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INTRODUCTION:
A study commissioned by the Ministry of Women Affairs and Social Development and the United Nations 

Population Fund (UNFPA) shows that “28% of Nigerian women aged 25-29 have experienced some form 

of physical violence since age 15.” Another report from UNFPA shows that nearly “3 in 10 Nigerian 

women have experienced physical violence by the age of 15”. But due to the fear of stigmatization by 

the society and sometimes from the security personnel, as well as, retaliation by perpetrators, Sexual 

and Gender-based Violence (SGBV) is generally under-reported. 

Gender based violence usually manifested in the form of physical, emotional or psychological, sexual 

violence or harmful practices, is an age-long challenge to the development of women in Nigeria.  Just 

before the COVID-19 global pandemic, sexual and gender-based violence became an issue of national 

concern with calls from civil society groups and human rights activists, to the government to end the 

menace. 

Rape reports of women, children and infants dominated the media space as victims cried louder for 

justice and girls became more terriied of the unsafe society. Victims narrated their sordid experience 

of sexual violations by strangers, invaders and close family relations as they pled for justice. The greater 

the numbers of victims, both ordinary women and celebrities, the more the agitations for justice and 

the more elusive justice seemed to be.  

The Laws such as the Child Right Act and Violence Against Persons Prohibition Acts are there, but not 

efective nor domesticated in most states of the federation. Additionally, the institutions responsible 

for handling sexual and gender-based violence cases are underfunded and lacking in capacity. 

In the midst of the COVID-19 lockdown, there was yet an unleashing of sexual and gender-based 

violence fueled by many unjustiiable factors. The brutal rape and killings of undergraduate female 

students in Edo and Oyo states, the kidnap and repeated sexual exploitation of a 12-year-old girl in 

Jigawa state by a 52-year-old man, and other rape allegations of 4-6 months old babies are few of the 

mind-boggling explosions of this violent and illicit act in the country. The ministry of women afairs and 

social development reported that between March and July, during the COVID-19 lockdown, at least 

3,600 rape cases were recorded across the country.  The sad reality is that justice often eludes the 

victims, especially where ignorance and fear of mockery, stigmatization or reprisal hinders victims of 

these crimes from exposing and pressing charges to ensure justice is served, coupled with the justice 

system which in its current format, have made it difficult for victims to seek justice in cases of sexual 

and gender-based violations.

The need to move against this vile act has become ever more urgent to ensure a safer and supportive 

environment for women and girls to live and attain their full potential. Beside propping our institutions 

and justice system to better serve victims, it is essential that the society work together to ensure an end 

to the menace, especially by alienating social, cultural, political and religious practices that propagate 

gender inequality and undermine positive moves to strengthen the rights of women and girls. 

This prompted the national campaign by the National Orientation Agency (NOA) and Peering Advocacy 

and Advancement Centre in Africa (PAACA) to engage relevant government officials, religious and 

traditional bodies, as well as, opinion leaders in all the states to make personal commitment to support; 

ensure justice for victims and advance the advocacy to change society’s attitude and behaviour towards 

victims and perpetrators of sexual and gender based violence in the country.
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ABBREVIATIONS:

NOA – NATIONAL ORIENTATION AGENCY

PAACA – PEERING ADVOCACY AND ADVANCEMENT CENTRE IN AFRICA

SGBV – SEXUAL AND GENDER BASED VIOLENCE

VAPP - VIOLENCE AGAINST PERSONS PROHIBITION

NHRC - NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION

WOGI - WOMEN ORGANIZATION FOR GENDER ISSUES

WHO – WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION

CSO – CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATION

NGO – NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION

NAPTIP - NATIONAL AGENCY FOR THE PROHIBITION OF TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS

WEWE - WE ENABLING WOMEN EVERYWHERE

CRA – CHILD’S RIGHT ACT 
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The National Orientation Agency in collaboration with Peering 

Advocacy and Advancement Centre in Nigeria (PAACA) convened 

stakeholders for a roundtable discussion on trends, challenges and 

impact of sexual and gender-based violence in Nigeria, to fashion 

out the best strategy towards curbing this menace, and liberate 

our society from sexual predators and gender-based violence. 

The event was attended by both state and non-state actors; The 

Ministry of Women Afairs, Department for State Security, The 

Nigerian Navy, Nigerian Police force, Independent Corrupt Practice 

and Other Related Ofenses Commission, National Human Right 

Commission, The Nigerian Army, Nigeria Immigration Service, 

United Nations High Commission for Refugee, Nigeria Security and 

Civil Defence Corps (NSCDC) and Civil Society partners relevant to 

the subject matter like WEWE Network Afrique, Gender Proactive 

Initiative, Women Organization for Gender Issues- WOGI, Yiaga 

Africa, Nigerian Bar Association, Teenage network and Action Aid 

Nigeria were all present at the event to deliberate on sexual and 

Gender-based Violence in Nigeria: trends Analysis and he way 

forward.

The NOA Director-General, Dr. Garba Abari in his opening remark, 

attributed increase in cases of abuse and gender based violence 

to Prolonged lockdown aimed at slowing down the spread of 

COVID19 infections. He said as an institution that is mandated to 

preserve the value fabric of our nation, the NOA has been troubled 

about this narrative of the beastly description of some Nigerians.

In his words, “Today’s meeting is in continuation of our search for 

a solution to the age-long problem which appears to have found 

new expression in our country. Whether old or new, rape or sexual 

and gender-based violence are evil against humanity which all 

Nigerians must come together to end”.

“…. parents, teachers, religious leaders, neighbours, security agents, 

civil society actors and health workers have a duty to perform in 

finding a way to end this bad behaviour by the worst among us. 

Even victims have a role to play by speaking out through relevant 

bodies while seeking medical support. The disturbing wave of 

sexual and gender-based violence calls for serious concern and 

action by both state and non-state actors. That is why today we are 

gathered here, not just government representatives, but also other 

stakeholders, particularly active third sector players to harmonize 

our strategy for the ight against rape in Nigeria. I commend the 

PAACA for choosing the Agency as a worthy partner in the fight 

against sexual and gender-based violence," he said.

Dr. Abari expressed hope that at the end of the engagement, 

the stakeholders would build synergy to promote behavioural 

change across all sectors; provide ideas and direction for tackling 

the issues and intensify the call for the operationalization of the 

relevant statutes or legislation in all states of the federation.

In his address, the Executive Director of PAACA, Ezenwa Nwagwu 

said the meeting became necessary due to the exponential increase 

in sexual and gender-based crimes that have been witnessed in 

recent times, especially during the COVID-19 lockdown.

According to him, “There is a gap that needs to be addressed 

because various stakeholders are doing so much to end SGBV, yet 

it has not diminished. The challenge with gender-based violence 

is that no one is willing to take personal responsibility to ensure 

ofenders are brought to book”. 

NOA PARTNERS PAACA TO 
ADDRESS SEXUAL, GENDER BASED 
VIOLENCE IN NIGERIA

CHAPTER 1
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He enjoined all stakeholders to take personal responsibility in 

7

bringing an end to the wave of sexual and gender-based violence 

in Nigeria, as participants brainstorm for ideas on way forward.

Comrade Nwagwu revealed that partnership with the National 

Orientation Agency to address sexual and gender-based violence 

is essential in reaching out to millions of Nigerians, due its spread 

and presence across the states in Nigeria.

After applauding NOA and PAACA for such initiative, Representative 

of the Honourable Minister of Women Afairs, Victoria Lar said the 

ministry has been partnering with stakeholders such as National 

Human Rights Commission (NHRC), Nigerian Police, CSOs and 

NGOs to bring about change regarding sexual violence in Nigeria. 

The ministry, she said, creates awareness on the Violence Against 

persons (prohibition) Act and respond to gender cases directly 

reported to them.

Executive Secretary, National Human Rights Commission, Tony 

Ojukwu announced that the Commission is already working on 

a Mobile App to enable victims get instant access to a platform 

to seek justice against sexual ofenders. He also committed to 

collaborate with the NOA and extend the commission’s service to 

the 774 local government areas of the country.

While encouraging victims to report sexual ofenders for 

prosecution, Head of Programmes ActionAid Nigeria, Suwaiba 

Yakubu-Jibrin called for healthier partnerships that will help in 

addressing the scourge of sexual and gender-based violence in 

Nigeria.

Director of Programmes, Yiaga Africa, Cynthia Mbamalu presented 

a paper titled: Positioning Nigeria to Fight the Scourge of Sexual and 

Gender Based Violence. She took participants through statistics 

regarding rising cases across the states. 

According to her, sexual and gender-based violence, whether 

physical, emotional or psychological violence has been with us 

in Nigeria for far too long but shrouded in secrecy for fear of 

victimization and stigmatization. She observed that the Corona 

Virus pandemic has exposed the high rate of the illicit act in 

Nigeria, citing the WHO report which stated that 1 out of every 3 

women worldwide have experienced some form of physical and/

or sexual violence by an intimate partner or any perpetrator in 

their lifetime. Another report by the National Demographic and 

Health Survey indicated that 3 out of 10 would have experienced 

physical violence by the age of 15, and 1 in 4 women in Nigeria 

have experienced intimate partner violence, consequently, adding 

that the numbers of the sexually abused are too many to be silent. 

The Laws, according to her are in Nigeria, but not efective nor 

domesticated in most states of the federation. She lamented that 

the institutions responsible for handling the cases are underfunded 

and the personnel lack capacity. There is a need for proper funding, 

training and retraining of officials responsible for handling sexual 

and gender-based violence issues.

On issues of institutional inefectiveness to address SGBV issues, 

the chairperson, Nigerian Bar Association, Hauwa Shekarau, 

opined that until there is a coordinated efort by both state 

institutions and civil groups that can ensure strict implementation 
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of the law, Nigeria will not gain traction with lighting the scourge.  
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She emphasized that sensitizing Nigerians on the need to report 

SGBV cases and doggedly seek justice is essential, adding that 

rape cases should not be settled out of court but justice should be 

prioritized. She also emphasized the need to adequately fund and 

train the Police force to enable them handle issues professionally 

and efectively.

The Executive Director of WOGI, Stella Odife conirmed that 

poverty is an enabling factor for SGBV and our laws are complicit 

to this violence. She explained that while a section of the law 

deines an adult to be a certain mature age, a contradicting 

section follows that a married girl is considered an adult. She 

therefore, called for the expunging of such contradicting laws. She 

also encouraged collaboration with the Office of the First Lady to 

deepen sensitization in grassroots and discourage practices that 

enable SGBV.

On the belief that victims of SGBV could be culpable, the 

Protection Officer, United Nations Refugee Agency, Momoh 

Solomon condemned the assumption to be a strategy to shield 

the perpetrators, which must be discouraged. He stressed that 

SGBV is a human right issue and should be treated as such.

The Executive Director of WEWE Network Afrique, Adaora 

Onyechere, lamented that there is a sense of disorder within the 

family system that prevent family members from exposing the 

crime of SGBV. While she condemned the act of keeping cases of 

SGBV secret, she blamed the system for failing to deliver justice 

to brave victims who defied stigmatization to demand for justice. 

She noted that if the system can deliver justice, people will be 

encouraged to speak up.

Special adviser to the president on Social Investments, Maryam 

Uwais stated the need for increased sensitization and training of 

paralegals on sexual and gender-based violence issues.

Participants were issued pledge cards by PAACA, where they 

signed to use their good office at all times to protect the 

vulnerable, expose sexual crimes and support victims of rape and 

gender-based violence. They shall also deploy their skills and all in 

their power to provide support and ensure justice for victims of 

sexual crimes and work to enable a safe society for all, especially 

the most vulnerable.

It was concluded that addressing issues of SGBV will require 

consistent sensitization at schools, churches/mosques as well as 

families, and NOA was advised to take leadership in this campaign.
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INTRODUCTION: 

The year 2020 will be remembered for diferent reasons. The first 

being the COVID-19 pandemic which took the world by surprise 

and challenged even the most advanced health care systems in 

the world. But 2020 will not be remembered for only COVID-19 

as the pandemic brought to the fore the lapses in our system, 

the realities of a state not built to protect its vulnerable and more 

importantly the absence of an efective state response system to 

protect survivors of sexual and gender-based violence (SGBV).

SGBV IN NIGERIA’S COVID-19 ERA

• In 2020, the rape and murder of young Vera Uwaila Omozuwa 

led to widespread protest in major cities in Nigeria and as 

call for justice rang through the streets of social media and 

in the physical space, more reports of sexual violence against 

women and girls were recorded. The criminals were roaming 

free and more women and girls remained and remains at 

risk.

• In March 2020 alone, reports from 23 states revealed that 

a total of 346 incidents of Gender Based Violence were 

reported while in April 2020 the number increased to 794 

in Nigeria (Brief by UN Women, UNFPA, UNODC, UNICEF- 

Nigeria, May 2020) 

• In June 2020, the Nigerian Police revealed in June that it 

had received 717 report on rape between January and May 

2020. This was just the figure of cases reported with much 

more unreported cases across the country. By July 2020, the 

Minister of Women Afairs and Social Development reported 

that at least 3600 cases of rape were recorded during the 

lockdown in Nigeria, with a minimum of 100 reported from 

each state’s Commission of women Afairs (premiumtimesng.

com).

THE PREVALENCE OF SGBV

Research shows that 1 in every 3 women worldwide have 

experienced some form of physical and/or sexual violence by 

an intimate partner or sexual violence by any perpetrator in 

their lifetime (WHO). In 2013, the National Demographic and 

Health Survey revealed that nearly 3 in 10 women would have 

experienced physical violence by the age of 15 and a later study 

in 2018 revealed that 1 in 4 women in Nigeria have experience 

intimate partner violence. (Violence Against Women, Intimate 

Partner and Sexual Violence against Women Evidence Brief; 

World Health Organization, 2019). Globally, between 38%-50% of 

murders of women are committed by intimate partner. Between 

55%-95% of women survivors of violence do not disclose or seek 

any type of services. It is important to note that boys and men also 

experience sexual violence, with men survivors of violence less 

likely to report incident. (IPPF, UNFPA report). However, women 

and girls experience sexual violence more because SGBV is also 

founded in gender inequality. Globally, over one billion children-

over half of boys and girls aged 2-17 years experience some form 

of emotional, physical and sexual violence every year. (WHO)

GENDER BASED VIOLENCE

Gender based Violence (GBV) is any form of physical, emotional/

psychological, sexual violence or harmful practice committed 

against an individual based on their diferences in gender. “GBV, 

is one of the most oppressive forms of gender inequality, posing a 

fundamental barrier to the equal participation of women and men 

in social, economic, and political spheres” (World Bank Group). 

Gender based violence is also a direct outcome of the persisting 

gender inequality thus leaving women and girls more vulnerable.

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN

” Violence against women" means any act of gender-based 

violence that results in, or is likely to result in, physical, sexual or 

psychological harm or sufering to women, including threats of 

such acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of liberty, whether 

occurring in public or in private life. (Declaration on the Elimination 

of Violence against Women).

"Violence against women" means all acts perpetrated against 

women which cause or could cause them physical, sexual, 

psychological, and economic harm, including the threat to take 

such acts; or to undertake the imposition of arbitrary restrictions 

on or deprivation of fundamental freedoms in private or public 

life in peace time and during situations of armed conlicts or 

of war”(Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ 

Rights on the Rights of Women in Africa).

POSITIONING NIGERIA TO FIGHT 
THE SCOURGE OF SEXUAL AND 
GENDER BASED VIOLENCE

CHAPTER 2

By Cynthia Mbamalu, Director of Programs, Yiaga Africa
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CURRENT LEGAL FRAMEWORK

• The Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria

• The Criminal Code and Penal Code

• The Violence Against Persons Prohibition (VAPP) Act

• The Child Rights Act 

• The proposed Sexual Harassment of Students in tertiary 

Education Institution Bill in the Senate

INSTITUTIONS IN NIGERIA RESPONDING TO SGBV

• The Police (Gender Unit)

• The National Human Rights Commission

• Ministry of Women Afairs and Social Development, Women 

Afairs Commission’s at the state level 

• National Agency for the Prohibition of Trafficking in Persons 

(NAPTIP)

• Sexual Assault Referral Centres (24 in 16 states)     

• Civil Society Organizations (CSO’s)- Non state actors.

Yes, we have laws but:

• We are yet to achieve National enforcement because we still 

have states yet to adopt the laws.

• We still struggle with the enforcement of the laws-response to 

survivors, investigation, prosecutions, convictions, ultimately 

justice.

• We still experience major capacity deficit in respective 

institutions addressing issues of SGBV. This includes both 

human and financial resources. Which negatively impacts 

on the quality of response to survivors, investigation, 

prosecutions.

• These laws are not sufficient to address SGBV in current 

realities 

• We need consistent advocacy, collaborative eforts to combat 

the scourge of SGBV

POSITIONING NIGERIA FOR RADICAL FIGHT 
AGAINST SGBV

• All states to adopt the VAPP Act 2015. States like-Abia, 

Adamawa, Bayelsa, Borno, Delta, Gombe, Imo, Jigawa, Kano, 

Katsina, Kebbi, Kogi, Kwara, Nasarawa, Niger, Ondo, Rivers, 

Sokoto, Taraba, Yobe and Zamfara. (Some of these states 

already commenced the proces of adopting the VAPP Act)

• All states to pass the Child Rights Act into Law at the state 

level.

• Review our system of response to survivor of SGBV- the police 

Gender Unit, Family support units, Sexual Assault Referral 

Centres, health centres available to respond to survivors of 

rape. More Importantly, Access to Justice.

• Emergency response to reports of GBV- domestic violence- 

Emergency hotlines

• Gender lens to audit policies, legislations and government 

actions 

• Efective system to protect women and girls from violence 

and respond to survivors of violence- Building a coordinated 

efort to respond to report on gender-based violence at both 

National and State levels. It is commendable that we have a 

current inter-agency committee at the National Level. 

• Gender sensitive and inclusive approach/strategy as an 

integral part of government response to emergency (public 

health, security etc) at all levels- this includes special 

recognition of SGBV response as essential services.

• Systematic adoption of gender inclusive strategy in the 

development of the National Budget annually.

• Gender sensitive public health management response

• Efective, targeted and intentional communication to 

educate, create awareness. This should include leveraging on 

traditional and religious platforms.

• Incorporating a disability sensitive approach because women 

with disability experience even graver abuse that our current 

system is not equipped to address. 

• Intentional state and non-state actor’s partnership.

YOUNG PEOPLE LEADING THE CHANGE

• The status quo does not favour women and girls, historic 

discrimination against women and gender in-equality has 

been with us but every generation needs its pro-active action 

to make a positive mark. 

• For young people, first; know your rights and then respect the 

rights of others.

• We can change the narrative by providing a counter narrative 

to social norms through peer learning and education. 

• Leveraging on our existing platforms and our spaces of 

inluence – social media remains a veritable tool. As we live 

in the world of diferent social media challenge, we can also 

create ours focusing on education/creating awareness on 

SGBV.

• Demand for States to adopt the VAPP Act and Child Rights 

Act- call your lawmaker, write a letter (can be an open letter), 

organize, build community networks/partnerships

• Demand for government to invest in building strong 

institutions to respond to SGBV

• Be the change, there is no excuse for rape or violence against 

persons. Rape is not a joke.

WHAT NIGERIA CANNOT IGNORE FOR LEADERSHIP 
ON SGBV

• Violence against women is a violation of women’s rights and 

fundamental freedoms and as noted by the World Health 

Organization, Sexual and Gender Based violence also has a 

grave impact on public health.

• Gender Inequality is at the root of SGBV- the World Economic 

forum Global Gender Gaps report revealed that it will take 

about 99.5years to close the gender gap globally. Nigeria is 

one of the poor ranking countries at 128 of the 149 countries 

globally and 27 of the 33 countries in Sub-Saharan Africa. 

• This was similarly reported in the 2019 SDG Gender index 

identifying Nigeria as one of the bottom 10 countries in the 

index ranking 122 of the 129 countries surveyed. 

• Address Gender inequality and you directly reduce the 

incidents of SGBV and indirectly boost development
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In collaboration with the National Orientation Agency, Peering Advocacy and Advancement Centre in Africa organized a virtual meeting 

11

for all the state coordinators of the agency to drive commitments towards ending sexual and gender-based violence in Nigeria.

According the Director General of National Orientation Agency, the virtual meeting is necessary to keep the state coordinators abreast 

with what has been done at the headquarters towards addressing sexual and Gender based violence, as well as develop strategies to 

curb the monster that has become a national embarrassment.

Director of Programmes, Yiaga Africa, Cynthia Mbamalu made a quick recap of her presentation on Positioning Nigeria to Fight the 

Scourge of Sexual and Gender Based Violence, with emphasis on the systemic failure that needs to be addressed to achieve success 

with eradicating SGBV in Nigeria. There is the need to review our system of response to survivors of SGBV, like the Police gender unit; 

family support unit; Sexual Assault Referral Centres; health centre. All relevant Laws, including Child Right Act; Violence Against Persons 

Prohibition Act; must be domesticated and efective, above all, access to Justice must be guaranteed. 

She advised that Nigeria needs to pay attention to gender equality in other to address gender-based violence in the country; If women 

are given equal economic and political opportunities, they will be less vulnerable. Fighting the sexual and Gender based violence, she 

concluded, should be consistent and continuous. 

Executive Director of PAACA, Comrade Ezenwa Nwagwu advised NOA state coordinators to identify critical stakeholders at the state level 

who are willing to make commitments towards addressing sexual and gender-based violence.

To this end, Dr. Abari mandated the state coordinators to carry out sensitization exercise, identify critical stakeholders and create a 

platform that will harmonize activities geared towards addressing the issue of SGBV at the state level.

STATE LEVEL COMMITMENT TO 
ADDRESS SEXUAL AND GENDER 
BASED VIOLENCE IN NIGERIA

CHAPTER 3
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NOA TAKES CAMPAIGN AGAINST 
SEXUAL AND GENDER BASED VIOLENCE 
TO 36 STATES OF THE FEDERATION

CHAPTER 4

From the national to state levels, several government officials and stakeholders expressed their commitment by signing the Sexual and 

Gender-Based Violence Pledge Card, which will serve as a reminder of their commitment to protect the vulnerable, support victims of rape 

and to deploy their skill and position to ensure justice for victims.

Kwara state governor, Mallam Abdulrahman Abdulrasaq signed and pledged to fight sexual and gender-based violence in Kwara state.

Speaker, Abia state House of Assembly, Rt. Honourable Chinedum Enyinnaya Orji signed on the pledge card to fight against sexual and gender-

based violence.
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Head of Service, Isiala Ngwa North LGA, Abia State, Lady Sally Law-Anosike pledged to campaign against SGBV.

The Chief Imam Of Borno, Imam Zanna Laisu Ibrahim, alongside prominent Islamic scholars and preachers pledged to expose SGBV.

Chairman Eti Osa LGA of Lagos state, Honourable Saheed Adesegun Bankole signed the pledge card to expose sexual and gender-based 

violence.
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The Wife of the Kebbi State Governor, Dr Zainab Shinkai Bagudu pledged to campaign against sexual and gender-based violence.

14

Hon. Speaker Marcus Onobun pledged to campaign against sexual and gender-based violence. 
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Emir of Zazzuza, Alhaji Ahmed Nuhu Bamalli  pledged to campaign against sexual and gender-based violence. 

15
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LAGOS STATE: The Divisional police officer Afonka Police Station, CSP Casimir Ihiezu signed the pledge card to expose Sexual and Gender-

16

Based Violence.

Lagos State: The Executive Chairman, Apapa L.G.A, Hon. Adele Elijah Owolabi pledged to campaign against sexual and gender-based violence.

NASSARAWA STATE: The Chun Mada, HRH Samson Gamu Yaren pledged to use his good office to expose sexual and gender-based violence.
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NASSARAWA STATE: The Emir of Awe, Alh Isa Abubakar pledged to use his good office to expose sexual and gender-based violence.

17

Nasarawa State commissioner of police, Barr. Emmanuel longe pledged to use his good office to expose sexual and gender-based violence.

OGUN STATE: The CAN Chairman-Elect, Ijebu North East Local Government Area, Reverend Father Reginald-Mario Isama pledged to use his 

good office in exposing sexual and gender-based violence.
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Kaduna State Hon. Commissioner for Human Services and Social Development, Hajiya Hafsat Mohammed Baba pledged to use her respected 
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office in exposing sexual and gender-based violence.

Kaduna state President of Jamaiyyan Matan Arewa, Hajiya Rabi Saulawa committed to use her good office in exposing sexual and gender-

based violence

Ogun State: HRH Oba Matthew Sunday Akindele, Olu of Owode in Egbado South LGA, pledged to join NOA and PAACA in the fight against 

sexual and gender-based violence.
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Kano State: The district head of Kura, Alhaji Abubakar Dokajin Rano Hakimin Kura pledged to use his good office to expose sexual and gender-
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based violence.

Sokoto state: Aisha Muhammed Dantsoho, Permanent Secretary Ministry of Women and Children Afairs, joined PAACA and NOA in the 

campaign against sexual and gender-based violence.

Sokoto state: Ilyasu Bala Usman pledged to use his good office as the Ag. Zonal Commander, National Agency for the Prohibition of Trafficking 

in Persons (NAPTIP), to expose all forms of sexual and gender-based violence
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Ogun State: Alhaji (Prince) Fatai A. Adedamola, Chairman, Abeokuta South Zonal Community Development Association pledged to join PAACA 

20

and NOA in the campaign against sexual and gender-based violence.

Borno State Commissioner of Police, Makwashi Bello joined other stakeholders in supporting the campaign against sexual and gender-based 

violence.

Edo state: Esan West LGA Chairman, Hon. Mrs Ruth Okunwe committed towards using her good office to expose Sexual and Gender Based 

Violence.
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Abia State: Honourable Ginger Onwusibe, House Member Representing Isiala Ngwa North Constituency, pledged to protect the vulnerable, 
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expose sexual crimes and support victims of rape and gender-based violence.

Abia State: The Chancellor of Gregory University, Uturu, Prof. Gregory Ibe pledged to protect the vulnerable, expose sexual crimes and support 

victims of rape and gender-based violence.

Kwara state: Commissioner of Police Kwara State Police Command Ilorin, CP Kayode Egbetokun pledged to protect the vulnerable, expose 

sexual crimes & support victims of rape & gender-based violence.
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Cross-River State: The chairman of Biase local government council, Mrs. Ada Charles Egwu, pledged to use her good office to put a stop to this 
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menace that is bedeviling our society.

Ondo State: Solicitor General and Permanent Secretary, Ministry of 

Justice, Cyril Akinrinsola pledged to protect the vulnerable, expose 

sexual crimes & support victims of rape & gender-based violence.

River state: Nigeria Union of Local Government Employees (NULGE), 

Ikwerre Chairman Engr. ThankGod Ichem pledged to use his good 

office to expose sexual and gender-based violence in Nigeria.

KEBBI STATE: The special Advicer to the Governor on women and 

social development, Honourable Zahrau Wali pledged to use her 

good office to expose sexual and gender-based violence, and provide 

support for victims at all times.

River State: Leader of the Legislative Assembly, Hon Tasie .N. pledged 

to use his good office to expose sexual and gender based violence in 

Nigeria.
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Akwaibom state: President, Association Against Child and Gender Based Violence, Mrs YakiseAbasi E. Udosen, pledged to use her good office 

23

to expose sexual and gender-based violence, while providing support for victims.

Stakeholders in Ekiti state showed commitment and pledged to join NOA and PAACA in the fight against sexual and gender-based violence in 

Nigeria.

Plateau state: Officials of the ministry of justice pledged their commitment towards supporting eforts of PAACA and NOA in addressing Sexual 

and Gender Based Violence in Nigeria.
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Benue state: Stakeholders pledged to expose Sexual and Gender Based Violence at all times using their respected offices
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Osun State: Olobaagun of Obaagun HRM Oba Jimoh Adebisi Okunade, 

Kayode 11, in Ifelodun local government area, signed the pledge card 

to expose all forms of sexual and gender-based violence using his 

good office.

Kwara State Deputy Governor, Kayode Alabi pledged to use my good office at all times to protect the vulnerable, expose sexual crimes & 

support victims of rape & gender-based violence.

YOBE STATE: Chief Imam central mosque, chairman shari'a 

Implementation committee Gashua pledged to use his good office in 

exposing sexual and gender_ Based violence at all times.
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The First Lady of Kebbi State, Her Excellency Dr. Zainab Shinkafi Bagudu pledge to join PAACA and NOA in the fight against SGBV 
in Nigeria, While using her good office to protect victims.

IMO STATE: The Deputy Speaker Imo State House of Assembly, Rt Hon. Amara Chyna
Iwuanyanwu pledge to join PAACA and NOA in the fight against SGBV in Nigeria.
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IN THE NEWS
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THE WAY FORWARD:

• Capacity building for the police and government institutions to promote efective response to 

SGBV distress calls or cases.

• Increase number of paralegals in grassroots to counsel community members on their rights and 

how to seek for justice.

• Provide victims and their families with Psychologists to aid healing.

• NOA should lead more collaborations with NAPTIP and CSOs on SGBV to build greater momentum.

• Parents should provide the right health and sexual education to their children. 

• All state and non-state institutions should develop and adopt a sexual harassment policy.

• The police should be given response training to balance the attack training they receive.

• We should campaign for the gender desk of the police, in the states, to be funded by the security 

votes given to each state.
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APPENDIX
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