﬁce or the policeman at the check-point, to the grand
corruption by which huge project contracts are hurriedly awarded,
not for the sake of the common good, but because of the greed of
the awarding ofﬁcial, who requires some money via contract “kickbacks.”
In order to win the ﬁght against corruption, it is necessary to put
corruption into its proper perspective and clearly deﬁne it, outline its
manifestation, negative effects, and implement effective strategies to
ﬁght it through building a morally conscious society. Thus it is deﬁne
as spiritual or moral impurity or deviation from an ideal. Corruption may
include many activities including inducement or bribery and
embezzlement, it occurs when a person or an ofﬁce-holder or other
governmental employee acts in an ofﬁcial capacity for personal gain.
In the Biblical concept the term Corruption it also mean sinful
inclinations, habits, and practices, which deﬁle and ruin men (Rom
8:21; 2 Peter 2:12,19).
Corruption has to do with dishonest, unethical or fraudulent
conduct by a person entrusted with a position of authority, often to
acquire personal beneﬁt. According to Transparency International,
the global anti-corruption initiative, corruption is “the abuse of
entrusted power for private gain.” This can take place in different
settings and in different forms and shades. Transparency
International classiﬁes corruption into three: grand, petty and political,
depending on the amounts of money involved and the sector where
it occurs.
Ø Grand corruption consists of acts committed at a high level
of government that distorts policies or the central
functioning of the state, enabling leaders to beneﬁt at the
expense of the public good.
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Ø Petty corruption refers to everyday abuse of entrusted
power by low- and mid-level public ofﬁcials in their
interactions with ordinary citizens, who often are trying to
access basic goods and services in places like hospitals,
schools, police departments and other agencies.
Ø Political corruption is the manipulation of policies,
institutions and rules of procedure in the allocation of
resources and ﬁnancing by political decision makers, who
abuse their position to sustain their power, status and wealth.
Muhammad Auwal Umar noted: Three basic types of
corruption: corruption for the acceleration of processes,
administrative corruption, and “state capture.”
v Corruption occurs in public and private life in the form of fraud and
other destructive practices taking place in families, communities,
markets, shops, private businesses, banks/ﬁnancial institutions and all
ﬁelds of human endeavour.
v All government ofﬁcials are products of society as such corruption in
private life and in the larger society stretches the tolerance level of the
society thus paving way for ofﬁcial corruption to go unchecked.
v Prominent among forms of corruption are the misappropriation of
public funds, bribery, gratiﬁcation, abuse/misuse of ofﬁce or position
of trust, nepotism, adulteration of products, advance fee fraud, forgery,
money laundering, sexual harassment, exploitation of less privileged
persons or dependents, etc.
The Biblical and Christian general overview of forms of
corruption, its causes and effects on the society
It is important to provide understanding of how the Bible and the
Christian religion approaches the issue. Whenever the word
“corruption” is mentioned, several other related concepts and ideas
come to mind such as bribery, dishonesty, immorality, fraud, theft,
lies, injustice, greed, unfair play, deceit, extortion, and lack of
integrity. Even if the term is conﬁned to its narrowest meaning,
there is no doubt that the Holy Scriptures condemns it in very strong
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terms. The word corruption comes down to us straight from the
Latin “corruptio” and it means to bribe, to falsify, to pervert, to
seduce, to tempt or to beguile. To corrupt is to violate or infringe on
something. The word is ﬁrst used in the Latin Vulgate Bible (4th
century) for the original sin of Adam and Eve. They deviated from
God's plan for them because they allowed themselves to be lured by
the temptation of Satan. By turning away from God's instruction
and following their own desires, they lost the original state of
harmony and happiness in which they were created. Similarly, every act
of corruption discussed in the Bible is always a violation of God's law by man in
pursuit of selﬁsh desires.
1.

•
2.

•
3.

Authority, abuse of: Authority is meant to be exercised for
the good of the people. In the book of Nehemiah, those
invested with authority to govern misused it and for this they
prayed God for pardon (Neh 9:33-37).
This is very common among government ofﬁcials and even some
Christian leaders.
Bribery: Gifts given or received to subvert justice or show
partiality (Ex 23:8; 1Sam 8:3; Deut 10:17; 16:19; 2Chr 19:7;
Prov 17:23; Mic 3:11) especially against the innocent and the
vulnerable (Ps 15:5; Is 1:23; 5:23) clearly refer to bribes. The
consequence of bribery is a curse (Deut 27:5; Job 15:34).
Today bribery seem to be the order of the day from the gate man to the
top person in the ofﬁce, those in fuel/gas stations etc
Cheating: the word for “cheat” is closely connected with
the word “to deceive”. In Gen 31:7 and Exo 8: 25 the
herbrew word “talal” is used with the meaning “to cheat”
and “to deceive”. In Gen 31:7 Jacob narrates how his fatherin-law, Laban, deceived or cheated on him just as the
pharaoh cheated on Moses by not allowing the people of
Israel to depart the land of Egypt after he had promised. In
Mal 1:14 it suggest, “to act cleverly, cunningly, deceitfully”.
The person who has a “male in his ﬂock and vows it, but
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•
4.

•
5.

•
6.

sacriﬁces what is blemished to the Lord” is a cheat and is
cursed.
This case is very common among some business men or market people
presenting fake items to the citizens.
Coercion/use of force: the use of force to acquire or get
something from someone.... (“to tear away”, “plunder”, or
“take away by force” Gen 31:31). This is one of the corrupt
acts condemned in the law (Lev 5:21, 23; 19:13). It is
particularly wrong to take away anything by coercion from
the poor because the Lord will plead their cause (Prov 22:2223; cf. Eccl 5:7; Isa 10:2) and punish such (Eze 18:18)
because he is always concerned about the plight of the poor.
This is very common among some security personnel and even traditional
and religious leaders.
Deceit: ....“The Lord abhors the man of blood and deceit”
(Ps 5:6). Prayer made from deceitful lips are likely to be
unanswered (Ps 17:1) and only the man who is free of deceit
can ascend to the mountain of the Lord (Ps 24:4). Deceitful
people shall be punished for they do not know God (Jer 9:59) and are cursed, as they will not enjoy the full length of
their lives (Ps 55:23). The Greek for mirmah (deceit) is dolos.
Jesus in the New Testament considers this as one of the evils
that proceed from the heart of men (Mk 7:22).
This is so common among some Christians pastors who use to deceive
people by performing fake miracles and promises.
Dishonesty: It means “unjust gain”, “gain made by
violence” or “illicit proﬁt”. The sons of Samuel in his old
age practiced dishonesty, which compared the people to ask
for a king (1 Sam 8:3-5). The Psalmist prays God; “incline
my heart to your warning signs and not to dishonest gain”
(Ps 119:36) because he who hates dishonesty will have long
life (Prov 28:16) and such will dwell on the heights (Isa
33:15). Jesus ironically praised the dishonest steward in the
gospel for his shrewdness (LK 16:8) but remarks that
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7.

8.

9.

•

dishonesty in little things shows the level of unfaithfulness
when one is entrusted with greater goods (Lk 16:10-12).
Very common among our local market people and cattle
Extortion: This means taking something violently or
forcefully from a person (Lev 5:23; Eze 22:29). Those who
do this have forgotten God (Eze 22:12). Extortion attracts a
curse (Eze 18:18). This is refer to “violation of a standard of
uprightness”, “injustice” or simply “wrongdoing”
Our check points, port, international borders, schools, and governments
ministry, marketers and some contractors etc.
Egoism/accumulation: to have many possessions, often
described by the Hebrew word rabah, is considered a blessing
(Gen 15:1; 17:2; 22:17; 26:14; 1Kgs 3:13). However to
accumulate to the detriment of other people is what the
Lord abhors. Therefore, the king, whom the Lord was to
appoint over the people, would be one who will not
accumulate wives and properties at the expense of his
people (Deut 17:17.
This is so prominent among public ofﬁce holders, traditional rulers,
clergy and even among common people
Falsiﬁcation: –which could mean “to alter”, “to change” or “to
substitute”, describes altering or substituting a good thing for a bad or
vice versa. The Law condemns such act (cf. Lev 27:10). A clear
example in the NT is the story of the servant who falsiﬁed ﬁgures to his
advantage because he was going to be relieved of his duty (Cf. Lk 16: 19). Although Jesus praised him for his astuteness, his wrong action was
not exonerated.
False procurement of medical certiﬁcates of ﬁtness from
hospitals when they have not undergone any medical tests.
Obtaining sick leave permits from doctors, when they are
hale and hearty. Falsify the age of their children and obtain
fake birth certiﬁcates in order to get them into nursery or
primary schools earlier than the law stipulates. False
afﬁdavits to obtain citizenship certiﬁcates, false age
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•

•

10.

•

declarations when seeking employment or admission into
institutions of learning.
Many Nigerians who today hold drivers' licences, have never
seen what a Vehicle Inspection Ofﬁce (V.I.O.) testing
ground looks like. They simply pay for the license and
declare themselves drivers, putting at risk not only their lives,
but also the lives of other road users. Oath taking in our law
courts with the Bible in hand and the declaration to “speak
the truth, and nothing but the truth,” has become an empty
ritual for many Nigerians who go ahead to commit perjury
and slander, after making such solemn declaration with the
most sacred symbol of their faith.
Many Nigerians, including seemingly pious Christians, who
would go to war , prilgrimage of their religions, have no
qualms of conscience when they pay to obtain yellow cards
without the necessary inoculation for which the card is
supposed to be evidence. Many of our countrymen and
women who ﬂock our churches on Sunday are at one time or
the other involved in such fraudulent activities as evading
tax, issuing and obtaining of fake receipts, etc.
Flattery: the Hebrew word translated as ﬂattery is from the
root chalaq which could mean “to divide, share, plunder,
allot, apportion, assign” or “to be smooth, slippery” or “to
ﬂatter”. It may be to smoothen one's personality or allot to
oneself what one is not. Thus, the wicked “ﬂatters himself
in his own eyes that his iniquity cannot be found out or
hated” (Ps 36:2). The ﬂattery lips speak with deception (Ps
12:2) but such the Lord detests and will cut off (Ps 12:3).
This is common from beggars or musicians during ceremonies, in
palaces, and political rally.
Fraud: The Psalmist complains that fraud and deceit are in
the midst of the wicked (Ps 55:12). St. James accuses the rich
of defrauding the labourers by withholding their wages (Jam
5:4).
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The attitude of some employers to employees is
unchristian; the labourer deserves his right wages at
the right time.
Greed: in Hebrew, batsa' means “gain by unrighteous
violence”, “covetous” or “greedy”. “The greedy man for
gain curses and spurns the Lord” (Ps 10:3) and “he who is
greedy makes trouble for his own house” (Prov 15:27). The
prophet Jeremiah speaks about the greed of the people
including the prophets and the priests (Jer 6:13). The Greek
word, pleonektes, expresses the same meaning. St. Paul
exhorts his Corinthian community to separate themselves
from greedy people (1Cor 5:11) because such will not inherit
the kingdom of heaven (1Cor 6:10) for they are “accursed”
(2Pet 2:14).
over-invoicing and under-invoicing, importation of fake drugs, petty
and large-scale bribery, fake audit reports, “creative book-keeping,”
“round-tripping,” advance fee fraud, election rigging, inﬂation of
census ﬁgures, etc. All these practices are so commonplace and so
widespread that many young Nigerians are today unable to distinguish
between good and evil or between right and wrong.
Hypocrisy: “Be not a hypocrite in men's sight” (Sir 1:29) for
they stumble at the law (Sir 32:15). Jesus accuses the Jewish
leaders often of putting up outward show while they are full
of hypocrisy and lawlessness inside (Matt 23:28; cf. Matt 6:2,
5, 16; 15:7), pointing out the wrong of others without
noticing theirs (Matt 7:5). Jesus notices their hypocrisy in
trying to catch him out about paying taxes to Caesar (Mk
12:15; cf. Matt 22:18).
Pretending to be what you are not- many Nigerians like show up
Immunity: refers to granting exemptions, freedom or
protection in order to win some kind of allegiance.
Inequality/discrimination: God acts and judges with
meyshar that is “equity”, “evenness”, “uprightness” and
“straightness” towards all (Ps 9:8; cf. Ps 17:10; 75:3; 96:10).
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God requires such also from his people since he has
established equity in the land (Ps 99:4). God desires that the
king who seeks wisdom possesses this attribute, for equity
comes with divine wisdom (cf. Prov 2:9).
This is so common in admission, appointment, promotion etc
Injustice or Unjust judgment: The Lord requires that
everyone be given fair judgment and treated with equal
dignity, whether poor or rich (Lev 19:15). In the same way,
there should be no injustice in weights and quantities (Lev
19:35). Injustice is an abomination to God (Deut 25:16)
because he is righteous and there is no injustice in him (Deut
32:4). The prophets lash out against unjust laws and judges
(Is 10:1-2; Amos 5:7, 15)
our judiciary, traditional authorities and traders
Lying: it also means “deception”, disappointment”,
“falsehood” and ..,or “a deceptive thing”. “Do not bear false
witness against your neighbour” (Exo 20:16; Lev 19:11), the
eighth Commandment, emphasizes giving justice especially
to the innocent and the just person (Exo 23:7). The one who
bears false witness should not go unpunished (Deut 19:18;
Ps 5:6; Prov 19:5, 9; Isa 28:17; Jer 13:25-26; Mic 6:12-13).
The Lord hates falsehood with a passion (Prov 6:17, 19; cf.
Jer 7:4-9; Zech 8:17) but delights in the righteous (Prov
11:18; 12:22).
From our children to parent and the society at large
Nepotism/par tiality: ....means to recognize”,
“acknowledge”, “respect”, which is translated in its negated
form as “partiality” discriminates by showing respect or
honour to someone at the expense of another. The Law
condemns this out rightly (Deut 16:19). No one is to be
partial in the administration of justice for judgment is God's
(Deut 1:17; cf. Prov 24:23). The rich are not to be favoured
over the poor (Lev 19:15; cf. Prov 28:21). The Greek word,
prosopolempsia, translated as “partiality”, “favouritism” or
33

FIGHTING CORRUPTION BEYOND THE NORM:
PERSPECTIVES FROM RELIGIOUS AND TRADITIONAL INSTITUTIONS

•
18.

•
19.

•
20.

“prejudice” is even stronger. God is no respecter of persons
that is, he is never partial (Acts 10:34; Rom 2:11; Eph 6:9)
Is common in the church and society at large
Oppression: the laws against oppression were very strong
and no wonder different words are used to this
phenomenon. The words used include Lachats (to press,
squeeze or oppress), ashaq (to oppress, wrong, extort) and
yanah (to oppress, suppress, wrong, treat violently, maltreat,
vex). No one is to oppress a stranger or foreigner as the
people of Israel are made to remember that they too were
once strangers in the land of Egypt (Exo 22:21; 23:9; Deut
23:16). Neither are they to oppress their neighbours (Lev
19:13) or even the hired servant, who is poor and needy
(Deut 24:14). Jesus' mission includes setting the oppressed
free (Lk 4:18).
Governance, security personnel even among the privilege poor people
Stealing: “do not steal” is the seventh of the Ten
Commandments given to Moses (Exo 20:15; Deut 5:19).
The word ganab, “to steal” or “to rob” could also mean, “to
deceive” when one deliberately hides something or
information from the knowledge of another who should
know as in the case of Jacob and Laban (Gen 31:20, 26).
Jesus underscores that stealing as part of the Ten
Commandments, is a requirement for all his followers (Mk
10:19). St. Paul on his part holds strongly that those who
teach others not to steal must not steal themselves (Rom
2:21) and encourages the thief to desist from such, take up
some work so as to be able to share the proceeds with the
needy (Eph 4:28).
Starting from pot of soup in the family, to highway robbery, and
executive or pen stealing
Tribalism: arises when there is discrimination in allocating
just resources to different tribes that make up the nation.
Among the people of Israel, their tribal afﬁliations were very
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strong and there were laws that protected the rights of the
various tribes. Although the land was to be divided by lot, the
inheritance was to be shared according to the size of the
tribes (Num 26:54-56). The rights to family inheritance was
also protected within the tribes: “You shall inherit the land
by lot according to your families; to a large tribe you shall
give a large inheritance, and to a small tribe you shall give a
small inheritance; wherever the lot falls to any man, that shall
be his; according to the tribes of your fathers you shall
inherit. (Num. 33:54)”
Most Nigerians are victims.
The effects of Corruption
The Bible strongly condemns all these acts because they are
sinful and involve the perversion of justice. From a biblical
and social point of view, corruption affects peoples and
societies in many adverse ways. It reduces the motivation to
work hard, perverts justice, and betrays trust. Thus, it
hinders the efﬁcient and effective functioning of society. It
also incurs God's wrath upon a immoral and corrupt
person. Corrupt practices increase the preponderance of
corruption, thus creating a chain of corrupt practices that
lead to societal collapse.
Erosion of conﬁdence in the nation as a whole resulting in
massive outbound migration and brain drain which in turn
slows down development rate;
Crumbling infrastructure and diminishing quality of service
to Nigerians;
Low quality education resulting in reduced competitiveness,
increasing inferiority, widening inequalities and diminishing
ability to utilise opportunities;
Rising level of poverty due to over-reliance on menial
labour, petty trading, semi-skilled and un-skilled
professions;
Confused value systems preventing people from
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distinguishing between appropriate and inappropriate
behaviour; and acceptable and unacceptable values thus
leading to the debasement and warping of social values;
Weak governance creating safety/security and health
problems resulting in severe losses and often death in
response to militancy, impunity, disaffection, insurgency,
civil resistance, adulterated or expired foodstuff, drugs and
medicine.
The Responsibility of the Christian to Fight Corruption and
building a morally conscious society.
To ﬁght corruption and promote a culture of integrity morality in
Nigeria, it is important to explore some of the root-causes of
corruption and why it continues to persist even in a country with
Christian population, and where a greater majority of these
Christians are very involved in their religion all year round –
attending Church services each Sunday and a variety of devotional
activities and programmes during the week. In exploring some of
these root-causes and possible solutions, we shall look closely at (1)
The Christian leaders;(2) Christian Institutions; and (3) Christian
Individuals, and survey the various ways we can contribute to
stemming the tide of corruption in our country. By being more
deliberate and intentional, we can all work together to transform our
society for good.
First of all Christian leaders they have an important role to play in
setting the right example by their conduct and activities, by ensuring
that their own leadership and administrative structures are
established and run properly in line with the standards set by their
constituted authorities, the expectations of their congregations, and
even more importantly, in a manner consistent with godly values and
virtues. Also, Christian leaders would be better able to inﬂuence their
members if they invested more in educating themselves on how to
become better, more ethical and more inspiring leaders and also by
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equipping themselves with the appropriate resources to guide their
congregations to make better ethical choices. They would play their
role better if they ensure that Church fund-raising activities are
carried out in an ethical and God-fearing manner.
This would require that Church leaders do not put too much
ﬁnancial pressure on their members, and that they constantly
enhance their members' ability to avoid acts of corruption in their
work and businesses. When Church leaders work hard to put in place
structures that ensure transparency and accountability in the
management of the Church's own ﬁnancial resources, they will send
a very powerful signal to their members and inspire them to rise to
higher levels of transparency, accountability and integrity in their
own places of work and business. Finally, by developing and
deepening their own spirituality and focusing their preaching,
teaching and programmes more deliberately on ﬁghting corruption,
promoting social justice, the common-good imperative and
integrity, Church leaders can inspire their communities to live more
ethical lives.
Our religious institutions and structures will need to focus some
more attention on ﬁghting some of the underlying causes of
corruption in our society. This will include striving to break some of
the unholy bonds that still exist among Nigerians between the
practice of Christianity and some ungodly beliefs and practices
associated our traditional African Religions, especially with regard to
such rites of passage and social activities as funerals, weddings,
child-naming ceremonies and fund-raising activities. The conduct
of some of these activities run contrary to Christian values and
virtues, and often put undue ﬁnancial pressure on individuals.
Christian institutions and communities must continue to resist the
new religious ideologies and inﬂuences, including the excessive
emphasis on the “prosperity gospel,” which appears to be
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promoting materialism, greed and crass individualism among
Christian worshippers. Indeed the wave of destructive materialism
via the “prosperity gospel” is quietly permeating the society, taking
hold in some of our Christian communities, and threatening to
supplant “the old time religion” handed down to us by the apostles.
Christian individuals themselves do contribute through their active
and passive choices to engendering corruption in our society. Some
Christians today have 'cheapened” and are constantly abusing God's
grace. The fear of the Lord does no restraint such Christians
anymore. They often believe that they can “buy” God's graces and
mercy, and will therefore indulge in acts of corruption, believing that
they can always come back and seek forgiveness and/or use the
proceeds of their ill-gotten wealth to build Churches, donate at
Church fund-raising events and therefore offer reparation for their
intentional acts of corruption, only to return to such acts and
perpetuate the evil cycle of the abuse of God's grace.
Pervasive corruption largely driven by the lack of congruence
between the beliefs that some of us Christians afﬁrm in our
devotional life and outward utterances, and the actual choices that
we make on a day to day basis. As Christians, we are meant to be
integral beings with our decisions and actions clearly linked to our
espoused values and beliefs. The distinction between what some
people have called “Church-mind” and the “Secular-mind” among
Christians, is at the heart of this challenge. On Sundays, some
Christians will listen to, speak about and exchange ideas on ethical
behaviour and godly values, but will promptly and without hesitation
be culpable in some “dirty deals” in their workplaces the next day.
These Christians are also not aware that by accepting that corruption
is the norm and wilfully participating in it (telling themselves after all
“wetin man pickin go do”), they are neck-deep in idolatry – trusting in
human strength, human powers and corrupt acts to provide for their
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material needs, rather than trusting in the Almighty God to do so.
Such people are involved in acts of corruption because they claim
that they have no other choices – rather than explore the God-given
talents and creativity that they have to overcome the temptation of
corruption, ﬁnd alternatives to corrupt practices and take a stand
against corruption. They succumb, and fuel the new norm that one
cannot make it in our society without being corrupt.
When a Christian is confronted with corruption, his reaction to
resistance will be determined by what his understanding is of
corruption. For Christians, the unchanging word of God provides
the moral compass and the point of reference in thinking about and
dealing with corruption. The Old Testament pays particular
attention to the concept of corruption with accompanying
examples of people from whom Christians can learn a great deal
when confronted with difﬁcult situations. Even the New Testament
provides some normative guidelines that believers can imbibe while
living in a corrupt society. The Christian faith mandates Christians to
live godly and morally upright lives.
The Old Testament presents us with a number of persons in
positions of authority who acted so faithfully and honestly with
money entrusted to them that no accounting was necessary (cf. 2
Kgs. 12:15; 2 Kgs. 22:7). The same testimony is given of Daniel:
“The administrators and the satraps tried to ﬁnd grounds for
charges against Daniel in his conduct of government affairs, but
they were unable to do so. They could ﬁnd no corruption in him,
because he was trustworthy and neither corrupt nor negligent”
(Dan. 6:4). The faithfulness of Daniel to God caused him to be
faithful in all areas of his life. Christians in public ofﬁces should be
encouraged by the exemplary life of Daniel. A particularly striking
example of Daniel's incorruptibility was how he used the Law of
God to save an innocent and righteous women Susanna falsely
accused of adultery and unjustly condemned to death by two wicked
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judges in Israel (cf. Dan. 13). Following Daniel's example, Christians
are called to be loyal to God, conscientious, accountable and faithful
citizens.
A position of power often entitles a person to enjoy certain rights
and privileges. In this regard, it is interesting to examine the life of
Nehemiah and how he demonstrated an alternative way of living
(Neh. 5:14-19). He was appointed as governor in the land of Judah,
but neither he nor his fellow workers ate the food allotted to the
governor. The previous governors placed heavy burdens on the
people to fund their extravagant lifestyles, but in the process
impoverished the already struggling people even further. Out of
reverence for God, Nehemiah did not follow suit. On the contrary,
he helped others. For him, reverence for God did not only have to do with
public worship, but it inﬂuenced his everyday life. He had compassion for
others and showed generosity and thoughtfulness by feeding others
from his own salary. In this way he avoided that money becomes his
god.
The Bible puts a high premium on honesty, truthfulness, and
integrity. These are the indices of just society. In the Old Testament,
God instructed his people not to steal, not to lie and not to deceive
one another, because “I am the Lord” (Lev. 19:1). The point is that
human transgressions may escape the eyes of human jurisdiction,
but God will assuredly punish the offender because nothing can
escape his grasp. As such, God expects that integrity should be the
mark of our words and actions. This will ensure trustworthy
societies where no inspectors are necessary to check on people. As
the Bible shows, greed is often at the root of corruption. King
Solomon counters this attitude with the following Proverb: “Better a
little with righteousness than much with injustice” (Prov. 16:8). For
the Christian, the most valuable possession is not riches but right
relationship with God. This is the problem with riches: “whoever
loves money never has money enough; whoever loves wealth is never
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satisﬁed with his income” (Eccl. 5:10). What the Wisdom Books
wish to make clear here is that money can never bring lasting
satisfaction. The inordinate love of money will bring sorrow and
disillusionment because wealth is always short-lived.
Conclusion
This ﬁght is not only for Buhari, EFCC, ICPC or government
related agency, it is the collective responsibility of the citizen to
collaborate and ﬁght this menace through establishment of Anti
Corruption clubs in our schools/institutions, transparency and
accountability in our society, rewarding and awarding moral and
integrity in the society, preaching about the evil of corruption in our
churches and church institutions; above all to teach our young ones
the danger of corruptions, and to resist it.
Thank you for Listening.
Source:
The Holy Bible
Muhammad Auwal Umar (PhD):
CORRUPTION AND ITS IMPACT ON SOCIETY
George Ehusani: Christianity and the Challenge of Corruption in
Nigeria. Produced by Lux Terra Leadership Foundation
(unpublish)
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Chapter Four
Strengthening Society's Resilience
Against Corruption: The Role of Cultural
and Traditional Rulers
- HRH Igwe Hyacinth A. Edeani,
Chairman, Council of Traditional Rulers,
Nkanu East Local Government, Enugu

INTRODUCTION:
he word corruption is derived from Latin word “corruptus,”
which means “corrupted”. The Oxford Advanced Learner's
Dictionary deﬁned corruption as “dishonest or illegal
behavior, especially of people in authority.”

T

Generally speaking, corruption is a form of dishonesty or criminal
activity undertaken by a person or organization entrusted with a
position of authority, often to acquire illicit beneﬁt or abuse of
entrusted power for one's private gain.
Corruption was referred to as a great sin in the Bible: “Do not accept
bribe, for a bribe blinds the clear-sighted and subverts the cause of
the just,” Exodus 23:8. Under the Roman Law, the criminal offense
of corruption Is deﬁned as “giving, receiving or claiming beneﬁts in
order to inﬂuence an ofﬁcial in connection with his wok”.
TYPES OF CORRUPTION:
Corruption is manifested in so many ways – bribery, fraud, doubledealing, misconduct, alteration, falsiﬁcation, subversion,
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misrepresentation, extortion, kick-back, nepotism, embezzlement,
favoritisms, scams, money laundering, drug and human trafﬁcking,
one-sided appointment, god-fatherism, political patronage, sacred
cow syndrome, among many others.
NEGATIVE EFFECTS OF CORRUPTION:
Corruption has different shapes and many negative effects on both
the economy of a country and the society at large. Nigeria is seen as
one of the most corrupt countries of the world. In 2009, Nigeria was
ranked by the Transparency International and Nigeria's Corruption
Perception Index (CPI) as one of the worst corrupt countries,
globally. The image of our beloved country and her citizens are
negatively affected, with the result that any Nigerian that has
something to do with the outside world is a suspect, until he proves
otherwise. Too bad, isn't it?
The solution seems not to be in sight as all machineries put in place
to ﬁght corruption are mere paper work - little or no
implementation; more so when the untouchables and sacred cows
are involved.It is common place to see a policeman collecting kickback openly on the road, not minding who is watching. Does this
not suggest legalization of corruption? Your guess is as good as
mine.
The negative effect of corruption on our infrastructural facilities,
social amenities is enormous. Despite huge budgetary allocation to
power, health, water, road, education, etc, the effectiveness of these
institutions is nothing to write home about. Very high economic,
political and social cost, as a result of over-invoicing, inﬂated
contracts, render the huge budgetary allocation ineffective. Year to
year the institutions to which these huge sums were allocated remain
moribund or ineffective. Refurbished aircrafts, transformers,
hospital and other equipments are supplied as new ones, not
minding the negative effect on the lives of citizens and effectiveness
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of the institution. Building collapse is the order of the day in Nigeria
with the resultant consequences on lives and property. All these are
born out of corrupt tendencies of the builders and at times the
landlords. The negative effect of corruption is endless. May God
help us.
CAUSES OF CORRUPTION:
Lack of good governance is one of the causes of corruption. By the
way, good governance means that processes and institutions should
produce results that meet the needs of society while making the best
use of resources at their disposal, including sustainable use of
natural resources and the protection of environment. If the people
are provided with the necessary and essential amenities – roads,
power, health facilities, water, education (the higher the average level
of education the lower the level of corruption) corrupt tendencies
will reduce.
Ineffectiveness of public administrations and institutions often
encourage corruption. The institutions charged with the provision
of essential amenities are not living up to expectation – irregular or
total lack of water supply, epileptic power supply, dwindling
educational system and so on. All these go a long way in encouraging
poverty. The people are constrained to take their children to private
schools where they pay exorbitant school fees, buy fuel and gas to
run their generators, buy water for domestic use, etc. All these extra
expenses impact on the income of an individual and aggravate
poverty. In an attempt to make ends meet people tend to engage in
corrupt practices.
THE ROLE OF CULTURAL AND TRADITIONAL
INSTITUTIONS:
The traditional rulers as custodians of culture and tradition play a
very important role in strengthening society's resilience against
corruption. This they do by prevailing on the government to provide
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social amenities such as road, water, health facilities, educational
institutions among others. This is done to cushion the effect of
poverty and deprivation which breed corruption. Good governance
reduces corruption and encourages patriotism.
Furthermore, communities or society's resilience to corruption is
made possible by traditional rulers who advocate for recognition of
individual capacities, qualities and merits to avoid putting a square
peg in a round hole which is one of the causes of corruption.
Individual resilience brings about society's resilience. There is no
doubt that poverty and deprivation incapacitate society's resilience
to corruption and encourage despondency and inert disability, hence
the traditional rulers advocate for better welfare package for workers
in particular and the society in general.
Peace is one of the pre-requisites for society's resilience and ﬁght
against corruption. Cultural and Traditional Rulers ensure that there
is peace in their respective communities by reconciling disputing
parties to encourage peaceful co-existence and brotherliness.
Peaceful society encourages resilience against corruption.
Corruption in Nigeria is from the top to bottom of the ladder. It has
become so endemic that unless the offenders are severely punished –
no sacred cow, no untouchable, the ﬁght against corruption will
remain a mirage
Example is better than precept. When the mother-goat chews the
cud the little ones watch.

You are blessed in the Name Jesus.

45

Chapter Five
Building a Morally Conscious Society
to Resist Corruption: The Religious Perspective.
- Dr. Tajudeen Yusuf, Associate Prof
(Department of Agriculture, University of Lagos)

INTRODUCTION:
very society is made up of people of the elders and the
youth, and each group has to play roles assigned by the
society. Youth of today grow up to become elders of
tomorrow. They constitute the most populous segment of the
Nigerian population. Nigeria is decadent because the elders of today
have poorly nurtured the youth. They corrupted the youth luring
them into disbelief, immoralities, abortion, infanticides, theft,
dishonesty, killing, gangsters, fornication, kidnapping, ritualism,
cultism, violence, rigging and other evils. To change the society, there
is need for us as youth to understand our role, so that we could
effectively play our own role in societal reformation.

E

With regards to societal reformation Allah says:
ُ ِ َ ﺑﻌﺾ اﻟﱠِﺬى
ْ َ َ َ ﺑﻤﺎ
ﻟﻌﻠﮭﻢ
ّ ِ َ ْ اﻟﻔﺴﺎدُ ِﻓــــــــــﻰ
ِ ﻛﺴﺒﺖ أ َْﯾِﺪى ﱠ
َ َ ْ ظﮭﺮ
َ ْ َ ﺬﯾﻘﮭﻢ
ْ ُ َ ِ ُاﻟﻨﺎس ِﻟﯿ
ْ ُ ﻋﻤﻠﻮاْ َ َ ﱠ
َََ
ِ ْ َ ْ َ اﻟﺒﺮ
َ ِ واﻟﺒﺤﺮ
ْ ُ - ﯾﺮﺟﻌﻮَن
ُ ْ َﻋـﻘﺒﺔُ اﻟﱠِﺬﯾَﻦ ِﻣﻦ ﻗ
أﻛﺜﺮھﻢ
ُ ُ ْ َ اﻻرض
ُ ِ ﻗﻞ
ِ ْ ﺳﯿﺮواْ ِﻓـــــــﻰ ﱞ
َ ِ َ ﯿﻒ َﻛﺎَن
ُ ِ َْ
ْ ُ ُ َ ْ َ ﺒﻞ َﻛﺎَن
َ ْ ﻓﺎﻧﻈﺮواْ َﻛ
ﻣﺸﺮﻛﯿَﻦ
ِ ِْ ﱡ
Evil has appeared in Al-Barr (land) and Al-Bahr (sea) because
of what the hands of men have earned, that He may make
them taste a part of that which they have done, in order that
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they may return. Travel in the land and see what was the end of
those before (you)! Most of them were idolators. Q30:41-42
Prophet Muhammad (Peace be upon him) was raised for nation
building. Allah says: Allah states this fact clearly in several places in
the Qurán.
ْ َ ﻛﺘﺎب َأﻧ
اﻟﻌﺰﯾﺰ
ِ اﻟﻈﻠﻤـ
َ ْ َﺰﻟﻨَـﮫُ ِإﻟ
ٌ َ ِ اﻟﺮ
ِ َ ِ ّﮭﻢ ِ َإﻟـﻰ
َ ِ ْ ُ ِ ﯿﻚ
ْ ِ ِﺑﺈذن َرﺑ
ِ ِ َ ْ ﺻﺮاط
ِ ﺖ ِ َإﻟﻰ ﱡ
َ ﻟﺘﺨﺮج ﱠ
َ ُ اﻟﻨﺎس ِﻣَﻦ ﱡ
ِ ْ ِ ِ اﻟﻨﻮر
اﻟﺤﻤﯿِﺪ
َِ ْ
Alif-Lam-Ra. This Book which We have revealed unto you in
order that you might lead mankind out of darkness into light
by their Lord's leave to the path of the Almighty, the Praised”
(Q14: 3).
MEANING OF YOUTH
Shabab refers to young people within the age period between 20 to
40 years of age (prime youth). The youths as young ones are part of
the society, but their role is important because historically and
theologically, they are the forces of change, instruments for creating
hope and leaders of tomorrow. Young people are the driving force
of change and can encourage governments and authorities to
declare their priorities. Undoubtedly, if the youths of a nation are
rightly guided the nation has surely taken the path of achieving great
things and leaving behind magniﬁcent footprints for later
generations. Allah acknowledges the role of Youth in Qurán in the
case of Ashabul Khaf. He said:
ُ َ َ ٌﻓﺘﯿﺔ
ُ ْ ﻧ
ُ َ َ ﯿﻚ
ْ ِ َ ّﮭﻢ
َـﮭﻢ ُھﺪًى
َ ْ َﻋﻠ
َﺤﻦ ﻧ ُ ﱡ
َ ْ ِ إﻧﮭﻢ
َ َﻘﺺ
ْ ُ وزدﻧ
ْ ِ ِﺑﺮﺑ
ْ ُ ﺑﺎﻟﺤﻖ ِ ﱠ
َ ِ ْءاﻣﻨﻮا
ِ ّ َ ْ ِ ﻧﺒﺄھﻢ
We narrate unto you their story with truth: Truly, they were
young men who believed in their Lord (Allah), and We
increased them in guidance. Q18:13
According to a statistics of the United Nations world report (2007),
approximately 1.2 billion youths form part of the world's
population. Unfortunately, youths are not well groomed and guided
into adulthood by the present leaders of the world.
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SOCIETAL REFORMATION
This is deﬁned as the process of cleansing, building and developing
beliefs, morals, structures, institutions and things that the nation or
society hold sacrosanct that have been destroyed or corrupted. It is
also deﬁned as an amendment or repair of what is corrupt, a rebuilding of the institutions in our governments and society. Societal
reformation is making gradual change, or change in certain aspects
of society and nation, rather than rapid or fundamental changes.
People involved are called Social Reformers.
They are usually youth. Almighty Allah wants a change in the
situation of a nation says:
َ ِ ﺣﺘﻰ ﯾُﻐَﯿِ ُّﺮواْ َﻣﺎ
ﺑﻘﻮم َ ﱠ
ِ ﱠ
ﺴﮭﻢ
ٍ ْ َ ِ إن ﱠ َ ﻻَ ﯾُﻐَﯿِ ُّﺮ َﻣﺎ
ْ ِ ِ ُﺑﺄﻧﻔ
Verily, Allah will not change the (good) condition of a people
as long as they do not change their state (of goodness)
themselves (Q13:11).
ََُْ
وأوﻟـﺌﻚ
َ ِ َ ْ ُ َ اﻟﻤﻨﻜﺮ
ُ ْ َ ٌأﻣﺔ
ِ ُ ْ َ ْ ِ وﯾﺄﻣﺮوَن
ﻣﻨﻜﻢ ُ ﱠ
ُ ُ ْ َ َ ﯿﺮ
ْ َ ْ َ َ ﺑﺎﻟﻤﻌﺮوف
ْ ُ ْ ّ ِ وﻟﺘﻜﻦ
ِ ْ ﯾﺪﻋﻮَن ِ َإﻟﻰ ْاﻟَﺨ
ِ َ ْ ُ ْ ﻋﻦ
ِ َ وﯾﻨﮭﻮَن
اﻟﻤﻔﻠﺤﻮَن
ُ ِ ْ ُ ْ ھﻢ
ُُ
Let there arise out of you a group of people inviting to all that
is good (Islam), enjoining Al-Ma`ruf (all that Islam orders)
and forbidding Al-Munkar (all that Islam has forbidden
(Q3:104)
TYPES OF YOUTH IN THE SOCIETY
As youth you must be Impactful on the society. Your impact on the
society could be Positive, Negative, Mixed and Neutral. On the
basis of this analysis, there are 5 types of people according to one of
our late colleagues – Ustaz AbdulJelil Raji (May Allah accept him as
an obedient servant) . Where do you belong?
1. Changers of life: These are youth who are committed
people who positively impact and inﬂuence every sphere of
human society with their message, authority and power.
They are usually prophets of God with impact on people
48

FIGHTING CORRUPTION BEYOND THE NORM:
PERSPECTIVES FROM RELIGIOUS AND TRADITIONAL INSTITUTIONS

and society. Examples are Muhammed and Jesus.
2. Makers of life: These are youth who imitated the precept
of changers of life with zeal to empower the people and the
society in all sphere of human society.
3. Takers of life: They are youth who accept all ideals, habits,
actions, fads and other philosophies given to them in society.
Some examples are gays, lesbians, gamblers, beastilists,
atheism, hedonists, Boko Haram etc. They are in the world to
take only; they died taking and would be raised among the takers of life
on the day of judgement
4. Waster of life: These are youth without personal vision and
clear mission; they waste their talents, knowledge, skills and
other potentials given to them by God. They don't have any
impact others and the society.
5. Escapers of life: These are weak-minded youth who
withdraw from the society and do not contribute to the
society meaningfully. They resign to fate and destiny. They
hide under spirituality.
SOCIETAL REFORMATION BY YOUTH IN THE
QUR'AN
Let us look at few examples.
1) Musa (AS): He was a youth, who excelled based on
Knowledge and Wisdom. Allah says:
ْ ِ َ ً ﺣﻜﻤﺎ
ْ ُ ُواﺳﺘﻮى َءاﺗ َْﯿﻨَـﮫ
وﻟﻤﺎ َﺑﻠََﻎ َ ُ ﱠ
﴿ﺴﻨﯿَﻦ
ْ ُ ْ َﺠﺰى
َ ِ َ َ َ ً وﻋﻠﻤﺎ
ِ ِ اﻟﻤﺤ
ََﱠ
ِ ْ وﻛﺬﻟﻚ ﻧ
َ َ ْ َ ُأﺷﺪه
And when he reached maturity, and was complete, We bestowed on him Hukm
and knowledge. And thus do We reward the doers of good (Q28:14)
He carried out liberation by the permission of Allah in the Red sea.
ْ َ ْ َ ﴿وﻟﻘﺪ
ْ َ ﺑـﺎﯾـﺘﻨَﺂ
ََْ َ
ِ اﻟﻈﻠﻤـ
ْ ِ ْ َ أن
َ َ ْ َ أﺧﺮج
ِ َ َ ِ ﻣﻮﺳﻰ
ِ وذﻛﺮھﻢ ِﺑﺄ َﯾ ِﱠﺎم ﱠ
َ ُ أرﺳﻠﻨَﺎ
ْ ُ ْ ّ ِ َ َ اﻟﻨﻮر
ِ ﺖ ِ َإﻟﻰ ﱡ
َ ُ ﻗﻮﻣﻚ ِﻣَﻦ ﱡ
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ِ ﱠ
ِّ ُ ّ ِ ﺖ
ٍ ﻵﯾـ
﴾ ﺷﻜﻮر
َ ِ إن ِﻓﻰ
َ ذﻟﻚ
ٍ ُ َ ﱠﺎر
ٍ ﺻﺒ
َ ﻟﻜﻞ
And indeed We sent Musa with Our Ayat saying: "Bring out your people from
darkness into light, and remind them of the annals (or days) of Allah. Truly,
therein are Ayat for every patient, thankful Q14:5
2) Yusuf (AS): He prevented Global Economic recession in
Egypt. The Bedrocks of Prophet Yusuf's was knowledge of
expertise and knowledge. Yusuf (AS) told the King of
Egypt:
ٌ ِ َ اﻻرض ِ ِّإﻧﻰ
َ َ اﺟﻌﻠﻨﻰ
• ﻋﻠﯿﻢ
َ َ
ِ ْ َ ْ ﻗﺎل
ِ ْ ﺰآﺋﻦ ﱞ
ٌ ِ َ ﺣﻔﯿﻆ
ِ ِ َ ﻋﻠﻰ َﺧ
Put me in charge of the country's granaries. I am indeed fastidious and wellinformed.” (Qur'an 12:55)
3) David: Dawud rescued the people from Boko Haram called
Jaluta and his forces. Allah says:
َ ِ ْ وﻓﺼﻞ
َ ْ ُ ﺷﺪدﻧَﺎ
ْ َ َ َو
اﻟﺨﻄﺎب
َ ْ َ َ َاﻟﺤﻜﻤﺔ
َ ْ ِ ْ ُوءاﺗ َْﯿﻨَـﮫ
َ َ ُﻣﻠﻜﮫ
We made (David's) kingdom strong and gave him wisdom and sound judgement
in speech and decision (Sad 38:20)
4) Ibrahim: Ibrahim was a youth and a reformer. He lived
among idol worshippers. He did not commit Shirk, even for
an instant. He disowned every other deity that was being
worshipped instead of Allah and deﬁed all his people in this
regard. Ibrahim said:
َِْ
ﺪﯾﻦ
َ َ ﴿وإذ
ِ َ َ َ  ِإﻻﱠ اﻟﱠِﺬى- ﺗﻌﺒُﺪُوَن
ِ وﻗﻮﻣﮫ ِ ﱠ
ِ ِ ْ َ َ ﻻﺑﯿﮫ
ِ ِ ﺑﺮھﯿﻢ
ْ َ ﻣﻤﺎ
ﺑﺮآء ِ ّ ﱠ
ْ َ َ ُﻓﺈﻧﱠﮫ
ٌ َ َ إﻧﻨﻰ
ُ ِ َ ْ ِﻗﺎل إ
ِ َ ﻓﻄﺮﻧﻰ
ِ ِ ﺳﯿﮭ
And (remember) when Ibrahim said to his father and his
people: "Verily, I am innocent of what you worship. "Except
Him (i.e. I worship none but Allah alone) Who did create me;
and verily, He will guide me (43:26-27)
ُ وﺟﮭ
﴾ اﻟﻤﺸﺮﻛﯿَﻦ
ِ اﻟﺴﻤـﻮ
ِ ِ ْ ُ ْ وﻣﺂ أ َﻧَﺎ ْ ِﻣَﻦ
ِ َ واﻻرض
ْ ِ ِّإﻧﻰ َ ﱠ
َ ْت َ ﱞ
َ َ َ وﺟﮭﻰ ِﻟﻠﱠِﺬى
َ َ ً ﺣﻨﯿﻔﺎ
َ َ ﻓﻄﺮ ﱠ
َ ِ ْ َ ﺖ
(O my people! I am indeed free from all that you join as
partners (in worship with Allah). Verily, I have turned my face
towards Him Who has created the heavens and the earth
Hanifa (Islamic Monotheism), and I am not of Al-Mushrikin.)
(6:78-79)
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5) Lut: Lut was a youth and a reformer. He lived among people
committing Homosexualism. He warned them, but they
continued until Allah destroyed them.
ً َُ
ْ ِ ﴿وﻟﻮطﺎ
ُ ْ َ َ إﻧﻜﻢ
ُ ْ َ َ ﻟﻘﻮﻣﮫ
ْ ِ ﺑﮭﺎ
ٍ َ َ ﻣﻦ
ﻟﺘﺄﺗﻮَن
َ اﻟﻔـﺤ
َ َ إذ
ِ َ َ ْ أﺣﺪ ِ ّﻣﻦ
ِ َ ْ أﺗﺄﺗﻮَن
ِ ِ ْ َ ِ ﻗﺎل
ْ ُ َ َ َ ﺸﺔَ َﻣﺎ
ْ ُ اﻟﻌـﻠﻤﯿَﻦ ِ ﱠ
َ ِ ﺳﺒﻘﻜﻢ
َ
ُ ِ ْ ﻗﻮم ﱡ
ْ َ اﻟﻨﺴﺂء
ﻣﺴﺮﻓﻮَن
َ َ ِّ
ِ َ ِّ ُون
ْ ُ ﺑﻞ
ٌ ْ َ أﻧﺘﻢ
ِ ﺷﮭﻮة ً ِ ّﻣﻦ د
َ ْ َ اﻟﺮﺟﺎل
And (remember) Lut, when he said to his people: "Do you
commit lewdness such as none preceding you has committed
in all of the nations. Verily, you practice your lusts on men
instead of women. Nay, but you are a people transgressing
beyond bounds (Q7:81-82)
6) Muhammad: Prophet Muhammad (Peace be upon him)
represent our model of Impeccable leadership. Allah says:
“And indeed you (O Muhammad) are of an exalted standard
of character.” (Q68: 4)
Prophet provided important example with His life, in which he
practiced the commands of the religion for us to understand the
Quran. He said pray as you see me prayer, perform hajj as you see me
perform it.
َْﱠ
- ً ﻛﺜﯿــﺮا
ِ َ َ وذﻛﺮ ﱠ
ُ ْ َ ﻟﻤﻦ َﻛﺎَن
َ َ ٌ أﺳﻮة
ِ ُ َ ﻟﻜﻢ ِﻓـﻰ
ْ ُ َ ﻟﻘﺪ َﻛﺎَن
َ َ َ َ اﻻﺧﺮ
َ ِ واﻟﯿﻮم ﱞ
َ ّ ِ ٌﺣﺴﻨَﺔ
َ ْ ُ ِ رﺳﻮل ﱠ
َ ْ َ ْ َ َ ﯾﺮﺟﻮ ﱠ
َ َ وﻟﻤﺎ
ُ ُ َ َ ُ وﻋﺪَﻧَﺎ ﱠ
ُ َ ﺰاب
َ َ ْﻗﺎﻟـﻮا
ُ ِ ْ ُ ْ رأى
وﻣﺎ
ْ اﻟﻤﺆﻣﻨـﻮَن ﱞ
ُ َ َ ُ وﺻﺪََق ﱠ
ََﱠ
َ َ ھـﺬا َﻣﺎ
َ َ اﻻﺣ
َ َ ُورﺳـﻮﻟﮫ
َ َ ُورﺳـﻮﻟُﮫ
ﱠ
ً وﺗﺴﻠﯿﻤﺎ
ً َ ِ زادھﻢ ِإﻻ
ِ ْ َ َ إﯾﻤﺎﻧﺎ
ُْ َ َ
Indeed in the Messenger of Allah you have a good example to
follow for him who hopes in Allah and the Last Day, and
remembers Allah much (Q33:21)
AGENDA FOR YOUTH IN SOCIETAL REFORMATION
The youths of today are victims of negative norms passed on to
them by the older generation. As youths, we need a total ethical reorientation. Muslim youths need to afﬁrm Allah in their hearts and
shun blind love for material acquisition.
Fundamental roles of the youths in a Muslim society: 4Ps – Profess,
Practice, Propagate and Protect Islamic values.
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1)
2)
3)
4)

Profess the true faith from the right sources—(Unity of God)
Practice Islam as ordained by Allah with gradualism (Virtuous
tenets of Islam)
Propagate Islam in action and speech without extremism
(Character)
Preserve Islam for the next generation (Futuristic legacy)

ََُْ
﴿ وأوﻟـﺌﻚ
َ ِ َ ْ ُ َ اﻟﻤﻨﻜﺮ
ُ ْ َ ٌأﻣﺔ
ِ ُ ْ َ ْ ِ وﯾﺄﻣﺮوَن
ﻣﻨﻜﻢ ُ ﱠ
ُ ُ ْ َ َ ﯿﺮ
ْ َ ْ َ َ ﺑﺎﻟﻤﻌﺮوف
ْ ُ ْ ّ ِ وﻟﺘﻜﻦ
ِ َ ْ ُ ْ ﻋﻦ
ِ ْ ﯾﺪﻋﻮَن ِ َإﻟﻰ ْاﻟَﺨ
ِ َ وﯾﻨﮭﻮَن
ُ ﺗﻜﻮﻧﻮاْ َﻛﺎﻟﱠِﺬﯾَﻦ َ َ ﱠ
ُ َ َ ْ َ ْﺗﻔﺮﻗﻮا
ُ ُ َ َ َوﻻ- اﻟﻤﻔﻠﺤﻮَن
ُ ﺟﺂءھﻢ ْاﻟﺒَﯿِّﻨَـ
وأوﻟـﺌﻚ
َ ِ َ ُْ َ ﺖ
ُ ِ ْ ُ ْ ھﻢ
ْ َ واﺧﺘﻠﻔﻮاْ ِﻣﻦ
ُ ُ َ َ ﺑﻌِﺪ َﻣﺎ
ُُ
ﻋﻈﯿﻢ
ٌ َ َ ﻟﮭﻢ
َُْ
ٌ ِ َ ﻋﺬاب
"Let there arise out of you a group of people inviting to all that is good (Islam),
enjoining Al-Ma'ruf (i.e. Islamic Monotheism and all that Islam orders one to
do) and forbidden Al-Munkar (polytheism and disbelief and all that Islam has
forbidden). And it is they who are the successful." Q 3 v104.
ْ َ ﻛﺘﺎب َأﻧ
ﺻﺮاط
ِ اﻟﻈﻠﻤـ
َ ْ َﺰﻟﻨَـﮫُ ِإﻟ
ٌ َ ِ اﻟﺮ
ِ َ ِ ّﮭﻢ ِ َإﻟﻰ
َ ِ ْ ُ ِ ﯿﻚ
ْ ِ ِﺑﺈذن َرﺑ
ِ ﺖ ِ َإﻟﻰ ﱡ
َ ﻟﺘﺨﺮج ﱠ
َ ُ اﻟﻨﺎس ِﻣَﻦ ﱡ
ِ ْ ِ ِ اﻟﻨﻮر
ْ
ْ
ّ
ﱠ
ﱞ
ْ ِ ﻟﻠﻜـﻔﺮﯾَﻦ
ٌ ْ وو
ﻣﻦ
ِ اﻟﺴﻤـﻮ
ِ َ اﻟﻌﺰﯾﺰ
ِ ْ وﻣﺎ ِﻓﻰ
ِ ِ َ ِ ﯾﻞ
ِ َِ ْ
َ َ ت
َ َ اﻻرض
َ َ  ﱠ ِ اﻟِﺬى ﻟَﮫُ َﻣﺎ ِﻓﻰ ﱠ- اﻟﺤﻤﯿِﺪ
َ َ اﻟﺪﻧﯿﺎ
اﻻﺧﺮة َ َ ُ ﱡ
ٍ ِﺷ
َ ﻋﺬاب
ِ َ ْ َ  اﻟﱠِﺬﯾَﻦ- ﺪﯾﺪ
ِ َ ِ ﻋﻠﻰ ﱞ
ٍ ََ
َ ْ اﻟﺤﯿﻮة َ ﱡ
َ َ ْ ﯾﺴﺘﺤﺒﱡﻮَن
ِ ﺳﺒﯿﻞ ﱠ
َ وﯾﺼﺪوَن
ِ ِ َ ﻋﻦ
ُ
َ
َ
ُ ْ ََوﯾ
ﺑﻌﯿٍﺪ
َ ِ ْ ﻋﻮﺟﺎ
ِ َ ﺿﻠـﻞ
ً َ ِ ﺒﻐﻮﻧ ََﮭﺎ
ٍ َ أوﻟـﺌﻚ ِﻓﻰ
Alif-Lam-Ra. (This is) a Book which We have revealed unto you in order that
you might lead mankind out of darkness into light by their Lord's leave to the
path of the Almighty, the Praised. Allah to Whom belongs all that is in the
heavens and all that is in the earth! And woe unto the disbelievers from a severe
torment. Those who prefer the life of this world to the Hereafter, and hinder
(men) from the path of Allah and seek crookedness therein - they are far astray.)
Q14:1-3
ُ ُ ﻟﻠﻨﺎس
ُون
َ ُ َ ﺛﻢ
ِ ْ ُﺸﺮ َأن ﯾ
ِ ﯾﻘﻮل ِ ﱠ
َ ِ ْﻛﻮﻧﻮا
َ َ ِ ْ ُ ﺆﺗﯿﮫُ ﱠ
واﻟﺤﻜﻢ َ ﱡ ُ ﱠ
ٍ َ ََﻣﺎ َﻛﺎَن ِﻟﺒ
واﻟﻨﺒﻮة َ ُ ﱠ
ِ ﻋﺒﺎدًا ِ ّﻟــــﻰ ِﻣﻦ د
َ ْ ُ ْ َ اﻟﻜﺘـﺐ
ْ
ّ
ْ
ُ
ُ وﻟـﻜﻦ
ُْ ُ وﺑﻤﺎ
ُ
ُ
ُ
َ
ﺗﺪرﺳﻮَن
اﻟﻜﺘـﺐ
ن
ﺗﻌﻠﻤﻮ
ﻛﻨﺘﻢ
ﺑﻤﺎ
ﻦ
ّﯿ
ﯿ
ﱠـﻨ
ﺑ
ر
ﻛﻮﻧﻮا
َ
َ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ َ َ ِﱠ
ُ ُ ْ َ ﻛﻨﺘﻢ
ُ
َ
َ ْ
َِ ِ َ
َِ َ
It is not (possible) for any human being to whom Allah has
given the Book and Al-Hukm and prophethood to say to the
people: "Be my worshippers rather than Allah's.'' On the
contrary (he would say): "Be you Rabbaniyyun, because you
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are teaching the Book, and you are studying it. Q3:79
QUALITIES REQUIRED BY THE YOUTH FOR
SOCIETAL REFORMATION
Imam Hassan Al-Banna of Egypt underscored ten qualities that
callers to the path of Allah should radiate:
1.
Salim al-'Aqidah: Sound faith—Shun paganism or idolatory
2.
Sahih al-'Ibadah: Correct worship—Purify your worship
solely for Him in all spheres of life
3.
Qawiyy al-jism: Strong body—Eat healthily and exercise
your physique
4.
Matin al-khuluq: Solid character—Integrity that broods no
compromise
5.
Muthaqqaf al-ﬁkr: Cultured mind—Passion for learning
and tolerant
6.
Qadir 'ala al-kasb: Able to earn a living—Selfcontentment/dignity of labour
7.
Mujahid linafsihi: Self-disciplined—war against self
8.
Hareesun 'ala waqtihi: Conscientious about his time—Time
manager
9.
Munazzam ﬁ shu'unih: Organized in his affairs—No
procrastination
10
Naﬁ' lighairihi: Beneﬁcial to others—Good neighbourliness
and selﬂess.
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Conclusion
Dear listeners, We need responsible youth with a clear vision, a
comprehensive programme, having ﬁxed priorities and well deﬁned
strategies to build the badly damaged Nigeria. These are ways to
engender sustainable virtues in Nigeria Let us be among those that
Allah directs thus:
ُ ْ ُ ھﻢ
اﻻﻟﺒـﺐ
َ ْ َ ْ ﯾﺴﺘﻤﻌﻮَن
َ ِ َ ْ ُ ُأﺣﺴﻨَﮫ
َ ِ َ ْ ُ َ ُ ھﺪاھﻢ ﱠ
ِ َ ْ أوﻟﻮ ﱞ
ُ ِ اﻟﻘﻮل َ َ ﱠ
ُ ِ َ ْ َ اﻟﱠِﺬﯾَﻦ
َ ْ َ ﻓﯿـﺘﺒﻌﻮَن
ْ ُ وأوﻟـﺌﻚ
ُ ُ َ َ أوﻟـﺌﻚ اﻟﱠِﺬﯾَﻦ
“Those who listen to the Word and follow the best thereof, those are (the ones)
whom Allah has guided and those are men of understanding.” Qur'an 39:18

Dr. Tajudeen Olalekan Yusuf PhD, ACII, FIFP
+2348034744162
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Chapter Six
Strengthening The Moral Institution
In Building A Corrupt Free Society.
- Rev'd Israel Oyetunji

INTRODUCTION
commend and appreciate the management of Peering
Advocacy and Advancement Centre in Africa for your
commitment to improvement of governance in Nigeria. I
appreciate the privilege of inviting me to this forum for promoting
honesty, transparency, and accountability in our society.

I

Without mincing words, the present Nigeria is corrupt and there is
an urgent need for a better Nigeria. Among other descriptions, the
nation has been described as a failing state, even a failed state. It is my
prayer that as we awake unto righteousness, Nigeria will rise again.
Our topic, “Strengthening the Moral Institution in Building A
Corrupt Free Society,” attempts to provide a link to the future of the
nation. It can be seen as our contribution to the on-going discussion
to chart a new course for our beloved but bedeviled Nation. It is our
expectation that at the end of this lecture, each moral institution and
every one of us will have a greater commitment in building a corrupt
free Society that is characterized with righteousness, honesty,
transparency, and accountability and be more passionate about
seeing them spread in our beloved but bedeviled Nation.
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Corruption
Corruption can be deﬁned as making someone morally corrupt or
becoming morally corrupt oneself.
Corruption is a great menace in Nigeria and a major stumbling block
to the actualization of the greatness of the nation. Corruption is one
of the endemic social vices in Nigeria, a great stumbling block in her
march toward greatness and occupying her rightful position in the
comity of nations in the world.
Corruption impacts negatively on the nation's rating, promotes
wastages, aids many other social vices, makes mockery of industry
and excellence, and affects the psyche of the nation. Nigeria is rated
as one of the most corrupt nations in the world.
A case in point is the immediate past Chief Justice of Nigeria, the
Chairman of the National Judicial Council and Chairman of the
Federal Judicial Service Commission, Justice Walter Onnoghen
being convicted and removed from ofﬁce because he failed to
declare his assets to the bureau between June 2005 and December
14, 2016; falsely declared his assets on December 14, 2016, by
omitting to declare his domiciliary dollar, euro and pound sterling
accounts as well as his two naira accounts, all domiciled in Standard
Chartered Bank (Nig) Ltd.(Punch ,April 19,2019: pages 1&2).
Another case is the immediate past Chief of Air Staff, Air marshal
Adesola Amosun, and 10 others being retired for an alleged fraud of
N22.8bn who according to Punch July 9, 2016 “indicated their
intentions to enter into plea bargain with the Federal Government.”
Time will not permit me to talk about immediate former National
Security Adviser, Col. Sambo Dasuki (retrd) accused of felony,
corruption, misuse of power and possession of destructive
weapons.
Reﬂecting on Nigeria's celebration of six years of democracy in
56

FIGHTING CORRUPTION BEYOND THE NORM:
PERSPECTIVES FROM RELIGIOUS AND TRADITIONAL INSTITUTIONS

2005, Oziegbe Okoeki noted: Until very recently when the federal
government suddenly woke up from its slumber, corruption had
gotten to a stage where it had become a national embarrassment.
Corruption, especially in high places, had become so pervasive that
for more than three years running the country continued to occupy
the Lower rung of the corruption index by the transparency
international (IT).
It was painful that the youth were growing up in the midst of decay
and corruption to the extent that they thought Corruption was the
normal way to succeed.
STRENGTHENING THE MORAL INSTITUTION
The Moral Institutions includes all Religious institution, Family
institution, Traditional institution, and Government institution
(Police, Prisons and schools).
CONTINUOUS AND SUSTAINABLE CAMPAIGN AND
LECTURE WILL ADDRESS CORRUPTION AND
PROMOTE A CORRUPT FREE SOCIETY.
This town Hall meeting is one of the major way to strengthening the
moral institutions in building a corrupt free society.
THE CHRISTIAN RESPONSE TO CORRUPTION
Our discussion on corruption will not be balanced if we fail to note
that there is corruption in the religious institutions too and this is a
great challenge to us as ministers and religious leaders. There is
ecclesiastical corruption whereby some ministers engage in false
doctrines to deceive, dispossess and even defraud members.
Commercializations of religious charlatanism are growing trends in
our nation there are reported cases of embezzlement among church
members and even ministers. Some ministers now ask for
gratiﬁcation and charge outrageous amount for ministrations.
Ecclesiastical corruption compounds the corruption in the nation,
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weakens the Church and Mosque; and compromises her moral right
to speak against corruption in the nation.
Though corruption is present and has many followers, there are
God-fearing religious leaders, men and women, who are transparent
and honest and will not soil their hands and hearts with corruption.
Holy Bible not only condemns corruption as morally wrong; it also
recognized its harmful effects on the corruption people (Proverbs
15:27) and on the nation that tolerates it (Proverbs 29:4).
Corruption violates the basic command that we are to follow God's
example. God command “Be holy because I, the Lord your God,
am holy.” (Matthew 5:48, Leviticus 19:2).
The Christian tradition has consistently condemned bribery. At the
same time, it recognizes that the corruption which manifests itself in
bribery extortion fraud, nepotism, cannot be condemned in
isolation. It is a reﬂection of the inherently corrupt state of the
human heart (Jer. 17:9). No amount of condemnation can change
that. It is only God who can effect a complete transformation,
which he does through the work of Jesus Christ. As 2 Corinthians
5:17 states, “therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the
old has gone, the new has come!” Thus the ﬁrst step in ﬁghting
corruption effectively is to pray that God will transform hearts and
to proclaim the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.
The second step is to publicly proclaim that corruption in all its
forms is illegal is unacceptable and to call on the authorities not
merely to condemn it (as most African countries do on paper) but to
take action to prosecute those suspected of practicing it and to
punish them if they are found guilty. Those punished should not be
minor ofﬁcials, for they are simply imitating the behavior of their
superiors. To send a strong message, a few big ﬁsh need to be fried.
When senior members of government are punished for corruption,
everybody will know that corruption does not pay.
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TEACHING ON RIGHTEOUSNES BY MORAL
INSTITUTION WILL ADDRESS CORRUPTION AND
PROMOTE A CORRUPT FREE SOCIETY.
The word of God is very clear and emphatic: “righteousness exalts a
nation.”-Proverbs 14:34. Righteousness also exalts a person. To
exalt is to lift high. This means righteousness will lift a nation high
improving its ranking in the country of Nations Nigeria is rated as
one of the most corrupt countries in the world. Righteousness will
improve our ranking in the world. Another dimension is improving
the quality of the people and standard of living. Righteousness will
exalt our nation by improving the quality of life, sanctity of life and
the dignity of the human person as well as the standard of living. It is
a paradox that the nation is blessed but the people are poor. Honesty
and transparency will improve the living standard of the people
making us better.
Honesty and transparency are cognates of righteousness. In
practical terms, righteousness is eschewing evil and wickedness,
loving and helping others, obeying God and doing his will. The
Hebrew terms tsedikah has the same meaning as the Greek
dikaosune. Both can be translated as righteousness which means a
state of moral and spiritual uprightness, honesty and holiness. When
tsedikah is used for Abraham in Genesis 15:6, it connotes a state of
clear conscience and inner purity. The same is used for job in job 1:1
to depict total rejection and abhorrence of evil and a strong
inclination toward anything that is godly.
“Sin is a reproach to any people.” Sin can be deﬁned as misstep,
trespass, going beyond or falling short a prescribed standard. In
other words, sin refers to anything either in speech or deed that is
done against God, his will or creation, which is capable of attracting
punishment. Sin brings reproach, shame and humiliation to any
people. Sin”condemns” any people (NIV). The rationale for a new
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Nigeria discussed above substantiates the truth of the word of God.
After 60 years of independence, it is sad that some refer to the nation
as a failing state. Nigeria is one of the largest oil countries in the
world and yet one of the poorest nations. Our ranking as one of the
most corrupt nations is low and very derogatory. The new living
translation of our text provides an enriched meaning: “Godliness
makes a nation great, but sin is a disgrace to any people.”
The way out of our dismal wilderness state and toward a better
nation is a greater embracing of the truth of our discussion, living in
righteousness and godliness and abandoning sin by many Nigerians.
Otherwise the future is bleak, even catastrophic. The discussion on
honesty and transparency as roadmap for a new Nigeria in the next
section will further authenticate the imperativeness of righteousness
for our nation.
HONESTY, TRANSPARENCY AND ACCOUNTABILITY
WILL ADDRESS CORRUPTION AND PROMOTE A
CORRUPT FREE SOCIETY.
Parents who supposed to teach their children in the way of the
Lord, are not ashamed to pay heavily for teachers to help
students answer the questions during examination in such
centers; thereby laying a corrupt foundation for the future
generation.
The Local Government Chairmen involves Community and
Religious leaders in Annual budget Preparation. But when the
Budget is approved and signed, no Community or Religious leaders
will know. They used Bible or Quran for their swearing in
ceremonies. Majority of political ofﬁce holders are members of a
Church or a Mosque. Hence, we have a supervisory role as their
spiritual father to ask questions and make the political ofﬁce holders
accountable.
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Honesty transparency and accountability will reduce the menace of
corruption. A major factor corruption is insincerity and its
manifestations include lack of transparency in handling public
affairs and inﬂating of ﬁgures. Honesty and transparency will
address both the factor and manifestation of corruption noted
above. Embezzling fund, for example, pension fund, which has
brought great agony to pensioners, would not be done by an honest
ofﬁcial. An honest and transparent religious leader will not engage in
corruption. In view of the great impediment that corruption
constitutes to national development, honesty and transparency will
be great help to the nation to address the endemic stumbling block
and monster of corruption.
Honesty and transparency will promote excellence, which is closely
related with the concepts of diligence and hard work. Each one will
seek to do his/her best which will cumulatively promote growth and
development.
Many young people are discouraged by the atmosphere in the society
to do their best. This is a reason for the problem of examination
malpractice, for example, which is a major problem in the Nation;
without doubt, it is youth who imbibe the virtues of honesty and
transparency that can build a great nation. Since the youth are the
future of the nation, it is as the youth imbibe these virtues that we
can have hope for the future.The problem of examination
malpractice has reached an alarming proportion. There are socalled “magic centers” where students cheat recklessly. Also, the
problem of examination malpractice is also in tertiary institutions.
CULTURAL REVOLUTION (NORM) REFORMATION
WILL ADDRESS CORRUPTION AND PROMOTE A
CORRUPT FREE SOCIETY.
Culture is value systems of a society the way we do things and
therefore the way we think. Today, people see corruption as a way of
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life. This means that if I change my attitude to work, sudden wealth,
public funds, political ofﬁce and ofﬁce holders, it is most likely to
inﬂuence my own environment and challenge someone else to a
better behaviour. This this nation can only be great and greater when
we give God His proper and rightful place in our lives and activities.
Hence nothing can really change in the land or in anybody's life from
outside but inside. When a restricting occurs within, it will inﬂuence
what can be seen without.
Solution to Nigeria as a nation is not revolution in terms of armed
struggle because it will not necessarily address how we think. The
way forward is re-birth and reformation. That which is born of the
ﬂesh is ﬂesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit (John 3:6-7).
According to Matt.18:3 Unless you change reformed and
transformed. When a man experience spiritual revolution and
reformation, he will become a new creation and his value system will
change (2Chor.5:17). Cultural Revolution (Norm) Reformation will
promote a paradigm shift, regulates your behavior, not for selected
few but the masses.
It will promote sincerity in governance, good relationship, address
corruption, and reduce insecurity, wastage of lives and properties.
Cultural Reformation is a spiritual dimension of strengthening the
moral institutions in building a corrupt free society. Nation is
recognized by what she does or lives by (cultural Paradigms). God
will conquer their ways of life, of state and nation through a
paradigm shift.To this end, we are to go into all nations- religion,
entertainment industries, military, politics, government, education,
family, business, commerce, science and technology- producing
cultural changing, displaying wisdom of God and kingdom lifestyle;
Show our God to the whole world as God of reformation Gen.1:13.For instance, Mary Slessor, the Christian missionary who served in
Calabar, used the gospel of Christ to stop the killing of twins. We can
make Nigeria a better place if we will truly make disciples of nations.
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Discipleship is the process of producing reformed and transformed
lives. Christians are called to be inﬂuencers. Matt.28:19-20 contains
the marching orders for Christ's followers today. Our Lord is
sending us into the world to have impact – not the impact of
coercion or force religion and force marriage, but the irresistible
inﬂuence of reformed and transformed lives; illuminating and
igniting the ﬁre in others.
CONCLUSION
Corruption is a vicious sin and crime that destroys a nation and
perverts its sence of right and wrong. There is no doubt that our
nation is sick and in need of reformation and rebirth. The Religious
institution, Family institution, Traditional institution, and
Government institution (Police, Prisons and schools) are vital
instrument in the building a morally conscious society to resist
corruption in birthing of a Nation.
Religious values and beliefs have a great inpact on the way people
live. Consequently as ministers of God religious and leaders, let us
play our roles in ushering the new nation. Let us exemplify honesty
and transparency in our conduct. Any minister living in
unrighteousness must renounce his/her sin to make him/her more
effective as God's instrument and to be an example to others. Every
minister must take the injunction in 1 Timothy 4:12 very seriously:
''don't let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set
example for the believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and
in purity.'’
Also, let us challenge our members to live by these principles and
also encourage others to do so. This is in line with Jesus expectation
of His followers as recorded Matthew 5:14-16 thus: You are the light
of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do
people light and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand,
and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your
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light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and
glorify your Father in heaven. The Christian response to corruption
is to radically reject corrupt practices and adopt a position of
righteousness, honesty, transparency and accountability before God
and our fellow citizens. Result of saying no to corruption may not be
instant but it is attainable.
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Chapter Seven
"Building A Morally Conscious Society To Resist
Corruption: The Religious Perspective”
- Ndueso Ekwere Chairman Christian Association
of Nigeria (CAN) Akwa Ibom state

INTRODUCTION:
igeria is becoming a more dangerous place, with a loss of
good moral values and the emergence of leaders who
increasingly concentrate on wealth and power
disregarding the needs and desires of the young and of future
generations. This is in complete variance with the kind of 'society we
all want to live in. This presentation therefore seeks to look at how
religion (Christianity in particular) can help to build a morally
conscious society to resist corruption and intensify the demand for
accountability and good governance in Nigeria.

N

MORALITY AND MORAL CONSCIOUSNESS:
Morality refers to principles concerning the distinction between
right and wrong or good and bad behaviour.
ILLUSTRATION:
What would you do if you found N100,000 in a nylon bag on your
way home from this meeting? Would you return it to the organizers
of this meeting with a hope for a reward? Or would you keep it for
yourself ? Or would you just keep it for some time so you could roll
around in it for a while before returning it? Or would you return it
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without hoping for any reward (the best option)? Whatever our
answer is, speaks of our moral consciousness and values. Morality
has to do with questions of what is right and what is wrong, what is
good and what is evil. Consciousness is about knowledge of right
and wrong, of good and evil.
This consciousness develops in us values that guide us on how to
distinguish right from wrong. People generally apply moral values to
justify decisions, intensions and actions. It also deﬁnes the personal
character, behaviour and motives of a person. Biblically, morals are
derived from God's character, which revealed to us through the
scriptures. For example, Galatians 5:22-26 gives a breakdown of the
core Christian values. The passage reads: "But the fruit of the spirit is
love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law".
Those who belong to Christ Jesus have cruciﬁed the ﬂesh with its
passions and desires. Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step
with the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying
each other.”
CORRUPTION:
Corruption is traditionally deﬁned as the abuse of public ofﬁce for
private gain, including bribery,, nepotism and misappropriation,
extra-legal efforts by individuals or groups to gain inﬂuence over the
actions of bureaucracy. The collusion between parties in the public
and private sectors, even religious organizations for self-beneﬁts,
and more generally inﬂuencing the shaping of policies and
institutions in ways that beneﬁt the contributing private parties at the
expense of the broader public welfare.
MORALITY VERSUS CORRUPTION:
Since I was asked to speak on THE RELIGIOUS PERSPECTIVE
OF BUILDING A MORALLY CONSCIOUS SOCIETY TO
RESIST CORRUPTION. I want to deﬁne corruption as the
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absence of good Christian values. Corruption, put simply, means
bad morals.
According to C.S. Lewis (A renowned thinker, scholar and author)
morality as it relates to our behavior is important on three levels.
(1) to ensure fair play and harmony between individuals.
(2) to help make us good people in order to have a good society.
(3) to keep us in a good relationship with the power that created us.
Based on this deﬁnition, it is clear that our beliefs are critical to our
moral behaviour.
As Christians, we are supposed to follow the ways and teachings of
Jesus Christ. His values therefore are to become our values. Our
moral behavior should be guided by His example. While the Bible
does not speciﬁcally give a list of Christian moral behaviours, we
should give thoughts to many important values taught in the Bible.
These include among others:
(1) Keep God's commandments (Deuteronomy 5:29, Ecclesiastes
12:13, 1 John 2:3-4). If we subject ourselves to keeping the
commandments of God, it will not be hard for us to obey the laws of
the land.
(2) If we commit ourselves to loving God with all our hearts and love
our neighbours as ourselves (Matthew 22:39; Romans 13:9), our
decisions and actions will be guided by love. We will not
misappropriate funds meant for all for our private use. Blackmailing
and bitterness will not be our values. We will use our privileged
positions to meet the needs of others because we love them.
(3) Repentance and holding fast to the truth of the Bible. We should
recognize sinful conduct for what it is and change our behaviour.
Bad morals including corruption are sins before God. The wages of
sin as we know is death.
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(4) Live at peace with others (1Corinthians 14:33, Isaiah 32:17). We
should resolve conﬂicts with humility, consideration and
thoughtfulness. Do not offend others and do not be offended by
others.The point is that these are attributes we should value in our
lives because God exists and He has provided an instruction manual
in the form of the Holy Bible that clearly shows us how people are to
properly function for optimal performance.
A Christian who is morally conscious is one who is guided by the
tenets of his Christian belief. They exhibit such values as,
contentment, integrity, honesty, self-reliance, discipline etc. Our
society needs more of these people. People who are contented with
what God had given to them will not seek to have what is beyond
their income. Honest people will always be truthful, sincere,
impartial, respectful, honourable, discipline and display high level of
integrity. Individuals with these traits hardly get involved in act of
corruption.
MORALITY AND SOCIETY:
Morality is integral to the society. Observance of moral values in the
society plays a vital role to build a morally conscious society to resist
corruption and intensify the demand for accountability and good
governance in Nigeria. Non observance of these values causes
chaos, disorder and disunity.
The beneﬁts of a morally conscious society includes:
(a) Peace and unity.
(b) Cooperation and harmony.
(c) Orderliness and safety of lives and property.
(d) Love, ﬁdelity and progress.
ROLES OF RELIGIOUS LEADERS AND ORGANIZATIONS IN BUILDING A MORALLY CONSCIOUS
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SOCIETY AGAINST CORRUPTION
Religious leaders and organizations can help turn many Nigerians
away from what appears to be an incredible rush for material
prosperity towards the spiritual values of truth, justice, forgiveness,
holiness and purity. Christian leaders and groups can use the
message of the cross to promote a modest and an austere lifestyle
that will contradict the crass materialism and extreme economic
liberalism of our age, which is responsible for the worsening plight
of the Floor in our country.
Nigeria needs religious leaders and groups of austere disposition
who would spearhead a moral revolution and an ethical re-.
orientation. Religious organizations in Nigeria can use their
inﬂuence over people's consciences to bridge the gap between
religious ritualism and social morality. To dislodge the evil
dispensation by which Nigerians of all walks of life seem to have
decided that the price to be paid for honesty, ﬁdelity, truth, rules,
hard work and diligence are too high, and by which they have settled
for the short cut and the quick ﬁx, thereby resorting to various form
of corruption in the bid to make it by any means, foul or fair.
Religious leaders and organizations must take up the challenge of
constantly highlighting to their members the deadly consequences
for the body and the soul of sin.
The Christian Association of Nigeria (CAN) in Akwa lbom State is
gearing up to this challenge. CAN in the State has been using her
state-wide solemn assemblies and prayers at Federal Constituency
headquarters and other fora to remind Christians of the
consequences of sins, of which corruption is a part. We have
constantly also been using print and electronic media to remind
people of the necessity of living a morally conscious life in the
society. It is therefore incumbent for Pastors and other clerics to use
their pulpits, to preach this gospel with a view to helping people live
an upright life devoid of corrupt lifestyles. We seek the support of all
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and sundry in this direction. It is my earnest prayers that this town
hall meeting will produce a good result. CAN in Akwa Ibom will
continue to partner with PAACA and other organizations and
individuals to seek ways of ridding our society of corruption.
Thank you.
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