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ABOUT 
SAYNO CAMPAIGN

Labour and Trade Union joins the crusade...

Say No Campaign Nigeria is a 
coalition of civil society groups that 
works to promote and strengthen 
citizens’ engagement with 
government institutions. Principally, 
Say No Campaign programs are 
targeted at increasing social 
accountability movement, youth and 
gender inclusiveness, and advanced 
anti-corruption campaigns.

As a coalition that run workshops, 
trainings and conferences which 
focus on transparency, integrity, 
and increased demand for 
accountability, Say No Campaign 
has several citizen-based anti-
corruption networks across the 
country, comprising community 
members, traditional and religious 
leaders, targeted at generating 
and articulating citizens’ voice to 
demand accountability and elicit 
enforcement of sanctions when 
public service fails.
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BACKGROUND
Over the decades, the major anticorruption 
challenge in Nigeria has remained poor 
implementation of the budgets in all the 
sectors, leading to waste, diversion of 
massive funds or abandoned projects. 
The resultant effect has been the untold 
hardship and poverty experienced today.

Say No Campaign – Nigeria since 2017 
continues to build the capacity of citizens 
across the country to actively participate in 
tracking government projects and budgets, 
at all levels- national, state, local as well 
as constituency projects, in other to curb 
the unwarranted spate of abandoned 
projects and serve the greater public, when 
completed.

Similarly, in 2019, the Independent Corrupt 
Practices and Other Related Offences 
Commission (ICPC) introduced a campaign 
called ‘My Constituency, My Project’, where 
it has sustained pressure on Nigerian 
lawmakers to judiciously expend funds 
released to them for constituency projects. 

While this supports citizens’ action to hold 
their representatives accountable, however, 
the is an existing gap of grassroot-elite 
coordination to achieve a substantive 
pressure that can generate sustainable 
result. Hence, Say No Campaign - Nigeria 
identified the Nigeria Labour Union 
and Trade Union Congress as critical 
stakeholders that can use their influence 
to evoke accountability from relevant 
government institutions. The Nigeria Labour 
Congress (NLC) had always represented 
the frontline of the working class’ interests 
against government exploitations. It became 
relevant therefore to build the capacity 
of these groups on social accountability 
tools and other strategies they can deploy 
to monitor government initiatives, budget 
implementation, track abandoned projects 
and work with the anticorruption agencies 
to ensure transparency and accountability.

Where independent trade union functions, 
there is a grassroots actor pushing for 
transparency and accountability, checking 

the abuses that emerge from corners of 
power among a small elite. Though the 
Labour Union has implemented a number 
of principles of good governance, it has 
not approached it on the basis of modern 
theories of good governance and anti-
corruption, where beneficiaries shouldn’t 
be limited to organized groups alone. 

Say No Campaign – Nigeria organized 
a roundtable dialogue which sought to 
bring together trade unions and labour 
advocates to redefine public service sector 
for efficiency, transparency, accountability; 
deepen their focus on anti-corruption, offer 
encouragement and provide networking 
opportunities in the struggle against abuse 
of the public office.

Across the focal states, some union 
members raised a common concern of 
their inability to access local government 
budget and the possibility of having sellouts 
among them; those who might be willing to 
compromise their integrity and principles in 
exchange for personal gain, if they decide 
to form an anticorruption network, thereby 
sabotaging the effort of those who truly 
wish to use their good office in influencing 
good governance.

Despite these concerns, a consensus was 
reached and a Labour Union Network 
Against Corruption (LUNAC) was birthed. 
The network was trained on the use of 
Freedom of Information and social Audit 
to demand accountability from relevant 
authorities and enhance good governance 
in their states.



3

THE CONVENER’S THOUGHT

The focus remains the same and the goal 
has not changed; there is a dire need to hold 
our government at all levels accountable. 

Lack of accountability has resulted in 
wanton poverty that we currently witness. 
Trillions of naira gets budgeted yearly with 
no significant changes. Our hospitals remain 
in shambles; even in these critical times of 
different health challenges, our schools are 
mockery of what Education represents, and 
taxes or tariffs have significantly increased 
without a corresponding increase in service 
or quality of service. Gross mismanagement 
of funds is being experienced in all sector 
of the economy to the detriment of the 
people. It has therefore become necessary 
that citizens begin to closely monitor the 
activities of government and hold them to 
account.

As professionals working in the various 
field of the country’s economy, the role of 
Labour union in improving the quality of 
governance and service delivery cannot be 
overemphasized. We have a responsibility 
to deliver our duty with utmost diligence 
and to guide the government to live up to 
its mandate. We simply cannot fail!  

It is important that we become more 
intentional in working to uplift our society. 
Being in the system, we can bring so much 

value to citizen oversight of government 
projects and initiatives, in a way that benefits 
the society. If we are altruistic, through our 
efforts we can curb the plague of abandoned 
projects, shabby budget implementation 
and diversion of public funds. We can only 
achieve this if we decide to take personal 
responsibility in carrying out our duties. 

When we ensure that monies earmarked 
for health, education, power, transportation 
are expended accordingly, raising red 
flags where discrepancies are detected, 
and ensuring that Ministries, Departments 
and Agencies are adequately audited, we 
will be restoring sanity to our system and 
improving the quality of governance. 

This workshop came at a time when the 
expectations on unions to intervene and 
make public officials more accountable is 
high. It is my prayer that collectively, we can 
fashion out a working template which will 
improve our work of oversight and guide 
our engagement with government and its 
officials, in the interest of the larger society. 

This is the kind of legacy we want the 
unions to think about, as there is no greater 
legacy than making our communities much 
better than we had met it for the sake of our 
children and generations unborn.

THE CONVENER, SAY NO CAMPAIGN, COMRADE EZENWA NWAGWU
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Members of Nigeria Labour Congress in 
Enugu State, raised the red flag over the 
level of corruption in Nigeria.

The workers said by all indices, corruption 
had crippled every system in Nigeria, with 
the private sector not exempted, stressing 
that it was even dealing a deadly blow on the 
country more than cancer and pandemics.

While giving his goodwill, the state Chairman 
of Nigeria Labour Congress, Comrade 
Virginus Nwobodo, said the situation in 
Nigeria was getting worse despite promises 
by the present government.

NLC State Chairman, Comrade Virginus 
Nwobodo

In his words, “critical look shows that 
corruption is the bane of all the challenges 
bedevilling the country; be it insecurity, 
poverty and all that. I have looked at it 
and discovered that if we do not deal with 
corruption, we are going nowhere.

“It has permeated every facet of our 
country’s life; be it the public and private 
sector. There is a need for a turn around, 
everybody must say no to corruption. If you 
keep quiet because you are in office and 
you are a beneficiary of the system, one day 
you will leave office and you will suffer the 
consequence. Even the labour is quiet and 
that is why people are even feeling that we 
have been compromised.”

Similarly, the state chairman Trade Union 
Congress, Comrade Ben Asogwa described 
the dialogue as timely.

He said, “every indicator, every fact used to 
measure corruption shows that corruption 
indices are going up instead of coming 
down. Even the Transparency International 
report recently shows how bad corruption 
has got in this nation.

“Every administration that comes, including 
the present one, promises to fight corruption, 

E N U G U  S TAT E
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but we can see what is happening.

“The only way we can be serious about the 
anti-corruption is when we do so irrespective 
of tribal inclinations, religious relationships 
and political affiliations.”

TUC State Chairman, Comrade Ben 
Asogwa

Although affirming the readiness and 
commitment of the labour unions in Enugu 
State to promote good governance and 
accountability, Asogwa said there should 
be assurances that “the fight will not be 
manipulated or turned into business by 
union members.”

In his remarks, the Deputy Country Director 
of the MacArthur Foundation, Dayo Olaide 
stressed that corruption was taking a 
dangerous dimension in Nigeria.

He said despite steady rise in budgetary 
allocation from billions of naira in the early 
years of Nigeria’s democracy to trillions 
of naira in later years, no commensurate 
development had been witnessed.

Deputy Country Director, Macauthur 
Foundation, Mr Dayo Olaide (On Screen)

“We should ask ourselves- how have we 
fared in terms of democracy dividends? 
The problem is corruption, it is a threat 
to democracy. The budget has risen to 
trillions of naira, the question is in terms of 
measurable development index, have we 
been able to reduce child mortality, reduce 
the number of children on the streets, have 
we been able to create jobs, have we been 
able to improve education standards?

“The level of corruption is worrisome; unless 
we deal with this challenge that has been 
described as cancerous and as a pandemic, 
we will go nowhere. Every one of us should 
be able to say no to corruption,” he declared 
via the zoom virtual platform.

While describing the purpose of social audit 
and the most effective way Union members 
can carry out social audit in their various 
spaces, the convener of Say No Campaign, 
Comrade Ezenwa Nwagwu stated that “Any 
activism that does not provide leverage 
for public good is mere self-glorification 
and irrelevant…. no organization in Nigeria 
has the intellectual capacity to confront 
local challenges like the Nigeria Labour 
Congress.”

The Convener, Say No Campaign, Comrade 
Ezenwa Nwagwu

He urged the unionists to closely 
monitor budget implementation and 
hold government to account if gaps are 
discovered.
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Independent Corrupt Practices and Other 
Related Offences Commission (ICPC) 
reiterated their willingness to work with 
citizens in the fight against corruption, 
through their representative, Mrs. Ade-
Adams Oluwaseyi during a capacity building 
workshop organized for labour union in 
Lagos state.

ICPC Representative, Mrs Ade-Adams 
Oluwaseyi

In her words, “It is the duty of citizens 
to hold the government accountable…
as an organized group, you must equip 
yourselves with the information contained 
in the budget…. the doors of ICPC are open 
to work with you in incidences of corruption”.

Senior Program Officer, Macarthur 
Foundation, Dr. Amina Salihu (On Screen) 

On behalf of the MacArthur Foundation 
Country Director, Dr. Kole Shettima, the 
Senior Program officer, Dr. Amina Salihu 
urged participants to reactivate the office of 
the citizen which is a very important office in 
the country. According to her, “As a citizen, it 

L A G O S  S TAT E
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is your right to know what belongs to you, it’s not a privilege…we hope you make demands 
that will change your lives for the better”.

The Convener, Say No Campaign, Comrade Ezenwa Nwagwu advised union members 
against personal heroism and urged them to take personal responsibility in working for 
public good. According to him, “Public good should be bigger than our personal interest. 
Our country is sinking because we have interest in personal heroism than moving the 
needle from one place to another for positive change ……. The credibility of our activism is 
going down because we are not relevant to our communities. Collective power, energy, 
intellect and competence is what we need to bring together and solve problems.”

The Convener, Say No Campaign, Comrade Ezenwa Nwagwu

After a detailed discussion on how to use the Freedom of information act to prod 
accountability on abandoned projects and budget implementation, the Program manager, 
Mr. James Ugochukwu encouraged participants to monitor their community projects and 
ensure its completion.

Program Manager, Say No Campaign, Mr. James Ugochukwu
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A K WA- I B O M  S TAT E

Deputy Country Director, Macarthur Foundation, Mr Dayo Olaide (On Screen)

According to him, “If we don’t have citizens speaking out, what we will see is a continuation 
of impunity in the system. The role of Labour Union, particularly, have to play in this work 
is humongous. Of course, Labour has the so- called involvement in the struggle for 
governance and democracy in this country.

It is time that we get Labour to be more visible in this work given its network and the 
goodwill that it continues to enjoy among the larger percentage of Nigerians. “

The state Commissioner of Independent Corrupt Practices and other related offences 
Commission (ICPC), Mr. Shola Shodipo, in his remark, lauded organizers of the capacity 
building workshop for identifying Labour Unions as relevant stakeholders in holding 
public officials in the country accountable. He urged participants to see the Commission 
as a dependable partner in efforts to reduce corrupt practices in the country, especially in 
government sectors.

In order to tackle the lack of accountability that had been a bane in the democratization 
and governance in Nigeria, Deputy Country Director of Macarthur Foundation, Mr. Dayo 
Olaide charged the unions in Akwa-ibom state to be actively involved in the fight against 
corruption. 
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ICPC State Commissioner, Mr. Shola 
Shodipo

While addressing the participants on the 
need to have an active labour union network 
against corruption, Say No campaign 
Convener, Comrade Ezenwa Nwagwu said 
the anti-corruption fight would record huge 
success if union members in the country 
adopt same proactive approach they apply 
while pushing their demands for improved 
wages and other welfare benefits.

The Convener, Say No Campaign, Comrade 
Ezenwa Nwagwu

A participant raised concerns about 
union members who might be willing to 
compromise their integrity and principles 
in exchange for personal gain, if they 
decide to form an anticorruption network to 
question service failure and promote good 
governance, thereby sabotaging their effort.

In response, Nwagwu advised, “In the 
struggle against corruption, every strength 
must be harnessed. All we are saying, is that, 
as a Union member, use your competence, 
your respect, and your influence beyond 
trade union issues. Use your influence 
collectively or individually to see how you 
can improve the concerns of the larger 
Society, either where you live, where you 
work or the community you come from.”
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KANO STATE
The essence of the workshop in Kano state 
was for union members to look inwards and 
see how they can start solving problems at 
local levels, with less attention at the national 
level, this was detailed by the program 
Manager, Say No campaign, Mr. James 
Ugochukwu while delivering statement of 
purpose for the event. 

Program Manager, Say No Campaign, Mr. 
James Ugochukwu

 “We are looking for ways to focus on the 
challenges in our local communities, your 
approach towards solving problems should 
be by mobilizing like-minded individuals in 
our various communities to start tracking 
government projects.”, he advised.

The Convener, Say No Campaign, Comrade 
Ezenwa Nwagwu attributed the high rate 
of abandoned projects in local government 
administration to lack of citizens 
participation in monitoring implementation, 
and therefore called on union members to 
focus on budget tracking at grassroot level.

“We will create a country of lamentation if 
we decide to become workshop veterans, 
without working for the good of our 
communities, ……. We help the authorities to 
steal when we show lack of interest towards 
the content of the budget”, Nwagwu advised 
while stating the importance of monitoring 
government activities.
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ICPC Kano State Representative Mr. 
Dalhati Bangaje, The head of public affairs 
directorate, Economic and Financial Crimes 
Commission in Kano State, Mr. Idris Isiyaku 
called for the collective buy-in of all 
stakeholders if the fight against corruption 
must succeed in Nigeria.
At the end, a participant suggested and 
others agreed that a forum be organized 
for Labour unions and Antigraft agencies for 
cross fertilization of ideas towards the fight 
against corruption.

ICPC Kano State Representative Mr. 
Dalhati Bangaje, 

On behalf of the Independent Corrupt 
Practices and Other Related Offences 
Commission (ICPC), its Kano state 
representative Mr. Dalhati Bangaje 
expressed willingness of the commission 
to work with participants in tracking 
abandoned constituency projects and other 
cases of corruption. According to him, the 
fight against corruption requires a collective 
effort; The government and citizens.

The head of public affairs directorate, 
Economic and Financial Crimes Commission 
in Kano State, Mr. Idris Isiyaku called for the 
collective buy-in of all stakeholders if the 
fight against corruption must succeed in 
Nigeria.

EFCC Head Of Public Affairs Directorate, 
Mr. Idris Isiyaku

At the end, a participant suggested and 
others agreed that a forum be organized for 
Labour unions and Anti Graft agencies for 
cross fertilization of ideas towards the fight 
against corruption.
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BORNO STATE
The country director, MacArthur Foundation, 
Dr. Kole Shettima highlighted the duty of 
citizens as collaborators in community 
development, and encouraged participants 
to monitor and ensure government 
promises gets to citizens, while delivering 
his goodwill on behalf of the foundation.

According to him “Citizens should see their 
role as vital in promoting good governance. 
We want to make sure their value for the 
resources that is spent, it doesn’t mean 
you are against them, but aiding them to 
do their work and implement the promises 
they have made.”

While explaining the Freedom of information 
act as a tool to facilitate transparency, Say 
No Campaign program manager, Mr. James 
Ugochukwu advised participants to use 
their power as a union in pushing for good 
governance.

Program Manager, Say No Campaign, Mr. 
James Ugochukwu 

The Convener, Say No Campaign, Comrade 
Ezenwa Nwagwu 

The Convener, Say No Campaign, Comrade 
Ezenwa Nwagwu described why the labour 
union should be at the forefront of organizing 
town halls on abandoned projects. 

In his words, “As individuals, we belong to 
four communities; community of Nativity; 
Community of residence; Community of 
work and Community of the affected……...As 
comrades, fighting for the welfare of our 
members is important, but don’t neglect 
the community of the affected which we 
collectively belong to……Take initiative 
to solve one problem, don’t analyze the 
problem, mobilize to solve.”

After being disaggregated according to local 
governments in the state, union members 
picked on state projects to monitor and 
ensure its complete implementation. They 
went ahead to explain reasons for their 
choice projects and how it will be beneficial 
to a greater number of persons in the state.
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The Executive Director, Peering Advocacy 
and Advancement Centre in Africa, 
Comrade Ezenwa Nwagwu has called for 
the collaboration of all stakeholders in 
the fight against corruption to reduce the 
incidences of corruption within the country.

The call was made at an anti-corruption 
engagement with labour and trade unions 
in Benin, Edo State, to position the unions 
as active drivers of anticorruption in Nigeria, 
organized by Say No Campaign with support 
from Macarthur Foundation.

In his opening remarks, the Executive 
Director of PAACA who is also the convener 
of the Say No Campaign Project, Ezenwa 
Nwagwu urged union members to employ 
new approaches in engaging government 
agencies and budget monitoring adding 
that they can’t continue to do the same 
thing every time and expect different result.

Convener, Say No Campaign Nigeria, 
Comrade Ezenwa Nwagwu

While pointing out that perpetrators of 
corrupt practices are now dynamic in 
carrying out their nefarious activities, 
Nwagwu advised participants not to 
professionalize the Labour and trade 
unions; where members are hailed for being 
comrades without making impact.

“We must shift from the usual practice 
and equip ourselves with the needed 
information and documents, to adopt other 
means of monitoring our budget and its 
implementation at all levels of government.” 
he said.

After describing the meeting as result 
oriented, Comrade Nwagwu noted that 
in addressing corruption challenges and 
to hold public office holders accountable, 
there is need for a new thinking, stressing 
that ignorant on the side of citizens has 
worsened and encouraged the spread of 
corruption in the system.

 The Resident Commissioner of the 
Independent Corrupt Practices and Other 
Related Offences Commission (ICPC) in Edo 
State command, who was represented by 
the assistant commissioner, Eze Nwafor 
urged the stakeholders to maintain a high 
standard of ethical and moral conduct in 
their engagement with g o v e r n m e n t  
agencies.

“I have always maintained that for a 
successful fight against corruption, the 
stakeholders must not only own the fight 

E D O  S TAT E
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but also have sound ethical and moral 
conducts blended with accountability and 
transparency in all their dealings with the 
public.”

Eze Nwafor, ICPC Assistant commissioner, 
Edo State command.

The Chairman, Economic and Financial 
Crime Commission, Abdulrasheed Bawa 
who was represented by Williams Oseghale, 
Head, Public Affairs Department, Benin 
Zonal Office advised stakeholders to key 
into the gains of the dialogue because a 
better Nigeria will be enjoyed by everyone.

Williams Oseghale, Head, Public Affairs 
Department, EFCC Benin Zonal Office

In his remarks, state NLC chairman, Sunday 
Osanyande, expressed willingness to 
partner with the Say No Campaign project 
in other to drive accountability within the 
state.

Edo state NLC chairman, Sunday 
Osanyande

A network of labour and trade union against 
corruption was birthed, with participants 
from the three Senatorial District of the 
state, who are willing to use their influence 
to push for accountability in Edo state 
through budget monitoring, and tracking of 
abandoned projects.

James Ugochukwu, Program Manager, 
Say No Campaign

The program manager, Say No Campaign 
Nigeria, James Ugochukwu gave a detailed 
explanation on the effective strategies for 
engaging social accountability, dwelling 
on how the network can drive public 
accountability in their sectors.
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During the dialogue session geared towards 
deepening the focus of the union members 
on anti-corruption, offering encouragement, 
and providing networking opportunities in 
the struggle against the rampant abuse of 
public office, President of the Nigeria Labour 
Congress, Comrade Ayuba Wabba called 
for a collaboration with larger civil society 
organizations and Nigerians to address 
corruption in the country. In his words, “It 
is high time we collaborate with larger 
civil society organizations and Nigerians to 
address this evil that is bedeviling us. 

Comrade Ayuba Wabba, President, Nigeria 
Labour Congress.

Declaring the event open, the Convener 
of Say No Campaign Nigeria, Comrade 
Ezenwa Nwagwu said that the idea of 

partnership with labour and trade union 
in the fight against corruption is unique in 
the sense that their title as comrades come 
with some reverence which should be 
exploited for greater good. He challenged 
unionists to use their position and capacity 
to influence good governance, noting that 
the activism of union members is called 
to question when they are not solving 
problems.  According to him, “Democracy 
entails active citizenship; Citizens abandon 
their responsibility and “MANTRAlize” every 
engagement. It shouldn’t be so.  There is a 
conversation of integrity that happens about 
us behind our back as comrades, so each 
time we compromise, we betray the trust”.

Comrade Ezenwa Nwagwu, Convener, Say 
No Campaign-Nigeria

F E D E R A L  C A P I TA L  T E R R I T O RY
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Dayo Olaide, Deputy Country Director, 
MacArthur Foundation encouraged 
participants to expose every corrupt act, 
because there is a victim who pays for every 
corruption perpetuated. “Corruption has 
victims; For every stolen money or for every 
project that is abandoned, there is a cost 
for someone out there. Someone pays the 
price. We need Nigerians who live with the 
ones who are corrupt to speak out” he said.

Dayo Olaide, Deputy Country Director, 
MacArthur Foundation 

The Director General, National Orientation 
Agency, Dr. Garba Abari, represented by his 
special Assistant David Akoji spoke on the 
need for Labour and trade union visibility 
within the anticorruption landscape.

According to him, “Labour needs to become 
far more visible on the anti-corruption fight 
landscape. To be more effective in doing 
this, labour must once again endear itself 
to the hearts of members of the public, by 
speaking the minds of the working class and 
also enlightening them on how to benefit 
from government policies, programmes 
and activities”.

David Akoji, SA – DG National Orientation 
Agency

Also Speaking at the event, Chairman of 
the Independent Corrupt Practices and 
other Related Offences Commission, 
Professor Bolaji Owasanoye, represented 
by an honourable board member of the 
commission, Barr. Obiora Samuel Igwedibia, 
said that all hands must be on deck if the 
anticorruption war must be won. “It cannot 
be over-emphasized that all hands must be 
on deck to win the war as the commission 
cannot fight it alone. Accordingly, concerted 
effort is required from the civil society, 
Labour, trade Unions, and indeed all and 
sundry. If the war against corruption must 
be fought effectively” he said.

Barr. Obiora Samuel Igwedibia, Honourable 
board member, ICPC 

The highlight of the dialogue session 
was the inauguration of the Labour and 
Trade Union Network Against Corruption 
(LATUNAC) in the FCT, charged with the 
responsibility of using their collective power 
to influence good governance, especially in 
tracking abandoned projects. 
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The Labour and Trade unions’ decision to 
address abundance of abandoned projects 
across the country, is by far the most 
strategic means of sustaining ownership of 
the anticorruption fight among citizens. This 
is evident in the collective power, energy, 
intellect and competence that is brought 
together in solving problems that affect its 
members.

The power resident in this collectivity of 
workers, when properly managed has been 
demonstrated to be effective in influencing 
positive governance. Since the Labour and 
trade union network against corruption 
was inaugurated, there have been reports 
on how their activities led to revisitation 
of abandoned projects by contractors; 
particularly Yahaya Gusau abandoned Road 
project in Kano State, where the network 
met with traditional leaders to mobilize 
communities for oversight and also the 
abandoned  four classroom blocks at 
government Secondary school, Maiduguri; 
Here, the network realized the contractor 
was fully mobilized, yet abandoned the 
project. They visited the State Universal 
Basic Education Board and got them to 
follow up with contractor, who came back to 
continue the project. Meanwhile, monitoring 
is still ongoing to ensure the projects are 
not abandoned again. This clearly shows 
that where labour and trade union functions 
independently for a greater good, there is 
a grassroots actor pushing for transparency 

and accountability, checking the abuses 
that emerge from corners of power among 
a small elite.

Apart from the enlarged role of Labour and 
trade unions in the provision of economic 
benefits to their members, the most 
important function is in the development of 
the society. As an organized body, they are 
relevant in the fight against corruption due to 
their intellectual capacity and reach in areas 
of budget implementation, constituency 
project implementation and collective 
bargaining. The effect of Labour and trade 
unionism in good governance calls for co-
operative spirit in other to maintain a stable 
and sustainable economic and political 
development in the country. Although 
there has been records of distraction and 
improper urgency by some of the unionists, 
but with the recent successes recorded 
as a result of their involvement in tracking 
abandoned projects, one can only imagine 
the positive influence Labour and trade 
unionism could have in Nigeria if proper 
guidance and support are given to them 
by the government and other superior 
agencies.

This network has also proven to be useful 
in near hazardous situations where projects 
are implemented with inferior materials. 
The renovation of Health post at Otioru, 
Akwaibom state was monitored by the 
Labour and trade union network to avoid 

W H O  S AYS  N L C  I S  A  S E L F - S E R V I N G  U N I O N ?
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the risk of having yet another abandoned 
project. While monitoring, the network 
noticed and complained about the quality 
of doors fixed and had them replaced the 
following day, as well as the piled refuse 
dump that got cleaned up after their 
formal complaint. If this intervention hadn’t 
happened unanimously, the contractor 
would have probably enriched himself at the 
expense of welfare and lives of citizens. Little 
wonder the Enugu state chairman of Trade 
Union Congress, Comrade Ben Asogwa 
stated that “The only way we can be serious 
about the anti-corruption is when we do so 
irrespective of tribal inclinations, religious 
relationships and political affiliations”.

The Initiative by Peering Advocacy and 
Advancement Centre in Africa, under its Say 
No Campaign Project to position the Nigeria 
Labour Union and Trade Union Congress in 
states like Enugu, Akwaibom, Kano, Borno, 
Edo, Lagos and the Federal Capital Territory, 
as critical stakeholders that will use their 
influence to evoke accountability from 
relevant government institutions, has birthed 
numerous changes, especially an outlook 
shift; realizing that they have a major role to 
play towards enjoying good governance, by 
owning the anticorruption fight and making 
the system work for public good. The 
President, Nigeria Labour Congress (NLC) 
during an anticorruption dialogue session in 
the Federal Capital Territory said “It is high 
time we collaborate with larger civil society 
organizations and Nigerians to address 
this evil that is bedeviling us”. Though the 
statement has been put to action in different 
states, expectations are still high.

The fight against corruption is not 
specifically placed on the shoulders of the 
Labour and Trade union, it is a collective 
task and so encourages a general co-
operation of all citizens in order to boost 
the economic, and political status of the 

country. As international anticorruption 
organizations like Macarthur Foundation 
continue to support local organizations 
to address anticorruption issues in the 
country by exciting citizens’ participation, 
the cooperation of government agencies 
is equally needed to gain sufficient traction 
and sustain the confidence of citizens.

Thankfully, the current government have a 
said political will to fight corruption Besides, 
the Akwaibom state Commissioner, 
Independent Corrupt Practices and other 
related offences Commission (ICPC), Mr. 
Shola Shodipo said “we want you to see 
the Commission as a dependable partner 
in efforts to reduce corrupt practices in the 
country. Our doors are open to work with 
you in incidences of corruption”, during 
an anticorruption dialogue. We hope the 
government will be willing to justly open 
their “doors” to union members with genuine 
concerns towards address progressing 
corruption issues in the country.

Its noteworthy that the activities of the 
Nigeria Labour Union and Trade Union 
Congress are beyond the interest of their 
members, but also for public good. As the 
Executive Director, Peering Advocacy and 
Advancement Centre in Africa, Comrade 
Ezenwa Nwagwu rightly told union 
members, “Any activism that does not 
provide leverage for public good is mere 
self-glorification and irrelevant. This is the 
kind of legacy we want the unions to think 
about, as there is no greater legacy than 
making our communities much better than 
we had met it for the sake of our children 
and generations unborn”.

Lynn Agwuncha

Communications Officer, Peering Advocacy 
and Advancement Centre in Africa -PAACA.
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